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Opinions on trail mixed 
Proposed route of walking/bike path is clarified, but new concerns rise to the surface

ON 
PAGE 10A
Tri-County 
Titans leave it 
all on the court.

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

The latest proposal for a 
walking/biking trail between 
Twin Lakes Park and Paris 
Cooperative High School 
solved one earlier concern 
but may have raised anoth-
er during a public hearing 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, in City 
Hall.

The hearing concerned a 
state grant application due 
later this year for money to 
construct the multi-use path 
and start of what eventually 
might develop into a more 
comprehensive network 
of recreational trails in and 
around Paris. About 20 cit-

izens attended with several 
offering comments and sug-
gestions.

Trish Vitale, who is pre-
paring the grant application 
for the city, explained the 
tentative details. 

Proposed is a 10-foot wide 
hard surfaced (concrete or 
blacktop) multi-lane path 
for use as a walking or bik-
ing path. The current route 
would extend from the old 
water works property across 
Twin Lakes on the Route 
One bridge, then north 
along the west side of Route 
One to the north property 
line of EnerStar. 

It would then turn west 

past the EnerStar solar ener-
gy field, across rural fields to 
the high school property. An 
alternative would be to con-
tinue north along Route One 
to the 1200th (High School) 
Road, then west along this 
road to the high school.

Developing the mile-long 
trail will be in cooperation 
with Route One improve-
ments by the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation, 
with early planning already 
underway. Vitale replied to 
a question on funding the 
project and said the state 
grant would meet up to 80 
percent of the cost with local 
funds supplying the rest. She 

offered no total estimate, but 
Mayor Craig Smith suggest-
ed a soft estimate would be 
around a half-million dollars.

Smith opened the hearing 
by reviewing previous efforts 
at plans for recreational trails 
over nearly 10 years by both 
the city and county.

“We’ve had two or three 
studies as financing opportu-
nities arise,” he said, includ-
ing a comprehensive study 
in 2014 by the landscape 
architecture and design firm 
Massie Massie & Associates 
of Springfield. That study 
showed a network of pos-
sible trail paths around the 
east, west and north sides of 

Paris.
At that time, the trail be-

tween Twin Lakes Park and 
the school was designed to 
use a portion of Black Hawk 
Road on the north side of 
Kiwanis Park. This brought 
concerns and objections by 
neighboring residents be-
cause of the road’s narrow 
width, and the trail passing 
private residential property.

Moving the trail to the 
west side of Route One 
eliminated these issues, but 
school officials raised anoth-
er. The route along the north 
side of EnerStar indicated it 
would join the school at the 

ONE LAST HUDDLE IN THE SEMI-FINALS

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Tri-County Titan Coach Joe Morrisey, kneeling, talks to his team durng the final timeout in Friday’s IHSA Class 1A 
state tourney Friday in Normal. The Titans lost in the final seconds 64-63 and will play at 11 a.m. today for third place 
against Lewistown.

Heartbreak at state 
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

NORMAL — If passion, heart and 
determination could win basketball 
games, the Tri-County girls basket-
ball team would be playing for a state 
championship today at Redbird Are-
na.

The Titans fell 64-63 in the open-
ing round of the IHSA Class 1A state 
finals Friday to Eastland High School. 
The game was a rollercoaster of highs, 
lows and emotions from the opening 
tip to the final buzzer. The Titans play-
ers’ passion for the game was apparent 
in the postgame press conference. 

“They made one more play than we 
did at the end of the game,” Tri-Coun-
ty Coach Joe Morrisey said. “We are 
going into tomorrow’s (third place 
game) as a family together. These girls 
are like my daughters and we are a 
family. We win together and lose to-
gether and today we lost one.” 

Tri-County will face off with Lew-
istown today at 11 a.m. in the third-
place game at Redbird Arena in Nor-
mal. 

Eastland got out to a fast start 
against the Titans, bullying their way 
to an 11-2 lead in the opening min-

utes. Tri-County 
continued to push 
back defensively 
against the Cou-
gars which opened 
up their offensive 
schemes. Sopho-
more Bella Dudley 

was able to shine as the sixth woman 
of the rotation, sparking life into the 
offense with a deep three-point shot 
and several field goals. The Titans 
ended the opening period on a 14-6 
run and trailing 17-16 going into the 
second quarter of play. 

“To have a faster team, it was real-
ly good competition and I think that 
we were able to do really well,” Tayler 
Barry said. 

Senior Harley Barry made a three-
point shot to open the Titan scoring 
in the second quarter and forced sev-
eral steals throughout the period. 
After each Eastland turnover, the 

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Titan sophomore Tayler Barry shoots 
in first half action of the IHSA Class 
1A state tourney Friday. The Titans 
fell 64-63 to Lanark Eastland. See STATE, Page 10A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Boy Scouts, wa-
ter, finding money and insurance 
were a few of the topics before the 
Chrisman City Council Monday, 
Feb. 18.

Scout John Phipps made a pre-
sentation about putting new roofs 
on the dugouts at the Centenni-
al Park ball diamond as his Eagle 
Scout project. 

“They are in bad shape with holes 
in them and shingles coming off,” 
said Phipps, who is a member of 
the Boy Scout Troop that meets at 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints in Paris.

Phipps explained he needs the 
city’s OK to do the work before he 
can submit the project to the Boy 
Scouts of America for approval. 
He added a previous discussion 
was held with the Chrisman Area 
Community Club for assistance 
with fundraising since Scouts are 
not supposed to do individual 
fundraising.

An estimate sheet projects a 
$1,926 cost for materials with 
Phipps responsible for coordinat-
ing volunteer labor to complete the 
work.

Commissioner Rick Jenness 
suggested the city can probably 
cover the cost of the materials, but 
the council was unable to vote on 
the issue since it was not an agenda 
item. Mayor Dan Owen instructed 
city clerk Deena Burns to add the 
Eagle Scout project to the March 4 
agenda. 

“You will probably be in business 
in two weeks,” Owen said to Phipps.

City attorney Robert Morris 
briefed the council regarding a cou-
ple of the issues he was asked to 
tackle.

Morris said an intergovernmen-
tal agreement between Chrisman 
and Paris to construct a pipeline be-
tween the two cities is progressing. 
The pipeline will make it possible 
for Chrisman to buy water from 
Paris and close down its own prob-
lematic water supply.

“I have scheduled a conference 
call to discuss details,” said Morris. 
“I do have a draft of an agreement 
that Paris prepared.”

Earlier in February, Chrisman 

Chrisman city 
council covers 
many topics in 
brief meeting

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — The Shiloh 
school board approved the 
final intergovernmental 
agreement with Edgar Coun-
ty for a school resource offi-
cer — but that doesn’t mean 
one will likely be hired in the 
next couple of months, inter-
im superintendent of schools 
Allen Hall said Tuesday, Feb. 
19.

The contract is for the Ed-
gar County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment to provide a trained 
officer for 176 days a year at 
a cost of $44,000. 

“The problem is there is no 
protection for the job,” Hall 
said. “It is an at will position 
and not a union position.”

For example, Hall said 
Champaign County has 25 
deputies. If one of them were 
a school resource officer and 
something didn’t work out, 
that deputy could just go 
back to the department. For 
Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood — who has only four 
deputies — there is not that 
luxury.

The best bet for the dis-
trict, Hall said, will likely be 
to hire a retired police officer. 

He said the district has ex-
panded the scope of adver-
tising for the position.

“We have some possibil-
ities, but this isn’t going to 
happen in the next month or 
two,” Hall said.

The discussion to add a 
school resource officer at 
Shiloh began after the Feb. 
14, 2018, attack at Park-
land High School in Flori-
da. Shiloh board members 
at that time noted because 
the school is in the country, 
it would likely take law en-
forcement several minutes 
to arrive if an emergency oc-

curred. 
In other business, Hall 

reported he is still waiting 
on the district’s architect 
to come up with plans for 
possible bidding to add air 
conditioning to the school 
gym and multi-purpose 
room. An area plumbing 
and heating firm assessed 
the work and estimated the 
cost of the project would be 
around $100,000. Hall said 
that estimate is based on 
the contractor not having 
to run ductwork. If that is 
required, the cost would be 
be significantly more, Hall 

explained.
Board member Brian 

Rhode suggested the district 
wait until the architect plans 
are completed then consider 
if there is another possibility. 
Rhode said it is his opinion  
the air conditioning units do 
not have to be on the roof 
but could go on the ground 
outside.

The board also:
nApproved a vacation 

day for Friday, Feb. 22, for 
the school to support the 
Tri-County girls basket-
ball team’s trip to the IHSA 

Shiloh resource officer approved, but quick hire unlikely

See SHILOH, Page 8A

See TRAIL, Page 8A



TODAY

VFW SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST
The VFW Auxiliary Men’s Schol-
arship Breakfast goes from 8-11 
a.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. All proceeds go to-
ward the scholarship. The menu 
is eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, 
pancakes, biscuits and gravy and 
assorted pastries, with coffee, 
tea, milk and juice to drink.

CLASS OF 1974 MEETING
The Paris High School Class of 
1974 has a reunion meeting 1 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23, in the 
meeting room at the Paris library. 
Class members are encouraged 
to attend. 

PORK CHOP SUPPER, AUCTION
The Clark County Antique Power 
Club annual pork chop supper and 
auction is 4-7:30 p.m. Feb. 23 at 
Knowles Auction House, Marshall. 
The menu features a pork chop 
or pork burger, baked potato, 
green beans, drink and dessert, 
and the cost is $10 for adults and 
$5 for children between two and 
10. Donated auction items go on 
the block at 5 p.m. and continue 
until all items are sold. Proceeds 
from the auction fund the club’s 
annual tractor show and college 
scholarships.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
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FARM CREDIT ILLINOIS CASH AWARD MAR. 31
Farm Credit Illinois has money to help a maximum of four begin-
ning farmers as part of the FreshRoots Directors Cup program 
in a 60-county territory. The $5,000 Directors Cup presented by 
the FCI Board celebrates young and beginning farmers commit-
ted to continuous learning and intentional living for a brighter 
future for their farm family business and community. Up to four 
young and beginning farmers will be recognized later this spring. 
FreshRoots is a young and beginning farmers program that 
provides lending assistance and learning incentives to farmers 
up to age 40 or those in the first decade of farming. Cooperative 
members applying for the cash award must be eligible for the 
FreshRoots program and have been an FCI member-borrower for 
at least three years. The deadline for submitting an application is 
March 31. An online application is available at www.farmcreditIL.
com/freshroots or more information is available through the 
local FCI offices.  

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

58   37
Prec: 90%

40   18
Prec: 0%

35   21
Prec: 0%

46   32
Prec: 0%

43   22
Prec: 0%

37   29
Prec: 30%

47   31
Prec: 20%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
showers and scattered thunderstorms. 
Highs climb into the upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Strong west winds with gusts 
approaching 45 mph. Morning clouds give 
way to afternoon sunshine as highs top 
out near 40.

MONDAY — Back below average with highs 
in the mid 30s under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:33 a.m. 5:36 p.m. 10:34 p.m. 9:13 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:31 a.m. 5:37 p.m. 11:40 p.m. 9:46 a.m.

SATURDAY 6:30 a.m. 5:38 p.m. -- 10:21 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:28 a.m. 5:40 p.m. 12:43 a.m. 10:59 a.m.

MONDAY 6:27 a.m. 5:41 p.m. 1:43 a.m. 11:41 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:26 a.m. 5:42 p.m. 2:39 a.m. 12:26 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:24 a.m. 5:43 p.m. 3:30 a.m. 1:16 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42°/24°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71° in 2017
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -5° in 2015

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.47”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.90”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.43”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.29”

NORMAL:    High: 42   Low: 24     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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IF ONLY FINDING
A HOME 

With our help, 

it can be. We have 

the experience 

and expertise 

necessary to help 

you find a 

great home!

Street, Paris. 

QUILTING GROUP MEETS
The Paris Bee Quilters meet at 
6:30 p.m. Feb. 25 at the Otterbein 
United Methodist Church, 406 W. 
Washington Street. The meeting 
is open to anyone who enjoys 
sewing and loves quilts. More 
information is available by calling 
217-251-1394.  

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 

Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 

www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

FREE NUTRITION CLASS 
The third in a series of five 
nutrition and wellness classes is 
being offered by the University 
of Illinois Extension at 1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 27 at the Paris Public Library. 
This session is “Cooking from 
Your Cabinet.” The March 27 
session is “Eating for Cognitive 
Health,” and the May 1 class is 
“Cooking for One or Two.” Each 
class is free, but participants 
should call the library at 217-463-
3950 to reserve a seat.

PREVENTING SUICIDE 
The Human Resources Center is 
hosting a lunch and learn session 
noon to 1 p.m. at the Café France, 
118 E. Court Street, and the topic 
is suicide, suicide prevention and 
what the community can do about 
it. An RSVP is needed for planning 
purposes and may be sent to Ellen 
Auten 217-465-4118, ext. 1266.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

CLARK COUNTY BICENTENNIAL
The Clark County Historical 
Society observes the county’s 
bicentennial with a special panel 
discussion 6:30 p.m. Feb. 28 in 
the Dale McConchie meeting 
room at the Marshall Public 
Library. The program includes 
information about the county’s 
formation in 1819, facts from 
Clark County history and early 
settlements.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is beef and noodles, a white 
or wheat roll, mashed potatoes 
and green beans or corn. The 
cost is $5. Drinks are 50 cents 
and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

CRESTWOOD PTO BAZAAR
The Crestwood PTO Spring 
Bazaar is 9 a.m-2 p.m. March 2 
in the Crestwood School gym. 
People interested in being a 
vendor, may contact Crestwood-
EaglesPto@gmail.com for more 
information.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical Soci-
ety is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
today and the first and third Sat-
urdays of every month for 2019.
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KNOW MORTGAGES
THE PROS

www.bankprospect.com
APPLY ONLINE

1st Time Home Buyer?
We'll Pay for your 

Appraisal!
*Some Restrictions Apply

*Consumer Must Qualify For A First Time Home Buyers Loan 

712 Lake Land Blvd. • Mattoon, IL 61938
217-234-7778 • elliottfurnitureil.com

ELLIOTT

New & Used

Enjoy Prompt Service 
and Same-Day Delivery

Furniture that you want 
at the price you NEED

Mon-Fri  
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday    
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sunday
  Closed

Trusted since 1944 when it comes to excellent quality furniture

High-Quality Sofas and Living Room Sets

Top-Notch Bedroom Furniture & Mattresses

First-Rate Drop-Leaf Table and Dinette Sets

Furniture that you want 
at the price you NEED

A common complaint I hear in the office is 
irritation and redness of the eye along with 
burning and itching of the eyelid.  People 

sometimes describe this as a feeling that something is 
‘stuck’ in the eye.  One possible diagnosis of this recurring 
condition is blepharitis.  There are two main causes.  One 
is excess oil production of the glands at the base of your 
eyelashes.  Often this is associated with dandruff of the 
scalp, and similar greasy, waxy scales can build up around 
the eyelashes.  The second type is due to bacteria and is 
often more severe.  Luckily treatment is similar for both 
types.  The best way to avoid problems including styes 
and red eyes is to maintain very clean eyelids using lid 
scrubs and warm compresses.  Often these simple ac-
tions will reduce or eliminate the problem.  Unfortunately, 
blepharitis is often a chronic condition and may come 
back without preventive care.  Severe cases may require 
treatment with a prescription medication.  If you have ex-
perienced this you don’t have to keep putting up with it!

EYES
On Blepharitis

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

TAX TIME
CLEARANCE

SALE

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Standardized grading gets an F

BY NANCE ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Parents, teachers and com-
munity members met with 
Paris Union School District 
95 Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson to discuss three 
areas of the district’s educa-
tion Wednesday, Feb. 20.

Larson hosted his first Su-
per with the Superintendent 
at Los Tres Caminos restau-
rant in Paris. In addition to 
Larson, Paris 95 board pres-
ident Kevin Knoepfel also 
attended. The dinner was not 
paid for from district funds, 
Larson said.

Three topics were empha-
sized during the evening and 
open for discussion Larson 
explained as he welcomed 
those present — special edu-
cation, school safety and stan-
dardized grading.

“Let me have it,” Larson 
said. “I’m not afraid of hearing 
what you have to say.” 

The superintendent em-
phasized how important com-
munication is to continued 
improvement in the Paris 
schools.

“No one’s perfect,” he said. 
“We welcome your thoughts.”

The most spirited discus-
sion of the approximately 
two-hour dinner meeting 
concerned standardized grad-
ing at Mayo Middle School.

The district is consistent 
with discipline and in other 

areas, but 
Larson said 
much of the 
grading — 
particularly 
at the middle 
school — is 
what he de-

scribed as inconsistent.
Grades kindergarten 

through fifth grade at Memo-
rial and Wenz Schools are the 
most consistent, Larson ex-
plained. These grades are based 
on specific skills, he noted.

The teachers at these 
schools, he said, work in teams 
and are able to collaborate.  

Unfortunately, that is not 
the case at the middle school 
where the teaching teams are 
still by grade level but because 
classrooms are no longer 
self-contained and specific 
teachers teach each subject, 
“there is one teacher at each 
grade level per subject,” Lar-
son said.

Standardized testing used 
at Mayo, he explained has four 
areas of compentency — not 
yet, prompt, independent, ex-
plains to others.

Standardized testing is a 
pilot program at Mayo, Lar-
son emphasized. “There will 
be changes made,” he told 
those who expressed concern 
about the lack of communica-
tion and opportunity for their 
children to learn from their 
mistakes.

One parent brought copies 
of her child’s grading sheet 
from a teacher, noting the 1, 2, 
3, or 4 was given with no dis-
cussion of why. The mother 

questioned how her child was 
ever going to become  profi-
cient in the subject if neither 
the parent nor child knows 
what to correct.

Another parent also ex-
pressed concern about home-
work assignments that are 
turned in, assigned a grade 
and are never seen again. She 
also questioned how students 
can improve or prepare for a 
test or quiz if they can’t learn 
from their mistakes and im-
prove.

Larson said he believes 
there are two questions that 
must be answered if grading is 
to be improved:
n How do we become  con-

sistent?
n How do we better com-

municate?
“Nobody has consistent 

grading,” Larson said. He not-
ed he and Mayo language arts 
teacher Tobi Sanders visited a 
Champaign County school to 
look at their grading.

“We’ve come a long way 
here,” Larson said, noting 
many districts are talking 
about how to stop fighting 
while the Paris 95 conversa-
tion is about grading.

“But let me make myself 
clear. We need to make some 
modifications and we will,” he 
said.

There were also concerns 
expressed about singling stu-
dents out as gifted and enroll-
ing them in a special class.

Larson said current interim 
Paris High School co-principal 
Carol Jones, who was previous-
ly an administrator and curric-

ulum director in Paris 95, told 
the superintedent there aren’t 
that many gifted students.

“Carol told me in all of her 
years in the classroom and as 
an administrator, she’s only 
come across three to five truly 
gifted students,” Larson said.

The current standardized 
testing is too complicated be-
cause there are so many stan-
dards for the students and it’s 
tedious for the teachers.

In the area of safety, Lar-
son noted the Paris 95 district 
constantly updates its safety 
plans.

“It’s not just about possible 
intruders,” he said. There are 
plans in place in case of fire, 
storms and other possible cat-
astrophies.

The district has bullet-re-
sistant glass in all the schools 
doors and windows, he said, 
and visitors must be buzzed 
into a school.

Larson announced each of 
the schools in the district will 
be adding a new technology 
for visitors. Instead of signing 
in, each visitor must pres-
ent his or her drivers license 
which will be scanned. Using 
that license, “we will know if 
they are a sex offender or if 
there is an order of protection 
against them.”

The announcement was 
met with approval by those 
present including one mother, 
who noted her son was con-
fronted by someone that was 
not supposed to be near him 
due to a domestic situation. 

“My son hid in his locker,” 
she said.

LARSON

Paris parents voice 
concerns during 
dinner meeting

Aurora shooter passed FOID application
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois State Police (ISP) con-
firmed earlier this week Gary 
Montez Martin, who killed five 
people during a Feb. 15 work 
place shooting at Aurora, was 
not supposed to have a firearm.

The revelation raises serious 
questions about the ability of the 
Illinois Firearm Owners Identifi-
cation (FOID) application sys-
tem with its limited background 
check to effectively keep guns 
out of the hands of criminals and 
prevent firearm violence.

According to the ISP, a 
FOID application was received 
from Martin Jan. 17, 2014, and 
a FOID background check, 
which consists of a name and 
date of birth check, was con-
ducted. The Firearm Owners 
Identification Act precludes 
FOID card applicants from 
submitting fingerprints as part 
of the application process. 

On his application, Martin 
denied ever having been con-
victed of a felony. The search 
of records conducted by FOID 
staff only produced Martin’s 
Illinois criminal history infor-
mation, which revealed no pro-
hibiting factors. Martin’s FOID 
card application was approved 
Jan. 31, 2014.  

Subsequently, a firearm 
transaction for Martin to pur-
chase a handgun was approved 
March 6, 2014, after the name 
and date of birth background 
check was again cleared. Any 
purchases of ammunition 
would have required Martin 
to show his valid FOID card, 

however, Illinois law does not 
require a check of a person’s 
FOID card to complete the 
purchase.  

The ISP received a Firearm 
Concealed Carry License 
(FCCL) application for Mar-
tin on March 16 following ap-
proval of the gun purchase.

Unlike the FOID applica-
tion, FCCL applicants may 
choose to submit fingerprints 
as a component of their applica-
tion. If fingerprints are submit-
ted, statutory processing time 
is reduced to 90 days from 120 
days. Martin submitted finger-
prints with his application, and 
a fingerprint background check 
produced an FBI number. 

The FBI number ultimately 
led FCCL staff to a Mississip-
pi Department of Corrections 
entry noting a charge of aggra-
vated assault, with incarcera-
tion for five years. FCCL staff 
obtained Mississippi court re-
cords, which included a crim-
inal disposition plea of guilty 
for aggravated assault, showing 
a sentence of 10 years, and a 
requirement to undergo psy-
chological screening. Martin 
was reportedly released from 
custody April 18, 1997. 

Upon receipt of the court 
documents, Martin’s FCCL 
application was denied on 
March 26, 2014. A letter dat-
ed April 15, 2014, was sent to 
Martin notifying him of his 
FCCL application denial as 
well as indicating he was no 
longer eligible for a FOID card. 
Martin was notified he was re-
sponsible for surrendering his 
FOID card and any weapons 

in his possession.  
FCCL staff notified FOID 

staff for purposes of revoking 
Martin’s FOID card. Martin’s 
FOID card was subsequently 
revoked on April 17, 2014.   

The ISP’s procedure at the 
time was to notify local law 
enforcement where the FOID 
cardholder resides by means 
of the Illinois Law Enforce-
ment Agencies Data System 
(LEADS). 

Once an individual’s FOID 
is revoked, Illinois law requires 
a revoked FOID cardholder to 
surrender their FOID card and 
complete a Firearm Disposition 
Record within 48 hours of re-
ceiving notice of the revocation. 
The Firearm Disposition Record 
documents the name, address 
and FOID number of the indi-
vidual receiving any transferred 
weapons from the revoked 
FOID cardholder. A revoked 
FOID cardholder can lawfully 
transfer their weapon to a valid 
FOID cardholder or to the local 
law enforcement agency in the 
area in which the revoked FOID 
cardholder resides.  

The Firearm Disposition 
Record requires the revoked 
FOID cardholder must obtain 
a signature from the local law 
enforcement agency receiv-
ing the Firearm Disposition 
Record. The local law enforce-
ment agency is required to mail 
the completed form to the Illi-
nois State Police.  

The ISP has no record of re-
ceiving a Firearm Disposition 
Record for Martin or Martin’s 
FOID card at this time, how-
ever a review of paper and elec-

tronic files continues.  
If a revoked FOID Card hold-

er fails to comply with these re-
quirements, the county sheriff or 
law enforcement agency where 
the individual resides may peti-
tion the court to issue a search 
warrant for the FOID card and 
any firearms in their possession; 
however, Illinois law does not re-
quire this be done. 
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Failing to live up to the terms 
of his original sentence is cost-
ing Ty M. Keller two years of 
freedom.

Keller, 24, Paris, appeared 
for the Feb. 11 criminal and 
traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court for resentenc-
ing after his original probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance conviction was revoked. 
The court imposed two years 
in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections with credit for 61 
days previously served and an 
order to pay all previous finan-
cial obligations in the case.

Keller has an unresolved 
felony case involving a Class 2 
felony charge of aggravated do-
mestic battery, a Class 3 felony 
charge of aggravated battery, a 
Class 3 felony charge of aggra-
vated unlawful restraint and a 
Class A misdemeanor charge 
of resisting a peace officer. That 
case was continued.  

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Feb. 
11 and Feb. 14 court calls in-
cluded:

IN CUSTODY
nMikel O. McCarty, 24, 

Champaign, appeared in custo-
dy and his unresolved charges 
of two counts of a Class 2 fel-
ony burglary, a Class 2 felony 
theft, two counts of a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony do-
mestic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery, a 
Class A misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond
nBillie C. Miller, 28, Bloom-

field, Ind., appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. She was granted a 
personal recognizance bond, 
and the unresolved charge of 
a Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft was continued for a pre-
trial conference. Miller was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nHope M. Mullen, 41, Par-

is, appeared in custody. She 
waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 1 
felony residential burglary, a 
Class 3 felony theft and a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing. Her bond was reduced 
to $10,000 from the original 
amount of $20,000. The mat-
ter was continued for a pre-

trial conference. Mullen was 
remanded to custody pending 
the posting of bond.
nClayton S. Rhoads, 18, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. By agreement, bond 
was reduced to $10,000 from 
the original bond of $20,000, 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
Rhoads was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nTimothy L. Shannon, 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony delivery of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Bond was set 
at $15,000. Shannon was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAllen Sitkiewicz 42, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nDavid Woodworth, 27, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 4 
felony domestic battery with 
prior convictions. The pub-
lic defender was appointed. 
Bond was set at $10,000 and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. His 
bond conditions include he 
is to have no contact with the 
apparent victim or the victim’s 
residence. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

CHARGES
nThomas F. Barnes, 37, 

Ridge Farm, was charged with 
two counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
The public defender was also 
assigned to Barnes’ unresolved 
Class 2 felony aggravated bat-
tery charge after the defendant 
informed the court he was 
unsuccessful at retaining pri-
vate counsel. That matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nJohnathan R. Board, 29, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
first appearance with counsel 

Keller gets prison time
was scheduled.
nEthan T. Johnson, 20, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled.
nJacob M. Richards, 20, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor illegal con-
sumption of alcohol by a mi-
nor. He told the court he will 
hire an attorney and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor violating an 
order of protection after being 
served. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.
nBlake B. Sawyer, 31, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer and a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked 
license. The public defender 
was appointed. The matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nLindle K. Travelstead, 40, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nLeslie K. Dunagan, 36, 

Kansas, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor crim-
inal damage to property. She 
was sentenced to two years of 
conditional discharge, $1,000 
restitution, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nMichelle L. Hornbrook, 

29, Charleston, pleaded guilty 
to a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct. She was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $200 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. 
nMichael Wesley Huffman, 

29, Chrisman, pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nAshley N. Jordan, 22, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license. She was sen-
tenced to 20 days in jail subject 
to the court’s discretion, one 
year of conditional discharge, 
a $300 fine, 240 hours of com-
munity service work, court 
costs and various state fees.
nJoshua David Marietta, 22, 

Blanford, Ind., pleaded guilty 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.
nClyde E. Smith, 52, Met-

calf, admitted a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony aggravat-
ed battery conviction. He was 
resentenced to 150 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, 18 months of conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay 
all previous financial obliga-
tions. In exchange for the plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor 
charge.

nJames Caleb Tretter, 39, 
Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor battery. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
guilty plea, the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property charge.
nJoshua J. Walker, 30, Dan-

ville, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $400 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nKalee L. M. Ford, 28, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe and a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nSaundra D. Johnson, 29, 

Greenup, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license charge. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nAnthony L. Wilson, 18, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor speed-
ing charge. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nKent D. Coburn, 55, 

Danville, was found to be in 
violation of his conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drug convic-
tion. He was resentenced to 60 
days in jail subject to the court’s 
discretion, 18 months of con-
ditional discharge and ordered 
to pay all previous financial ob-
ligations.
nDalton S. Elsberry, 28, 

Paris, failed to appear for a mo-
tion to vacate jail time attached 
to his Class 2 felony possession 
of methamphetamine manu-
facturing materials conviction. 
The court imposed a 90-day 
jail sentence and issued a no-
bond arrest warrant.
nMichelle L. Hornbrook, 

29, Charleston, learned the 
state withdrew a petition to 
revoke her court supervision 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
resisting a police officer con-
viction. She was found in de-
fault of payments and the case 
was referred to the collection 
agency.
nDamian M. Thompson, 

28, Terre Haute, Ind., learned 
a warrant for his arrest for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance was quashed. His 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine conviction 
was continued for a jail status 
review hearing.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer the 
court call: Michael P. Griffin, 
30, Paris; Tabitha Munds, no 
age provided, Paris; Jordan N. 
Myers, 28, Paris; and Ashley K. 
Whitley, 35, Paris.

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS –  The Kansas 
Board of Education met 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, and ac-
cepted a bid for roof work at 
the Treatment and Learning 
Center housed in a former 
elementary building. 

Martinsville Roofing 
Company, Inc., was awarded 
the $139,490 contract and 

the work will be completed 
over the summer break when 
students are not present.  

In other action, the board 
set high school graduation 
for 7 p.m.  May 15 and ap-
proved a collective bargain-
ing agreement with the Kan-
sas Education Association 
for the 2019-2020, 2020-
2021 and 2021-2022 school 
years.

Kansas BOE approves 
summer roof work

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our FREE* 

classified ads!
*For items  
up to $500



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2019  |  5AOBITUARIES

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

Words cannot express how grateful we 
are during the loss of our husband, father, 
grandfather and brother. The outpouring 
of love and kindness showed during our 
loss has not gone unnoticed. All the kind 
gestures from cards, planters, food or 
keeping us in your thoughts and prayers! 
We truly thank each one of you.
To our work families Edgar County Locker, 
Kurly-Q, NAL, Paris Family Restaurant, 
Tuscany, Horizon Health and Loren Fore 
and Staff. You are so much more than our 
co-workers you are our family. Your love, 
understanding and kindness during our 
difficult time is more than appreciated.

Love,
The Family of Randy Rhoads

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

We have Cremation Mausoleums

NELLIE VAIL
KANSAS – Nellie Lucille 

Vail, 91, of Kansas, passed 
away at 7:24 a.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 17, 2019, at her resi-
dence. She was retired after 
a career with AT&T of more 
than 20 years. 

A graveside service cel-
ebrating her life was 2 p.m. 
Friday, Feb 22, at Fairview 
Cemetery, east of Kansas, 
with the Rev. Bret Hammond 
officiating. Burial followed. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Kansas was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Vail was born Jan. 
29, 1928, at Festus, Mo., the 
daughter of the late Ernest and 
Erma Smiley Whitsell. She 
married Frank C. Vail Jr. July 
3, 1948, in Cook County. He 
preceded her in death March 
6, 2004. 

Survivors include a son, 
James N. (Maxine) Vail; a 
daughter, Susan E. Vail; and a 
daughter-in-law, Sue Vail, all of 
Kansas; as well as a grandson, 
Will (Chrissy) Prado; and sev-
en great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death 
by two sons, Frank C. Vail III 
and Timothy O. Vail; a grand-
son, Jason Vail; two brothers, 
James and Fred Whitsell; and 
significant other and special 
friend, Doc Harper. 

Mrs. Vail loved cats and 
enjoyed taking care of them. 
She also enjoyed traveling, 
especially out west and for 
many years she was a mem-
ber of the Loners on Wheels 
traveling RV group. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Humane Association. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

HAROLD MORECRAFT
Harold E. Morecraft, 77, 

of Dennison, passed away at 
3:04 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 20, 

2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life was 2 

p.m. Friday, Feb. 22, at Pearce 
Funeral Home, with Bro. Rusy 
Morecraft officiating. Burial 
was in the Marshall Cemetery. 
Visitation was from noon until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the donor’s favor-
ite Humane Society or to the 
American Heart Association.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MORECRAFT

ROBERT MCCALL JR.
Robert James McCall Jr., 69, 

of Paris, passed away Thursday, 
Feb. 14, 2019, at St. Vincent 

Hospital, In-
d ianapol i s , 
Ind. 

Visitation 
was from 
3 to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, at 
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home, with 
military rites 
c o n d u c t e d 

at 6 p.m. by American Legion 
Post #211. Interment is private. 

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

MCCALL

STANLEY MARTIN
CHRISMAN – Stanley 

W. Martin of Chrisman went 
home to be with the Lord Feb. 

19, 2019, 
on his 89th 
birthday. He 
was retired 
from O’Neal 
Brothers at 
Danville.

A funeral 
service was 
noon Friday, 
Feb. 22, at 
Krabel Fu-
neral Home. 

Burial followed in Franklin 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
Friday at the funeral home.

Mr. Martin was born Feb. 
19, 1930, the eldest son of 
Glen A. Martin and Mary 
Whitsell Martin. He mar-
ried Elizabeth “Betty” Gro-
ver Sept. 28, 1950, and they 
enjoyed 68 wonderful years 

together. He and his dear 
wife, whom he lovingly called 
“Mom,” raised six of their 
own children, along with 
many friends and cousins 
who were all considered one 
of the kids.

He is survived by his be-
loved wife; their six children, 
Sharon Cunningham of Par-
is, Brenda (Mark) Moore of 
Springfield, Gary Lee ( Jane) 
Martin of Paris, Larry Dale 
(Pam) Martin of Danville, 
Sarah Lou (Tim) Henn of 
Paris and Debra Lynn (Mike) 
Sullivan of Charleston; 14 
grandchildren, Amber (Bry-
an) Furgeson, Lori Ann Fon-
ner, Jeff Martin, Heather Hart 
(Gene) Campbell, Bobbie 
Jeffries, Billie Bays, Josh Mar-
tin, Ryan Martin, Natasha 
(Kevin) Cash, Zachary (Lau-
ren) Henn, Mallory (Alex) 
Corrington, Robert Landon 
(Laurie) Callaway, Eddie 
(Erin) Sullivan and Traci 

Guthrie; 35 great-grandchil-
dren; three great-great-grand-
children; three nephews; and 
one niece.

He will be joining his par-
ents; a brother; a sister; his 
nephew, Chris Martin; and 
great-great-granddaughter, 
Elina Grace Baker, in heaven. 

Mr. Martin was a veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force, and 
worked as a custom farm-
er, a teamster and at O’Neal 
Brothers in Danville, where 
he retired. He loved his gar-
den and spent many hours 
with all his grandkids there. 
Watching NASCAR with his 
sons was a regular pastime. 
He was a Ford man through 
and through, and those who 
knew him well knew not to 
discuss any other make of 
vehicle around him, for fear 
of being chased out of the 
house. 

He enjoyed making soup 
and participating in chili 

cook-offs and making home-
made ice cream for family 
reunions (although he often 
grabbed unsuspecting family 
members by the arm to have 
them take a turn cranking 
and it might be a while before 
he returned). He loved to 
sing and dance and traveled 
anywhere just to hear coun-
try music.  

The house was always full 
of love and laughter, and after 
a few days at Paris Communi-
ty Hospital with all the cous-
ins, nephews and grandkids, 
the laughs, memories, and 
the stories of “Stan the Man” 
will continue. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Pleasant 
Meadows Senior Living Ac-
tivity Fund for the Haven 
Center, or to the Chrisman 
Christian Church.

Online condolences may 
be left at www.krabelfuneral-
home.com. 

MARTIN

CLARENCE KIRBY JR.
Clarence Arthur “Bud” 

Kirby Jr., 84, of Paris, 
passed away at 11:43 p.m. 

T u e s d a y , 
Feb. 19, 
2019, at 
H o r i z o n 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
his life is 1 
p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 25, 
at Temple-

ton Funeral Home. Burial 
follows in Vermilion Cem-
etery with military rites 
by American Legion Post 
#211. Visitation is from 
11:30 a.m. until the service 
time Monday at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Paris First 
Church of the Nazarene. 

 More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w.te m p l e to n f u n e r a l -
home.com.

KIRBY

CINDY INGRAM
Cindy Mabel Ingram, 57, of 

Paris, passed away at 2:50 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, 2019, at Twin 
Lakes Rehab and Health Care. 

No services are planned. 
Templeton Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements

Additional information and 
online condolence at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

LINDA HOVIS
Linda Kaye Hovis, 55, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:30 
p.m. EST Thursday, Feb. 

14, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was em-
ployed at 
W a l - M a r t 
in Paris as a 
greeter and 

had also worked in the deli 
and as a cashier. She previ-
ously worked 13 years at ZF 
Boge in Paris. 

A service celebrating her 
life was 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 

22, 2019, at Heritage Family 
Church in Paris. Burial fol-
lowed in Edgar Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 4 to 7 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, at 
Templeton Funeral Home. 

Ms. Hovis was born June 1, 
1963, at Paris, the daughter of 
the late Lewis A. “Luke” and 
Shirley A. Davis Hovis. 

Survivors include two 
brothers, Butch Hovis and 
Paul Hovis, both of Paris; 
four sisters, Patty Peebles, 
Terri (Richard) Crain, Mitzi 
(Rick) Daniels and Rachael 
Hovis, all of Paris; as well as 
several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 

HOVIS

JAMES HARRIS
James “Jim” Robert Harris, 

87, of Redmon, passed away 
at 7:45 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 

17, 2019, 
surrounded 
by his fam-
ily. He was 
employed at 
Goding Boot 
Factory and 
the A & P 
Store in Paris 

and the IGA and Wilb Walk-
er’s Stores in Charleston.

A funeral service was 3 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 21, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home, with the Rev. Gene 
Creek officiating. A private 
burial service for the fam-
ily was Friday, Feb. 22, in 
Embarrass Cemetery, near 
Redmon. Visitation was 
from 1 p.m. to the service 
time Thursday at the funeral 
home. 

Mr. Harris was born July 
14, 1931, at Pana, the son of 
the late William and Bertha 
Dilley Harris. He married 

Nora Johnson Harris Sept. 
4, 1954, at Redmon, and she 
passed away Jan. 8, 2008.  

Survivors include four 
children, Gary (Kimberly) 
Harris of Redmon, Dor-
othy ( John) Lawyer of 
Neoga, Angela Harris of 
Redmon and Amy (Rog-
er) Richardson of Hinds-
boro; nine grandchildren; 
12 great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild; and 
one nephew, Allen (Linda) 
Harris of Taylorville.  

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers, one sister 
and one grandson.

Mr. Harris will be remem-
bered fondly for his love of 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-
cles, Nascar races, Bluegrass 
Gospel music, his beloved 
St. Louis Cardinals and Ar-
thur, his furry pal. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar Coun-
ty Salvation Army.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

HARRIS

RUTH DAVIS
DALLAS, Texas – Ruth Al-

ice Davis née Borland, 96, died 
peacefully and surrounded by 

family Feb. 
19, 2019, in 
Dallas, Texas. 

M r s . 
Davis was 
born Sept. 
26, 1922, 
at Christia-
na, Pa., the 
d a u g h t e r 
of the late 
William and 
Mary Emma 

Borland. She married James 
Walter Davis Aug. 4, 1945, and 
he preceded her in death in 
2002.

DAVIS

She is survived by her broth-
er, Walter (Bette) Borland; her 
sons, Col. James Walter (Su-
san) Davis Jr., USMC, retired 
and Joseph Redmon (Rondi) 
Davis; her grandchildren, Mer-
edith Davis (Thomas) Mul-
hern, Genevieve Davis and 
Alice Davis; and great-grand-
children Evelyn Mulhern and 
Thomas Mulhern.

She was preceded in death 
by her son, William Davis; 
her daughter, Elizabeth Davis; 
and her siblings, John Borland, 
Martha Borland DiGiamberdi-
ni, Mary Borland, William Bor-
land, Dorothy Borland, Hilda 
Borland Williams and Frances 
Borland Rupert.

After graduating as the sa-

lutatorian of her high school 
class, she attended Lancaster 
General Nursing School and 
received the Florence Nightin-
gale Award. She then enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy Nurse Crops 
where she taught nursing arts 
for two years during World 
War II. She was honorably dis-
charged as a lieutenant junior 
grade 

While serving in the Navy 
Nurse Corps in Portsmouth, 
Va., she met James Walter Da-
vis on a Valentine’s Day blind 
date. They were wed on August 
4, 1945 and were married for 
56 years. 

The newlyweds moved to 
his hometown of Paris, Ill. 
After Jim completed medical 

school, the Davises moved 
to Leonard, Texas, and spent 
many happy years there. She 
taught Sunday School for 
more than three decades. She 
was also an avid gardener and 
was famous for her baked 
goods. 

They retired to Paris in 1986 
and cared for his mother, Olive 
Brooks Davis. They relocated 
to Greenville, Texas, in 1993. 
After the death of her husband 
in 2002, she moved to Dallas, 
Texas. 

by a sister, Pamela Kraemer; 
and two brothers-in-law, 
Don Gale and Bob Peebles. 

Ms. Hovis was a member 
of Heritage Family Church 
in Paris. She loved her 
church and was an active 
member, having taught the 
kids ministry program for 
35 years. She had also vol-
unteered for many years at 
the Edgar County animal 
shelter. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Heritage Family 
Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com
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Jussie Smollett didn’t think he was getting 
paid enough for acting in “Empire.”

The poor guy was only getting $20,000 per 
episode — pocket change 
in episodic TV land — and 
he’s been a regular character 
on the popular Fox dramatic 
series since 2015.

He apparently thought if 
he got a big splash of national 
publicity, Fox would have to 
pay him more.

So last month the gay black 
former child actor and proud 
Trump hater played the racist 
card, the homophobic card 

and the “I hate Trump” card — all at once.
As the entire country has since found out, 

Smollett staged a hate crime on the cold 
streets of Chicago starring himself as the 
victim.

To make sure his attack was sympatheti-
cally covered by the media, he told police he 
was beaten up by two racist, homophobic 
supporters of Donald Trump in red MAGA 
hats who, for extra measure, poured bleach on 
him and put a noose around his neck.

To everyone not working in the liberal me-
dia or for the Democrat Party, Smollett’s story 
stunk to high heaven from the get-go.

It was too politically perfect to be true, full 
of implausible holes and sounded like it was 
ripped from the script of a bad TV cop show.

But Don Lemon of CNN, Robin Roberts 
of ABC and the professional Trump-haters 
on “Morning Joe” and elsewhere swallowed 
Smollett’s phony story hook, line and sinker.

To them, there is nothing too evil or 
disgusting the bigoted supporters of Donald 
Trump wouldn’t do.

Therefore, Smollett’s outlandish tale didn’t 
need to be questioned, checked out by the 
liberal media or even confirmed by police.

It fit their anti-Trump narrative perfectly, so 
what he claimed happened was automatically 
true and automatically to be believed.

Thanks to the work of Chicago police, how-
ever, we now know Smollett paid two friends 
$3,500 to help him stage a hate crime because 
he allegedly was unhappy with his salary.

At a press conference Chicago Police Supt. 
Eddie Johnson said it right: Smollett, “took 
advantage of the pain and anger of racism to 
promote his career. I’m left hanging my head 
and asking why.”

Editor, The Prairie Press:
I understand the Douglas 

County Board is considering the 
siting of a wind power farm. I am 
writing to share my experience 
with wind power.  

I farm in southern Grundy 
County, Illinois.  We farm in and 
around Top Crop II wind farm, 
which is owned by the same 
company, EDP Renewables, as is 
proposing the wind farm in your 
area. This wind farm was installed 
in 2010.

In the area where this wind 
farm is located, there is little op-
portunity for other economic de-
velopment and therefore the real 
estate taxes on farmland provides 
a large part of the funds available 
to local taxing bodies. The Top 
Crop II project has paid a total of 
$14,539,896 in real estate taxes 
through 2018.

Along with the construction 
of the windmills, the company 
improved dozens of township 
roads, which has been a benefit to 
local citizens, school bus drivers, 
first responders and agricultural 
traffic.  

In my opinion, wind towers 
have increased the value of the 
property due to the income they 
generate. Farming around the 
towers has caused minimal dis-
ruption to our farming practices. 
Initially airplane application of 
fungicides was of concern. For a 
few years, helicopters were used 
when needed. It seems now that 
airplanes have become comfort-
able with the towers and are now 
offering their services in and 

around the towers.
We do not consider the sound 

generated by wind towers to be 
even remotely significant. The 
set back requirements seem to be 
more than enough to dissipate 
whatever minute noise there is. 
My son and his wife and our new 
baby granddaughter live adjacent 
to land with wind towers and 
sound has never been an issue.

As a farmer, I support renew-
able energy. I believe a variety of 
energy sources is important to 
our energy security. My expe-
rience is that wind power and 
farming coexist well. Wind power 
in our county has increased tax 
revenues, improved roads and 
increased land values with little to 
no drawbacks to the farmer or the 
surrounding residents. I would 
encourage you to take advantage 
of the benefits of the project.

John Dollinger
Grundy County

Legalizing marijuana   
makes sense for state
Editor, The Prairie Press:

These are hard times, with 
people in debt because no one 
can afford to live on their meager 
wages, much less afford medica-
tions, college tuition or put aside 
money every month for emergen-
cies or retirement. 

Let’s face it, we need more 
money to live on because there’s 
no cap on prices. Profit is right 
and necessary, but pure greed is 
not. 

We as a state can also become 
solvent by legalizing and taxing 
marijuana use, not just medical, 
but recreational use as well.

Tying the funds this bill would 
produce directly to fixing our 
roads and bridges is the best way 
to insure our crumbling infra-
structure is one problem our state 
has finally solved. 

Anita Griffith
Vermilion

Lifelong Democrat now 
believes in Trump
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Please know we are very lucky 
to have our President Donald 
Trump. 

We were close to having social-
ism government, and if the votes 
roll Democratic, there we are. 
This is nothing but communism. 
The Democratic Party is Ameri-
can communism.

I received this message in the 
mail. Bernie Sanders Democrat 
runner up for president election 
is a communist believer. He spent 
his honeymoon in Moscow. He 
openly praised communist dicta-
tor Fidel Castro.

Just be careful when you go 
vote. We could lose our liberty as 
we know it. Why do you think the 
countries around us are fighting? 
Because they have lost their liber-
ty. I’ll vote for President Donald 
Trump.

I was born and raised a 
Democrat and worked about 30 
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Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
administration has 
confirmed its new public 

pension 
plan will 
slash 
$800 mil-
lion from 
the state’s 
sched-
uled 
pension 
payment 
next fis-
cal year, 
which 

begins July 1.
That reduction is a 

direct result of Pritz-
ker’s proposal unveiled 
last week by Deputy 
Gov. Dan Hynes, which 
would extend the state’s 
pension payment ramp 
by seven years, from 
2045 to 2052.

But the administration 
won’t yet say how much 
more money will be 
saved during the coming 
fiscal years by extending 
the payment ramp, ex-
cept to suggest the near-
term cost reductions 
might be somewhere 
around $800 million a 
year. More important-
ly, the administration 
also will not say how 
many more billions this 
scheme will wind up 
costing taxpayers in the 
long term.

Hynes recently 
complained the people 
who devised the original 
pension payment ramp 
never dreamed that an-
nual state pension pay-
ments would eventually 
be consuming 20 percent 
of state revenues. 

And, indeed, way 
back in 1994 the state 
projected the pension 
payments this fiscal year 
would be $4.66 billion. 
Instead, the governor’s 
budget office puts that 
figure at $7.1 billion, 
rising to almost $8.2 
billion next fiscal year 
and then to $9 billion by 
Fiscal Year 2022.

Stretching out the 
payment funding sched-
ule would reduce short-
term costs. But remem-
ber, a dollar saved today 

American 
first needs 
to be our 
political ID

Talk of jettisoning the Windy City by downstaters has always been goofy

WASHINGTON — There’s identity — 
and then there’s identity politics. The differ-
ence between them may well be the crux of 

our next presidential election.
Identity is, obviously, who 

we are — the sum of our sex, 
race, religion (or lack there-
of), experiences and heritage. 
Identity is essential to our 
sense of self, our relationship 
to others and our place in 
society. Inherent in identity is 
the nearly universal need for 
respect, dignity, value and, 
if it’s not too much trouble, 
admiration.

When those desirables are imperiled, we 
turn to identity politics, drawing attention 
to plights, problems and issues unique to an 
ignored, marginalized, oppressed, disenfran-
chised or otherwise non-integrated segment 
of society.

We’ve all been participants in identity 
politics, at one time or another and to varying 
extents. The Irish (my hand is raised), many 
of whom came to this country as indentured 
servants, were effectively treated as slaves. 
Our history isn’t quite so noble as we might 
wish, but we are ever-changing and evolving.

Witness the all-LGBTQ city council of 
Palm Springs, California.

Though the council is a triumph of gender 
identity — featuring one bisexual woman, 
one transgender woman and three gay men 
— its members reportedly are not exactly 
singing in harmony. And, after a Latino civil 
rights group threatened a lawsuit last year, 
the council has changed the city’s electoral 
system to ensure greater diversity of other 
orders. The civil rights group was unhappy 
with the all-whiteness of the council.

You can see their point, which is not the 
same as saying the council members aren’t ca-
pable of making good decisions independent 
of their sexuality or race. But so goes identity 
politics: Everybody wants a seat at the table, 
and then somebody doesn’t like the table.

By some measures, Palm Springs represents 

We understand the meaningless 
gesture by some state legislators 
from our area suggesting that a 
cleaver be taken to the Illinois map, 
separating Chicago from the rest of 
us, but let’s face it — it’s never going 
to happen.

No matter how good it feels to 
spout off about it now and then that 
Chicago doesn’t get us, we also don’t 
always get the urban complexities of 
Chicago from the Illinois prairie.

State Rep. Brad Halbrook (R-Shel-
byville) filed a resolution this month 
appealing to the United States 
Congress to separate Chicago from 
Illinois and make it the 51st state. 
Halbrook said he’s bringing atten-
tion to the disconnect between the 
Chicago area and the rest of the 
state. That sort of attention has been 
brought before and probably will be 
again.

A study last year by the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at South-
ern Illinois University Carbondale 
noted: “This red county versus blue 

county history is especially evident 
in Illinois, where our politics are 
marked and marred by regionalism. 
It is so prevalent that fairly often 
some angry pundit or politician will 
advance the perennial idea of divid-
ing Illinois into two states, Chicago 
and the downstate region, ostensibly 
in order to free the rural areas from 
the burdens of Chicago.”

Halbrook says those northerners, 
“make financial decisions and poli-
cies that don’t follow what the rest of 
the state wants.”

The SIU study polled residents 
across Illinois with this question: 
“How much attention do you feel 
state government pays to what the 
people in your community think 
when it decides what to do?”

Statewide, just 5 percent respond-
ed “A good deal.” In Chicago, 7 

percent said that. Downstate, it was 
just 3 percent.

Statewide, 70 percent said “Not 
much.” In Chicago, that answer 
captured 72 percent of the answers. 
Downstate, it was 73 percent.

The study also looked at the 
revenue generated in taxes in Illinois 
counties compared to the money 
those counties receive from the 
state.

Cook County — where Chicago 
is located — gets back just 80 cents 
for every dollar it sends the state, ac-
cording to the study. Edgar  County 
on the other hand, gets back $1.41 
for every tax dollar it sends to the 
state. Clark County is at $1.22 while 
Douglas County gets even less back 
than Chicago — 75 cents on the 
dollar. 

It’s no secret most Central Illinois 
residents are frustrated when we see 
a a sea of red in a state of blue. But 
talk of jettisoning Chicago is akin to 
that old saying about cutting off your 
nose to spite your face.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Chicago’s not leaving
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“ I strive to help individuals and 
families secure financing for their 
dream home.”

Meet Darla McClure

Whether you are looking to refinance your existing home, purchase 
a new home, or obtain a line of credit for home improvements, Darla 
McClure, First Mid’s local Retail Loan Officer, is the person to speak 
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offers a great deal of knowledge to help you secure financing! 
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The Consolidated Election is April 2, 2019. 

Early Voting begins Feb. 21, 2019. 
Grace Period Registration and Voting begins March 6, 2019. 
Early Voting and Grace Period Voting for all Edgar County 

Precincts are conducted in the Voting Center at the  
Edgar County Clerk’s Office. 

 
Elderly and Persons With Disabilities who are not registered to 
vote and cannot leave their home, hospital, nursing home, or 

other institution because of a physical disability can arrange for 
voter registration by contacting the County Clerk’s Office.  If 
unable to vote in person, a registered voter may request an 

application to vote by mail.   
Assistance with voting and voting aides is available. 

 
All polling places in Edgar County are 
accessible to persons with disabilities. 

 
August H. Griffin 

Edgar County Clerk & Recorder 
115 W. Court St.  Room J 
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years for them. I’m no 
longer a Democrat.

President Trump has 
kept his word to help us 
American as much as he 
can. 

The Democrat losers 
won’t do anything to see 
him succeed. The Left 
only wants to scream 
impeachment. 

Get rid of the Demo-
crats and we’ll have a good 
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by not putting it into the 
pension fund results in 
multiple investment dollars 
lost that will have to be put 
in by state taxpayers years 
down the road. This is the 
biggest reason why the state’s 
pension payments are so high 
right now.

Payments were deferred 
and, therefore, investments 
were not made and then debt 
piled up to mountainous 
levels. 

Almost all the revenue 
from the 2011 income tax 
hike had to go to the pension 
funds because the state 
couldn’t make the full annual 
payment. When the tax hike 
was allowed to partially roll 
back in 2015, the state kept 

making pension payments, 
but that exploded its unpaid 
bill backlog and forced cuts 
to the rest of government. 

Pritzker has said over and 
over again that he opposes any 
sort of constitutional change 
to allow for reduced pension 
benefits going forward. The 
only remaining option is to 
pay the piper. The temptation 
appears intense right now to 
once again try to shift those 
payments into the future.  

The Pritzker folks say 
transferring state assets into 
the pension funds could 
negate the long-term negative 
fiscal impact of extending the 
payment ramp.  That would 
be true if those assets are 
significant and if the General 
Assembly agrees to do it.

Pritzker recently an-
nounced a task force 

designed to look into the use 
of state assets to prop up the 
pension funds. It will look 
into selling off state-owned 
real estate, including the 
Thompson Center in Chica-
go. The most discussed state 
asset sale is the Tollway. 

A Tollway sale could gener-
ate tens of billions of dollars, 
but Pritzker will likely have 
to use every bit of leverage 
he has to convince legislators 
to pass it. Former Chicago 
Mayor Richard M. Daley’s 
parking meter privatization 
scheme has been so univer-
sally derided that all govern-
ment asset sales, even logical 
ones, are now automatically 
viewed with the deepest of 
suspicions. Any sale or lease 
would likely have to come 
with far more restrictions 
than Daley’s parking meter 

deal, which has sprouted 
meters all over the city while 
forcing prices ever higher.

I am now covering my sev-
enth governor. And what I’ve 
discovered about the future 
over all those years is that it 
always arrives. Freeing up 
a little budgetary breathing 
room today can have severe 
consequences down the road. 

The best, most responsible 
solution is to match reliable 
state revenues with realistic 
projected expenditures. It’s 
never easy to do that but 
it’s how other states avoid 
the fiscal trouble Illinois is 
constantly faced with. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.) 
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the zenith of identity politics. 
Hey, hey, we’ve transcended 
sexual identification as a bar-
rier to full societal participa-
tion. Then again, how odd to 
find it necessary to publicly 
declare one’s — or someone 
else’s — sexual identity. 
That said, coming out was 
crucial to the gay movement 
and, perhaps, it still is. Far 
more noteworthy, however, 
would be not knowing such 
personal details, suggesting a 
truer transcendence, as well 
as respect for privacy — and, 
not least, one’s right not to 
know.

Oh, but lost forever is 
the sublime notion of being 
blissfully ignorant about the 
intimacies of others. “Please, 
don’t share” would be my 
hashtag of choice.

We know too well the 

proclivities of one Donald 
Trump, who surely represents 
the nadir of identity politics. 
His 2016 victory was sealed 
by his early recognition of 
identity-anxiety on the right 
and the perception that 
whites were losing their place 
in the hierarchy of American 
society. Trump came, saw 
and conquered against all 
odds because he understood 
what Southern politicians 
have always understood -- the 
collective id. His evil genius 
was in plumbing the depths 
of that id and liberating the 
latent bias there through his 
bigot-baiting jibes at Mexi-
cans, Muslims and others.

To those involved in recent 
identity movements, such 
posturing by whites may 
seem ludicrous. The benefi-
ciaries of white privilege, after 
all, don’t get to whine about 
injustice. Yet, as Caucasians 
see their numbers dwindling 

amid projections of their 
near-future minority status, 
they might well feel dimin-
ished or threatened. How one 
deals with those feelings is 
a function of many factors, 
but a great leader inspires the 
angels of our better selves 
rather than the demons of 
our basest instincts.

Obviously, Trump chose 
the latter path.

Today, we have sunk to a 
level of tribalism that would 
seem to predate the modern 
era. Will we soon divide 
ourselves into fiefdoms led by 
warlords? Virtually speaking, 
we already have. By seeking 
like-ideological company 
around Internet news sites 
and political watering holes, 
we sate our need for identity 
affirmation, rarely question-
ing whether there might be 
another way.

And so, we look toward 
2020, where the line of 

Democratic candidates is al-
ready long. One thing seems 
obvious: The next president 
of the United States will need 
to start a movement, not 
merely run a campaign. He or 
she will have to make a stand 
against our divisions and 
those who profit by them. 
And we citizens need to use 
our votes to conquer the 
dividers. It’s time to set aside 
our differences and reimagine 
our American identity — as 
one nation, indivisible. This is 
the way we earn those earlier 
mentioned desirables — our 
worth, our national sense of 
self, our dignity, self-respect 
and that of others. And, yes, 
too, perhaps even the admira-
tion of a world that prays we 
return to our senses.

(Kathleen Parker is a 
politically conservative-leaning 
columnist for The Washington 
Post. Email her at kparker@
washpost.com.)

REAGAN
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Why? 
Because Smollett is a 

troubled egomaniac and had 
every reason to believe he 
could get away with it.

He knew his pal Lemon, 
Hollywood celebrities and 
left-wing Democrats like 
Cory Booker would immedi-
ately fall for his tale and use 
it to prove their claim that 
Donald Trump has created 
a more racist and more ho-
mophobic America.

Chicago Police Supt. John-
son was terrific. He blasted 
the celebrities, media people 
and presidential candidates 
for giving Smollett’s phony 
attack so much favorable 
national publicity.

But where is the outrage 
of the black community? 
Where is the outrage of the 
LGBTQ community?

They are the ones who 
should be most offended 
by Smollett’s incredibly 
inept scheme to become a 
celebrity victim, because 
his stunt has diminished the 
credibility of real hate crimes 
in the future.

Smollett smeared Trump’s 
supporters as racists and 
bigots. He also smeared the 
ordinary people of Chicago 
and the U.S.

In the long run his hate 
hoax and bald-faced lying af-
terwards have done a public 
service he never dreamed it 
would.

It exposed the fake news 
media for what they are 

to the whole country and 
proved how deep and wide 
the Trump derangement syn-
drome is in the media and in 
Hollywood.

Smollett got the atten-
tion he craved, but his hoax 
backfired on him. His scenes 
in the final episodes of “Em-
pire” reportedly have been 
drastically cut back.

He could end up in jail 
for three years for filing a 
false police report, but in the 
long run he’ll be excused or 
forgiven by Hollywood and 
the liberal media because he’s 
such a devout Trump hater.

In fact, it won’t surprise 
me if his progressive friends 
in La-La Land give him a 
special Oscar Sunday night 
for the acting job he did in 
his dishonest interview with 

Robin Roberts on “Good 
Morning America.”

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email 
him at reagan@caglecartoons.
com.)

country. 
Respect our President 

Trump.
Betty Englum

Paris
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property’s southeast corner, 
near the ball fields and tennis 
courts. High school co-princi-
pal Lorraine Bailey raised the 
issue of high school security if 
public access is granted in an 
area where there is no regular 
school staff on hand.

Smith replied that no spe-
cific school access has been 
identified. 

“We’ll work with you to 
make it wherever you want, 
or to eliminate any access to 
the school if that is your de-
sire,” said Smith. “We won’t 
do anything that is not safe 
for your school.”

It was noted the public al-

ready uses school recreational 
facilities at times, but Bailey 
pointed out only with prior 
school permission. 

“We’re not like a public 
park with facilities open all 
the time,” Bailey said.

The grant applications to 
IDOT are due in March or 
September, Vitale said. Be-
cause of the amount of design 

preparation and route deci-
sions yet to be made, the city 
is looking toward the Septem-
ber deadline.  Wednesday’s 
public hearing is just one 
necessary step in the grant 
process.

The mayor encouraged 
continued public comment 
on the plan, either in writing 
or personally with members 

TRAIL
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Plastic is everywhere and 
used in everything, especially 
for what most consumers find 
the annoying and excessive 
packaging around single items. 
It is becoming a serious prob-

lem since the material does 
not decompose and continues 
to accumulate in the environ-
ment.

The Edgar County 4-H is 
helping to reduce the problem 
one plastic bottle cap at a time. 
Partnering with Green Tree 

Plastics of Evansville, Ind., the 
caps, and other appropriate 
plastics, are turned into heavy 
and durable benches that are 
suitable for outside use.

“For each bench, you need 
200 pounds of caps,” said 
Bryce Kohlmeyer, who was 

involved with a project by the 
Fort Sumpter and Stratton Jr. 
Farmers 4-H Clubs to get two 
new benches for the 4-H Fair-
grounds.

Kohlmeyer said the benches 
can be used outside but anoth-
er option is placing them in the 

4-H kids turning bottle caps into benches
show ring building as more 
comfortable seating for elderly 
visitors who may have difficul-
ty climbing or sitting on the 
metal, bleacher-style seating 
already in place.

Bottle caps are the pre-
ferred material for the bench-
es. Some other plastics, but 
not all, are acceptable. Milk 
jugs, for example, are made 
from a type of plastic that 
does not recycle well for this 
type of use.

This is not a new effort 
by the local 4-H. Kohlmey-
er said another club did the 
first bench approximately 
16 months ago and the Fort 
Sumpter and Stratton Jr. 
Farmers benches are the sec-
ond and third acquired for 
use at the 4-H grounds. More 
may be coming in the future if 
the 4-H Federation approves 
financing the project or other 
sponsors are found to cover 
the cost.  

In addition to supplying 
200 pounds of plastic caps 
for recycling, there is a $300 
fee per bench. Prospect Bank 
sponsored the Fort Sumpt-
er bench, and First Farmer’s 
Bank and Trust covered the 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

New benches made from recycled plastic are going into use at the Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds thanks to the Stratton Jr. Farmers 
and the Fort Sumpter 4-H Clubs. The clubs spent several months gathering bottle cap lids and other suitable plastics for recycling. 
Each bench requires 200 pounds of plastic for recycling.

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Trish Vitale, who is preparing the state grant application for 
funds to help develop a walking/biking trail between Twin Lakes 
Park and the high school, points out possible trail routes during 
a public hearing Wednesday, Feb. 20, a City Hall. The city hopes 
to use the new state program to begin development of a series 
of recreational trails around the city.

Class 1A state tourney in 
Normal. The day will be 
made up at the end of the 
school year, the board mem-
bers decided.
nHeard the district is pur-

chasing a new bookkeeping 
system specifically designed 
for school districts as well as 
one for use by teachers called 
Teacher Eze, a web-based 
gradebook.  The teacher soft-
ware costs $6,200 while the 
bookkeeping software costs 
$9,500.
nHeard an update on the 

summer work planned for 
the school district includ-
ing replacing the cabinets in 
the home economics room 
and additional roof coating 
work.
nApproved the final up-

dated policy manual for the 
district.

SHILOH
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money for the Stratton Jr. 
Farmers Club.

The two clubs spent about 
six months gathering the bot-
tle caps and the drive collected 
nearly 1,000 pounds of plastic. 
That may seem like a lot of 
plastic but it is a small amount 
compared to the vast quantities 
of waste plastic generated on a 
daily basis. According to the 
Earth911 website, Americans 
use 2.5 million plastic bottles 
every hour and each of those 
bottles has a cap.

Kohlmeyer said the left 
over 600 pounds of plastic 
caps are available for another 
4-H club or another organiza-
tion to use.

“I know some schools are 
working on this,” he said.

Green Trees’ bench program 
is a no-wait process. Kohlmey-
er made an appointment to 
deliver the collected plastic 
and at the same time pick up 
two benches. The benches he 
got were made from plastic lids 
previously left with the compa-
ny and the lids he dropped off 
will go into a bench that some 
other organization orders. 

“You drop off and pick up 
the same day,” he said. 

of the city council. 
“The ultimate objective of 

this state program is to en-
courage people to get outside 
and walk or bike for exercise, 
and to improve the quality of 

life for Illinois citizens,” Smith 
said. “If we are successful 
in developing this first trail, 
perhaps future projects with 
public-private partnerships 
can add more routes.”

posted a warning on the city 
Facebook page not to let chil-
dren younger than six months 
consume the city’s water as 
either plain tap water or as 
a mix for other beverages or 
baby food. The warning was 
posted after a routine water 
sample tested unusually high 
for nitrites. 

Children younger than six 
months cannot process nitrites 
at the level found in the water 
although the concentration is 
not considered dangerous for 
people beyond that age.

Following the city meeting, 
water commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe took a few minutes to 
discuss the issue. He said the 
city is taking the matter seri-
ously but it is also important 
residents not panic and un-
derstand the situation. 

He said geologists and 
other water experts have ex-
plained to him the Chrisman 

water source is a glacial aqui-
fer, meaning it is water de-
posited underground at the 
end of the Wisconsin glacial 
episode when glaciers melted 
and retreated.

The glaciers created more 
than water reserves in the 
ground. Trees and other or-
ganic material trapped and 
ground up by the glacial ice 
was also dropped as deposits. 
This material from more than 
10,000 years ago remains in the 
ground water and is the source 
of naturally occurring nitrites.

Wolfe added over the last 
decade or so, Chrisman’s wa-
ter has experienced periods 
where the nitrite concentra-
tion spikes for unknown rea-
sons and then drops again. 
The city recently sent in more 
water samples for testing but 
the results had not arrived by 
the meeting date. 

He added there are home 
water filters people can use 
that are capable of reducing 
the nitrites while noting ni-

trites occur both naturally in 
food such as lettuce, spinach 
and other leafy greens and 
also as preservative additions 
in bacon, hot dogs and other 
processed foods.

To put the issue into more 
perspective, Wolfe said an 
adult would have to drink 
three gallons of water or a 
child eat two hot dogs to at-
tain the same level of nitrites 
that was in the tested sample.

The nitrite issue is anoth-
er reason Wolfe supports the 
plan for Chrisman to buy wa-
ter from Paris rather than con-
tinuing with a water source 
that has known problems.

One of the tasks the city 
council gave to Morris was 
finding out what happened to 
a state grant the city was to re-
ceive but was never paid. Mor-
ris shared information provid-
ed by Senator Dale Righter’s 
office indicating Chrisman 
returned some of the informa-
tion needed to secure the De-
partment of Commerce and 

CHRISMAN
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Economic Opportunity grant 
but failed to enter a formal 
grant agreement with DCEO.

Chrisman was in Righter’s 
senate district at the time the 
grant was sought. The city is 
now part of Chapin Rose’s 
district.

Wolfe disputed the claim a 
grant agreement was not en-
tered.

“Every time I asked Chapin 
about it he said it was sitting 
on the governor’s desk waiting 
for him to sign it,” said Wolfe. 
“That was back when Quinn 
was governor then the next 
guy froze everything.”

Morris was told to continue 
pursuing the matter with Rose 
because Chrisman needs the 
money to replace a Centennial 
Park pavilion.

Library board member Tyler 
Alexander addressed the coun-
cil about finding a more effec-
tive fundraiser for the library.

“We are getting tired of do-
ing little nut sales and things 
like that,” said Alexander. “We 

need something big we can do 
annually.”

He proposed a dice run, 
which is similar to a motorcy-
cle poker run, except it is an 
event for golf carts and side-
by-sides and the area covered 
is much smaller. A dice run is 
divided into set stops with an 
official at each location to re-
cord the number thrown on a 
pair of dice. At the last stop, all 
of the scores are totaled and the 
person with the lowest number 
is the winner. The prize money 
is taken from the entry fee and 
does not require upfront mon-
ey from the library.

“I attended a similar event 
at Georgetown that had about 
40 entries,” said Alexander.

None of the commissioners 
expressed reservations about 
the idea and Alexander was 
told to finish developing his 
plan and bring it back for ad-
ditional consideration

A recent insurance review 
created some changes the 
company wants the city to 

make.
Topping the list is doing 

a yearly license check for ev-
eryone with access to a city 
vehicle. 

“We could have people with 
speeding tickets and other in-
fractions and not know it,” 
said Burns.

Another change involves 
posting signs in the city parks 
stating rules such as no alco-
hol use.

The insurance company 
also sought clarification re-
garding the status of the city 
library.

Burns explained the build-
ing is insured by the city but 
there is no mention in the pol-
icy regarding contents such as 
computers and the book col-
lection. The company want-
ed to know if those items are 
covered by a separate policy 
owned by the library.

No one knew the answer 
to that question and Owen 
pledged to find out during the 
next library board meeting.
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Paris Lady Tigers on a great season
 and on your LIC All Conference honors!

Karrington Krabel & Jenna Gates (1st Team)
Madyson Rigdon (2nd Team)

Brooklyn Westerfield (Honorable Mention)

Titans were oh so very close
Last second free-throws lift Lanark Eastland over Tri-County 64-63; TCT playing for third place at 11 a.m.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yahoo.com

NORMAL — For most of 
three quarters Friday, it ap-
peared the Tri-County Titan 
girls basketball team would be 
playing for a state champion-
ship today in Redbird Arena.

But an offensive drought in 
the last 4 minutes of the game 
and clutch foul shooting by 
the Lanark Eastland High 
School Cougars dashed those 
dreams as TCT fell 62-61 in 
a heartbreaking loss in the 
semi-finals of the IHSA Class 
1A state tourney.

Instead, the Titans will face 
the Lewistown Indians at 11 
a.m. today in Redbird Are-
na in the third-place contest. 
Lewistown fell in the second 
semi-final game to defend-
ing state champion Danville 
Schlarman 58-41. 

In the game of basketball, 
making it to the Final Four — 
and to be playing late in a sea-
son — is an accomplishment 
in itself. After disappointment 
the past two seasons in the 
sectional championship, this 
TCT team made its mission 
to finally break that glass ceil-
ing and make it to the next 
level — the Elite 8.

The Titans did that — by 
not only winning their first 
sectional title — but backing 
it up by winning their first 
Super-sectional title Monday 
night to clinch the program’s 
first ever berth into the state 
finals.  

The first task for the sixth-
ranked Titans came Friday 
against the fourth ranked La-
nark Eastland Cougars in the 
semi-finals. 

In a game filled with emo-
tional ups and downs, two 
late free throws by the Cou-
gars with 5.1 seconds left 
that helped Eastland erase a 
late seven-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter to snatch a 64-
63 win sending the Titans to 
the third-place game today.

After trading baskets in the 
opening minutes, the Cougars 
raced ahead on a 7-0 run on 
the strength of a three-point-
er by Lydia Coatney and four 
free throws — two each by 
the duo of Erin Henze and 
Meredith Jansen to take a 9-2 
lead with 3:54 left.   At 3:27 
mark and down 11-4, the 
Titans had a 9-0 run of their 
own with three straight Cou-
gar turnovers to net six points 
to take a 13-11 lead with 1:24 
left.   The Cougars answered 
with back-to-back three-point 
shots by Coatney and Henze 
to regain the lead. The Titans 
answered as Harley Barry hit 
a three-pointer with 12 sec-
onds left in the frame to make 
the score 17-16 after the first 
8 minutes.

Eastland went on a 5-0 run 
to start the second quarter as 
Coatney made four of the five 
points in to give the Cougars 
a 22-16 lead at the 5:41 mark.  
After the team traded baskets 
for around three minutes and 
with Eastland up 29-24, the 
Titans ended the quarter on 
an 8-0 run on four straight 
made shots to take a 32-29 
lead into the locker room at 
halftime.

The Titans never relin-
quished the lead in the third 
quarter — extending it to as 
many as seven points at the 
5:48 mark outscoring the 
Cougars 6-2. TCT was up 
40-34 with 5:01 in the quar-
ter left when Eastland got hot 
on a with 5-0 run highlighted 
by jumpers by Coatney and 
Henze to cut the Titans lead 
to just one at 40-39 with 2:06 

left.   The Titans responded, 
ending the third on a 7-2 run 
with Kiersten Price-Wilson 

capping off the quarter with 
a jumper with 9 seconds left 
giving Tri-County had a 47-

41 lead going into the final 
frame.

The Titans continued to put 
on the pressure in the fourth 
quarter, extending their lead 
to as many as eight points at 
54-46, thanks to trips to the 
free throw line. TCT hit 7 of 8 
in a span of 3:47 seconds.  At 
this point, things were look-
ing good for a Titan win and 
a spot in the title game.

But a basketball game is 32 
minutes long — and the mo-
mentum was about the swing.

The Cougars kept their 
groove going from behind the 
arc as Henze scored 8 points 
on her own — 6 points off 
of two three-point shots — 
to balance out the Titan free 
throws. 

All of a sudden, the Titans 
lead was at 58-56 with 2:31 
left.  

With 40 seconds left, Hen-
ze hit another three-pointer 

to give the Cougars a one 
point lead at 62-61.  

Tayler Barry stepped to the 
line with 22 seconds to go and 
made two free throws giving 
TCT the lead at 63-62.  

With six seconds left, Gra-
cie Burnside was fouled by 
Dani Rush sending her to 
the free throw line with two 
shots.   After missing the first 
one, TCT Coach Joe Mor-
risey sent three of his players 
back, leaving Bella Dudley 
tas the lone Titan in the lane 
to try and grab a rebound.   
Burnside missed the second 
free throw.  Rush grabbed the 
rebound and was fouled by 
Dudley with 5.1 seconds left.  
Rush — who hadn’t scored a 
single point the entire game 
— made both free throws to 
give Eastland a 64-63 lead.  

Following a Cougar time-
out, Tayler Barry was driving 
the ball across the timeline, 

but stepped out of bounds 
with three seconds left giving 
Eastland the ball back.  The 
Cougars hit the in-bounds 
pass to clinch the one-point 
win.

The Titans finished the day 
21 of 50 from the field for 42 
percent and 17 of 24 from the 
free throw line for 70.8 percent.  

Sophomore Tayler Barry 
led the scoring for the Titans 
with 22 points, 8 rebounds 
and four steals. Senior Ki-
ersten Price-Wilson added 
18 points, 9 rebounds and 7 
blocks.   Bella Dudley added 
11 points and four rebounds 
coming off the bench.

The Cougars were 17 of 48 
overall for 35.4 percent and 8 
of 12 from three point range 
for 75 percent.   Eastland also 
made their free throws count 
going 22 of 27 for 81.5 per-
cent.  

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Tri-County Titan Coach Joe Morrisey, kneeling, talks to his team during the hectic fourth quarter of Friday’s IHSA Class 1A state tourney semi-final at Redbird Arena 
in Normal. The Titans led by 8 points with just over 4 minutes remaining but were unable to hang on for the win, falling 64-63. TCT plays at 11 a.m. today in the third-
place game against Lewistown, who fell to defending state champions Danville Schlarman 58-41.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Tri-County’s Gracie Burnside goes up for a shot in Friday’s 
IHSA Class 1A semi-final at Redbird Arena in Normal. Burnside 
finished with 5 points in the Titan loss.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Tri-County’s super sophomore Tayler Barry, 1, makes a move to the basket during semi-final action 
Friday morning in the IHSA Class 1A state tourney semi-final. The second team all-stater led the 
Titans in scoring with 22 points in the 64-63 loss. 

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Harley Barry, 4, makes a move to the basket in first half action 
in Friday’s semi-final contest. She finished with 5 points.

See TITANS, Page 10A
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DEAN WRIGHT,

Glassware, Coins, Antiques, Collectibles,
Furniture, 2009 Cadillac STS & MUCH MORE!

Preview: Friday, March 1st from 1pm to 7pm

THIS IS A SALE YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS.
WE WILL HAVE A BUILDING FULL!

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

momentum gradually began 
to shift in favor of Tri-Coun-
ty. The Titans took their first 
lead with just .55 seconds re-
maining in the opening half, 
going into the halftime break 
with a 32-29 advantage. 

The first half of the third 
quarter was fast and wild for 
the Titans who forced mul-
tiple turnovers. TCT raced 
out to a five-point advantage 
behind several shots from 
sophomore Tayler Barry and 
Kiersten Price-Wilson. 

“We liked the fast pace of 
the game and it was similar 
to us,” Price-Wilson said. “It 
kept us going throughout the 
game.” 

After a buzzer-beating 
field goal by Price-Wilson to 
end the third quarter, the Ti-
tans led 47-41. 

TCT continued to push 
their narrative through the 
fourth quarter and estab-
lished an eight-point advan-
tage with 4:13 remaining in 
regulation. With both teams 
in double bonus, it looked 
as if Tri-County would be 
able to seal the game by con-
trolling the ball and mak-
ing their free throws when 
fouled. Despite that, the Ti-
tans were unable to covert 
a field goal attempt through 
the remainder of the game 
— relying merely on free 
throws. 

Tri-County led 63-62 with 
just six seconds left in the 

game but a late foul allowed 
two free throw attempts by 
Eastland — both of which 

they made — to take their 
first lead of the fourth quar-
ter. The Titans inbounded 
the ball in the closing sec-
onds but stepped out of 
bounds while bringing it up 
the court, effectively ending 
any hope of a last second 
shot attempt. 

“They were a similar 
team in what they did on 
the court,” Morrisey said. “I 
think that we played a good 
game today but they per-
formed well also.” 

 “We are going into the 
next game knowing that it is 
our last game together and 
we are going to stick togeth-
er as a team,” Harley Barry 
said. “We are going to work 
harder and support each oth-
er through it all.” 

STATE
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READ
KNOW IT ALL. 

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE & DELIVERED SATURDAYS.

Erin Henze scored a game 
high 25 points to lead the 
Cougars. Lydia Coatney add-
ed 19 points while Karlie 
Krogman had a double-dou-
ble with 10 points and 12 re-
bounds. 

The Cougars reminded 
Morrisey of some of the 
tougher teams the Titans 
played earlier this season.

“Down in Charleston, we 

played T-Town, which is here 
and Effingham which is play-
ing in a super-sectional — 
very physical and quick,”  he 
added.

“They were like very quick 
just like us,” Tayler Barry said. 
“They had really good triggers 
that shot some quick threes to 
get us in trouble.” 

Tayler Barry also noted 
Eastland played,  “very wide 
so we would have to either 
dribble down just one per-
son because if we would have 
thrown the high pass, they 
would have got it.”   She not-
ed the Cougars were, “very 
long.  They got a hand on 
everything.”

Barry also assessed what 
she needs to do going into 
the final Titan game of the 
season.

“Work harder, have bet-
ter defense, and not foul so 
much,” she added.

TITANS
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Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Tri-County Coach Joe Morrisey, center, and players, from left, Gracie Burnsides, Tayler Barry, Kiersten Price-Wilson, Bella Dudley 
and Harley Barry asnwer questions in the post game press conference Friday afternoon following their state tourney loss to East-
land 64-63.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Titan Maiya Eskew brings 
the ball down the floor for 
Tri-County in Friday’s state 
tourney game.

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Freshman Bella Dudley, 23, goes up for a shot while team mate 
Kiersten Price-Wilson looks on in Friday’s IHSA Class 1A state 
tourney in Normal.

Paris falls in the 
LIC finale 68-56
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

LAWRENCEVILLE- The 
Paris Tigers fell to Lawrencev-
ille in their final Little Illini 
Conference game of the season 
Friday, Feb. 15, 68-56. 

Paris finished their LIC sea-
son with a 1-7 record while 
Lawrenceville wrapped up 
LIC play with a 4-4 mark. The 
Tiger record sits at 9-18 with a 
road date at South Vermilion 
the only game left prior to re-
gional action.

The story of the game was 
pretty much told in the first 
quarter. Paris committed 7 of 
their 13 total turnovers in the 

opening period, leading to an 
18-6 deficit. 

From that point, the Tigers 
and Indians played evenly. Paris 
was able to cut the deficit to 5 
points in the fourth quarter, but 
just could not get over the hump. 

Mason Hutchings led the 
way for the Tigers as he fin-
ished with 13 points on the 
evening. Matthew Brouwer 
added 11 points including 
9 in the second half. Colton 
Landrum finished with 9 
points, Logan Rhoads added 
6, Bryce Gladding had 5, Jude 
Sullivan 4, Dustin Creech 
added 3, JT Johnson 2 and JR 
Brinkerhoff had 1. 
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

THANK YOU
The Administration of Life’s Journey Senior 

Living Memory Care would like to send a 
HUGE THANK YOU to all the staff on duty 

and all staff who quickly responded to 
come in and assist when we had a sprinkler 
burst in our building on January 31st.  Their 

quick actions moved all of our neighbors 
to safety.  We would also like to thank 

the Paris Fire Department, Edgar County 
Ambulance, Paris Police Dept, Barlow’s, 

Express Electric and Wente for their quick 
response in getting our fire system back 

up and running. We would also like to thank 
the Higginbothem family for bringing in 
fans to help dry the floors and Serve Pro 

for their assistance.  We are so grateful to 
all that assisted in this emergency and it is 
heartening to know that all those involved 
were here in our time of need and for that 

we SINCERELY THANK YOU!  
Julie Wieland

Executive Director at Life’s Journey

THANK YOU

1218 N. Main Street • Paris, IL • 217.466.1610

Sunday Brunch Buffet - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

OPEN 7 days a week! 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

$7.99 includes drink (child)
$8.99 includes drink (adult)

COME JOIN US
for some great food & service!

Panthers end season unbeaten; Tourney set Sunday
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The 55th regular season of 
Paris Junior League play has 
come to an end as the teams 
gear up for tournament play 
beginning Sunday at Eveland 
Gym.

The Panthers finish the 
season with an undefeated 
record.

COLTS 32, BEARS 24
The first game of the after-

noon began with the Colts 
taking an 8–2 lead. There was 
a lot of scoring in the second 
quarter as the Colts added 10 
points and the Bears added 7. 
At half the Colts led 18–9.  

The Bears outscored the 
Colts in the third quarter but 
still trailed by 7 points, 24–17.  

Scoring was back and forth 
in the final quarter with the 
Colts taking the win.

Rickie White was the high 
point guy for the Colts with 
13 points.  Colten Cornwell 
and Braylen Mills each had 
4.  Drake Thompson finished 
with 3.  Mason Byrnes, Dylan 
Flores, Hailey Yantis and 
Owen Jones had 2 each.

Austin Pardi led the Bears 
with 6 points. Nathan Fonner 
added 5 and Conner Little 
and Jacob Staley had 4.  Park-
er Sanders and Carter Fox 
each had a basket and Gabriel 
Roush had one free throw.

PANTHERS 58, EAGLES 10
The second game of the af-

ternoon belonged completely 
to the Panthers as they took a 

20-0 lead in the first quarter.  
The scoring machine contin-
ued and at half the Panthers 
led 36-4.  

The third quarter was more 
of the same as the Panthers 
led led 52-6.  The scoring 
slowed down during the 
fourth and the win went to 
the Panthers.

Jackson Rigdon led the 
Panthers with 14 points.  Kip-
ton Bradford, Dylan Blair and 
Drew Rogers each had 10 
points. Sean Dunn and Luke 
Stuck had 6. Carter Delash-
mit and Karic Mason had 2 
points each.

The Eagles were led by 
Ethan Brown with 4 points. 
Mason Barrett, Landon Ger-
berding and Holden Hender-
son each had 2.

HAWKS 31, CARDINALS 18
While the score might not 

reflect it, the third game of the 
afternoon was a nail biter.  

At the end of the first quar-
ter the Cards held a slim 7-6 
lead.  In the second quarter, 
play was evenly matched with 
the Cards holding on to a slim 
11-10 lead at halftime.  

The tables turned slight-
ly in the third quarter as the 
Hawks took the lead 18-14.  
The Hawks got serious in the 
fourth quarter, outscoring the 
Cardinals 17-4 to take the win 
31-18.

Bradley Litteral was leading 
scorer for the Hawks with 12 
points. Dominic Asbury fin-
ished with 9. Madox Hutch-
ings added 4 to the books. 
Brody Bishop, Alivyah Lank-

ster and Andre Calhoun each 
had 2.

Carter Eastham led the 
Cards with 7 and Dylan Lucas 
added 4.  Carter Crippes had 
a bucket and a free throw for 
3 points.  Gage White and Aa-
din Means had 2 points each.

TIGERS 41, LIONS 16
In the last game of the after-

noon, the Tigers took a small 
lead at 7- at the end of the first 
quarter. It was the work of the 
second and third string on the 
Tiger bench that gave them a 
25-8 lead at the half.  

Both teams scored in the third 
quarter, but the Tigers still led 

36 -14.  The Tigers put 5 more 
points on the board during the 
last quarter and held the Lions to 
only a single bucket.

Gage Woolum, Ty King and 
Caison Whitaker led the Ti-
gers with 6 points each. Gar-
rett Rigdon added 5. Brayden 
Rogers, Koen Brinkerhof, Bri-
an Smith and Brody Whitaker 
each had 4.  Cooper Keys fin-
ished with 2.

John Heelan was top scorer 
for the Lions with 8 points. 
Eli Brinkerhoff and Brody 
Quinn added 4 points.

Tournament play will start 
on Sunday with games start-
ing at 12:45. 

Paris, Charleston face off in 3A regional
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

A pair of familiar foes will 
square off in the opening 
round of the IHSA Class 3A 
regionals on Monday night.

 The Paris Tigers face 
the Charleston Trojans at 6 
p.m. Monday at Olney High 
School.

These two teams met on 
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at Paris High 
School with the Trojans nip-
ping the home team by the 
score of 70-68 in overtime.

Each team enters postsea-
son play with identical 9-19 
records.

The Tigers are the 11th 
seed and hope to avenge the 

earlier loss to the 10-seeded 
Trojans.

There’s a lot more on the 
line this time in the game as 
the winner will earn the right 
to take on the top seed,  Ur-
bana in the Springfield south-
east sectional complex. That 
game is set Tuesday night at 
7 p.m.

Charleston has allowed 
67.4 points per game this sea-
son, while the Tigers give up 
55.7 per contest. 

The Paris Tigers posted 
their second-highest point 
total of the season on senior 
night against the Trojans 
— 68 points —  earlier this 
month.

Bears release embattled place kicker
LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) 

— The Chicago Bears signed 
kicker Cody Parkey to a four-
year contract in March hop-
ing he would give them the 
consistency they have lacked 
ever since they let Robbie 
Gould go.

That didn’t happen. And 
now, Parkey is out.

A person familiar with the 
situation said Friday the NFC 
North champions have decid-
ed to release the embattled 
kicker after one season. The 
person spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because 
the move had not been an-
nounced. The NFL Network 

first reported the decision.
Parkey made 23 of 30 field 

goals during the regular sea-
son for the third-lowest con-
version rate in the NFL. He 
was 42 of 45 on extra points.

Six of his misses, count-
ing the playoffs, hit uprights, 
including a 43-yard attempt 
in the closing seconds of the 
Bears’ wild-card loss to Phil-
adelphia at Soldier Field that 
also ricocheted off the cross-
bar.

Parkey’s appearance on the 
“Today” show a few days later 
helped erase any remaining 
doubts about his future in 
Chicago. It clearly did not sit 

well with the Bears’ hierarchy.
“We always talk about a 

‘we’ and not a ‘me’ thing, and 
we always talk as a team, we 
win as a team, we lose as a 
team,” coach Matt Nagy said 
in January. “You know, I just, 
I didn’t necessarily think that 
that was too much of a ‘we’ 
thing.”

Parkey also nailed uprights 
four times while missing 
two field goals and two extra 
points in a victory over De-
troit at Soldier Field on Nov. 
11. He hit one on a missed 
PAT at Minnesota in the reg-
ular-season finale.

In October, Parkey missed 

wide right on a potential win-
ning 53-yarder in overtime at 
Miami. Jason Sanders then 
kicked a 47-yard field goal as 
time expired in OT to lift the 
Dolphins to a 31-28 victory.

The Bears have struggled in 
the kicking game since they 
let Gould — their career scor-
ing leader — go just before 
the start of the 2016 season. 
In the three years since then, 
Chicago has converted 57 of 
75 field goals.

Gould is set to become a 
free agent March 13. There 
has been speculation in Chi-
cago about a reunion with the 
Bears.

Gould understands Bears fans speculation
ROSEMONT, Ill. (AP) 

— As the ball hit the upright 
and crossbar, Robbie Gould 
could imagine how Cody Par-
key felt. The Chicago Bears’ 
breakthrough season came 
to a crushing conclusion, par-
ticularly for their embattled 
kicker.

“I’ve been there,” he said. 
“I’ve missed game-winning 
kicks, too.”

Parkey’s miss off the left 
upright and crossbar in the 
closing seconds of a 16-15 
wild-card loss to Philadelphia 
at home turned out to be his 
final attempt as a member of 
the Bears. A person familiar 
with the situation said Friday 
that the Bears have decided 
to release him. That figures to 
fuel more speculation about 
Gould returning to Chicago.

He’s scheduled to become 
a free agent on March 13. The 
Bears need a kicker. And the 
million dollar — or multi-
million dollar — question is 
whether they will bring back 
their career scoring leader.

“The McCaskey family 
(owners) changed my family’s 
life,” said Gould, who watched 
from a suite at Soldier Field 

with his wife and three young 
sons as the Bears lost to the 
Eagles. “They gave us a lot of 
great opportunities in one of 
the greatest sports cities you’ll 
ever find. I’m thankful that 
they gave me that opportuni-
ty. I’ll be forever thankful. My 
kids will be raised Bears fans. 
This is home.”

Gould spoke Friday at the 
Chicago Golf Show. He is 
promoting a software system 
called Eventlify that helps or-
ganizers manage all aspects of 
golf events.

Gould converted more 
than 85 percent of his field 
goals and missed just four of 
his 383 extra points as a mem-
ber of the Bears from 2005-
15. He amassed 1,207 points 
before general manager Ryan 
Pace and former coach John 
Fox let him go just before the 
start of the 2016 season.

In the three years since he 
has combined to make 82 
of 85 field goals for the New 
York Giants and San Francis-
co 49ers. Chicago kickers, by 
comparison, are 57 of 75 in 
that span.

Gould might command a 
rather high price, particularly 

if the 49ers place the franchise 
tag on him.

“They have the opportuni-
ty to get a contract done with 
me,” he said. “Obviously, they 
have exclusive rights to talk to 
me until free agency opens. 
There’s no reason not to. ... At 
this point, I’m just enjoying 
being around my kids and not 
really worried about the foot-
ball contract.”

Gould insisted he has no 
hard feelings toward the Bears 

for letting him go. He was 
shaky in the 2016 preseason 
after missing six field goals 
the previous year to match a 
career high he set as a rook-
ie. But he has been just about 
automatic the past three years 
thanks to some adjustments 
in his footwork. At 36, he 
plans to play “until they tell 
me no.”

Gould still lives in the Chi-
cago area. His wife Lauren is 
from there. 
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mackenzie Niedfeldt brought her Flemish Giant rabbit to the 
Shiloh FFA barnyard. She said the rabbit is about 18 months old 
and on the small side for the breed.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

In addition to the usual livestock at the Chrisman FFA Barnyard, 
Colton Mitchell shows his Highland bull. Highland cattle origi-
nated in Scotland and are considered one of the oldest domesti-
cated breeds and were raised primarily as a meat source.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hope Gillaspie steadies a donkey at the Chrisman FFA Barnyard. 
An accomplished horsewoman, Gillaspie worked with the animal, 
which does not belong to her, to tame it enough so visitors to 
the barnyard could get a good look.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jullie Phillips, a Chrisman FFA member, brought her pet bearded 
dragon lizard to the chapter’s Barnyard Day. Phillips is fascinat-
ed by all reptiles calling them super cool.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Shiloh FFA member Brody Partenheimer cleans his dairy 
shorthorn calf before visitors start arriving at the FFA Barnyard, 
Thursday, Feb. 21.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brianna Bange, a Shiloh High School student, brought her Halflinger horses to the FFA Barnyard so other students and community 
members could see the animals. Halflingers are considered draft horses but Bange and her sister are also training the animals for 
riding.

Future Farmers of America show

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Chrisman school district resident Leigh Snyder loaned llamas 
for the FFA Barnyards at both Shiloh and Chrisman.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Although not a barnyard animal, this quaker parrot was part of 
the pet display at the Chrisman FFA Barnyard. Clinton, Indiana, 
resident Lindsey Reed had several birds at the event as a guest 
exhibitor.
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
My tolerance is limited.  
There’s hardly anyone who 

could tell 
you my 
father’s 
name. Like 
all humans, 
he passed 
away years 
ago, known 
mostly by 
those who 
worked in a 
Piggly Wig-

gly grocery store. That was in 
Oklahoma, where he owned 
the facility, the site of my birth 
in 1936.  

My siblings and I were 
considered homely – down-
right ugly, in fact. Father was 
hurt that his store patrons 
rejected us at first sight and 
refused to have anything to do 
with us. To convince people of 
our beauty and usefulness, he 
hired pretty girls and women 
to push us around in his 
store for a few days. His idea 
worked remarkably. We were 
wonderfully accepted.  

I felt the same public love as 
my brothers and sisters. We’ve 
multiplied by the millions 
since that first day when 
Father built me. His name, in 
case you’re interested, was Syl-
van Goldman. I was the first 
grocery cart in America.

I’m speaking for two 
reasons. For one, we unfor-
tunately receive little praise 
for our many kind deeds. We 
transport load after load from 
store shelves to automobiles 
for endless days. Though some 
folks are kind enough to place 
us in our designated reserved 
parking spots, many simply 
abandon us next to their cars. 

We endure endless batter-
ing and are left to all kinds of 
weather elements. Rain, snow, 
and sleet are the worst. Winds 
often whip us cruelly down 
streets and alleys. Occasional-
ly we’re lost, only to be found 
eventually in a swamp, rusting 
in neck-deep water.

One of my worst experienc-
es was in Paris, Illinois. 

Some thoughtless ignora-
mus unloaded and shoved me 
(we carts are shoved constant-
ly, it seems). I came to a halt in 
front of a farmer’s tall pickup 
truck and lodged on the grille 
guard. The driver couldn’t see 
me. I was pushed around the 
east end of town, attracting 
stares from pedestrians and 
motorists alike. Finally, I was 
pushed eastward along a 
highway at 50 mph for several 
miles. I don’t know how my 
little wheels took the suffering 
punishment, but they did.

In recent years, we carts 
were modernized. Upgraded, 
they called it. We were mod-
ified to carry toddlers along 
with groceries.  

I’d like to get my hands on 
the person who thought up 
that brilliant idea. Now, we get 
pawed by greasy, candy-coat-
ed, little fingers and thumbs. 
Sometimes diapers overflow, 
thumbs bleed, slobbers and 
snot drip and worse, no one 
seems to care. They dare to 
criticize us carts for being 
health hazards.

Lots of nice folks work in 
the parking lots at supermar-
kets. They gather us carts up 

Let’s clear 
up some 
grievances

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

The reporter handed in a 
story about a blind instructor 
at Lake Land College. The guy 
wore black 
glasses, and 
poked round 
with one of 
those white 
sticks, which 
makes it eas-
ier to avoid 
bumping 
into things.

At the 
time, I was 
an editor for 
the college newspaper, The 
Navigator. Since my retire-
ment from the local news-
paper in 2008, and never to 
darken its doors again, I have 
been taking classes at Lake 
Land. On occasion, someone 
will ask me why I do it.

Your options begin to 
narrow when you cannot find 
your bridge, which in my case, 
is still missing. Eating spaghet-
ti; well that is something that 
draws a crowd at restaurants. 
To avoid embarrassment, I 
tend to speak with my mouth 
closed.

I like old people just fine, 
considering I am in their ranks, 
and kind of a senior, senior 
citizen at that.

When I retired, I found 
myself sitting around with my 
peers, some of who gloried 
in complaining about their 
health. The last straw was the 
day a woman discussed Num-
ber 2 in detail and her efforts 
to facilitate its evacuation. She 
ruined my meatloaf.

Socrates denigrated young 
people. Before he drank the 
hemlock juice, one could find 
him complaining incessantly 
about their shortcomings, 
disrespect for their elders and 
perceived sloth. A friend of 
mine named Walter, who fan-
cies himself a historian, swears 
Socrates engaged in orgies as a 
teenager.

“He would throw toga 
parties,” Walter said. “One 
time, his parents came home 
unexpectedly, and found him 
snorting olive oil.” 

I told Walter to keep the 
olive oil thing to himself, lest it 
become the latest craze.

So, the reporter comes 
back with the story, which 
described the instructor as 
visually impaired.

“He is not visually im-
paired,” I replied. “He is blind.” 

But, she stuck to her guns 
(I’ll write about clichés in 
another column). 

I had an inside track on the 
vision thing, having spent a 
few minutes with the instruc-
tor in the Lake Land student 
union. He was having trouble 
finding a seat, so he sat down 
with me. He taught English 
composition.

Which made it all the more 
worrisome the reporter (not 
that far out of the cradle, and 
reared in the land of Political 
Correctness) muted an amaz-
ing accomplishment. Why 
spoil beauty with a euphe-
mism?

Political Correctness may be 
best described as euphemisms 
on steroids. The reporter, 
well-meaning, and fearful of 
using a word that might bring 
down the wrath of an angry 
god, and thinking it in the best 
interest of a blind man not to 

Tales from 
the editor’s 
desk

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

BY RUTH PATCHETT
rpweib1@gmail.com

History has always been one of 
my favorite subjects, and I especial-
ly enjoy hearing the stories of local 
people. 

Recently, I was pleased to talk to 
Ruthie Erwin at the Redmon Pit 
Stop and hear her story of cooking 
and serving people. Her life story 
could be called a family affair think-
ing of all the family in her life and 
how it has played out in her lifetime 
of food service.

Food and Erwin go together and 
the reason she is still shapely has to 
be because she works so hard serv-
ing others. My first question to her 
was who taught her to make pie. 

For those who don’t know, Erwin 
is the pie baker at the Pit Stop, and 
she can make any pie one might 
want. She makes pies daily for the 
restaurant when it is open and said 
people who come on Sunday for the 
buffet dinner will pick up their pie 
before grabbing a chair. They want 
to make sure they get their favorite 
piece before it is gone. 

She makes coconut cream, ba-
nana cream, chocolate cream, all 
sorts of fruit pies, fresh strawberry 
pie, peanut butter pie and her fa-
vorite raisin. All of her cream pies 
are topped with whipped cream or 
an eggless meringue due to health 
regulations. She is particular about 
health concerns and dates the des-
serts so they will not be served past 
due.

Back to my first question of who 
taught her to make pies? She said no 
one actually taught her formally, but 
she learned through observation. 

Erwin grew up in a home with 16 
people as her mother died when she 
was two and her aunts raised her and 
her siblings. The house was not large 
but they all fit, and they never went 
to bed hungry. The attitude was if 
you did not get a favorite piece of 
the chicken you appreciated the 
neck. 

The basement was well stocked 
with every fruit and vegetable locally 
grown and canned. She recalls mak-
ing sauerkraut outside in big crocks 
during the summer. She credits her 

The pies have it 
Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press 

Ruthie Erwin is everybody’s sweetheart on Valentine’s Day at the Redmon Pit Stop when this photo was taken. She does not 
let age slow her down and her made from scratch pies and other desserts are a must have with every meal served at the 
restaurant.

See PIES Page 9B
See CODGER, Page 9B

The Earth’s surface is a solid, 
but thin and fragile, crust. 
Underneath is a 2,500-mile 
deep mantle composed of 
hot moldable material. At 
the center is a two-layer core. 
The inner core is solid metal 
surrounded by an outer layer 
of molten iron and nickel. This 
outer core is just over 1,000 
miles thick and part of the 
reason there is life on Earth.

 When the planet formed 
4.5 billion years ago, it started 
as a hot-molten mass of liquid 
and gas. As it cooled, the 
surface solidified. Over time 
the pressure at the inner core 
pressed it into a solid but left a 
molten layer around the core.

The heat is due to pressure, 
residual heat from formation 

trapped inside and new heat 
generated by radioactive 
materials breaking down. It 
continues to cool, but there 
are a few billion years before 
it becomes solid, which may 
be the end of any life at the 
surface.

The Earth’s liquid outer 
core of iron and nickel 
flows in swirling eddies as 
the Earth spins. The sheer 
volume of moving metal 
creates magnetic fields in-
side the planet, which reach 
more than 40,000 miles into 
space.  

In the early phase of the 
solar system, all of the inner 
planets had magnetic fields. 
Over time Mercury, Venus and 
Mars lost theirs when their 

inner layers solidified. 
Originally Mars had a thick 

atmosphere, but it is a small 
planet and 
3 billion 
years ago 
it cooled. 
Soon after 
the surface 
became a 
cold, dry, 
dead place.

The 
Earth’s 
magnetic 

poles happen to be close to the 
geographic poles, but they are 
only close. A compass needle 
points to magnetic north, not 
true north, and the differential 
between true and magnetic 
north is changing. 

As the fluid outer core 
shifts and hot spots well up 
it changes the magnetic field. 
For the last 200 years, it has 
been moving about 10 miles 
per year. Recently the rate 
has accelerated and is moving 
more than 30 miles per year 
toward Siberia.

 Not only is the magnetic 
field shifting it has also been 
getting weaker for the last few 
hundred years. It is weaken-
ing about 7 percent every 
100 years. This is all due to 
reorganization of the outer 
core, which is always changing. 
The field gets weaker and will 
eventually drop to zero just 
before it does a 180-degree 
flip making the bottom of the 
Earth a north magnetic pole 

and putting the south magnet 
on top. This has happened 
about every 500,000 years, 
and the last time was 780,000 
years ago so the switch is 
overdue. 

When it flips the magnetic 
field disappears for approxi-
mately 2,000 years until the 
field builds back up.

There is reason to be 
concerned. Mass extinctions 
of life occurred during these 
reversals. Well documented 
is the Triassic-Jurassic mass 
extinction of 200 million 
years ago when 84 percent of 
all species perished. Another 
case was the Permian mass 
extinction in which up to 97 
percent of all species were 
wiped out. It may be more 

than a great meteor collision 
that wiped out the dinosaurs.

The Earth’s magnetic field 
is useful for finding direction, 
but it plays a major role in pro-
tecting the planet from danger-
ous radiation. Stripped of this 
shielding, Earth is blasted by 
cosmic radiation from the sun.

A great discovery was how 
the Earth’s magnetic field caus-
es the outer atmosphere to line 
up in arching shells. These Van 
Allen Radiation Belts, named 
for James Van Allen, Universi-
ty of Iowa Physics Department 
Chair during the early space 
program, extend from 500 out 
to 40,000 miles around the 
Earth and pull in at the north 
and south poles.

Earth’s ancient magnetic field protects against mass extinction

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Tempting? Yes it is. This peanut butter pie made by Ruthie Erwin at the 
Redmon Pit Stop is a rich dessert that can top off any meal for the peanut 
butter lover.

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Fresh from the kitchen at the Redmon Pit Stop, Ruthie Erwin sits with a few 
of the baked goods she creates daily without ever referring to a recipe. She 
also accepts special orders to bake pies for family celebrations during the 
winter holidays.

PIT STOP DESSERTS GET RAVE REVIEWS
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS IL. 1563 met Thurs-
day, Feb. 14, with 18 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Gretchen Dyl, TOPS 
best loser; and Jill Hoffman, 
KOPs best loser; and Janet 
Embry, best walker. Embry 
also won the walking drawing 
and the food chart drawing.  

Members walked a total of 
45 1/2 miles.

The program was a KOPS 
graduation for Embry, who 
met her goal weight Jan. 3.

TOPS IL. 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning 
at 6 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always wel-
come and more information 
is available by calling 251-
5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met Tues-
day, Feb. 26, with 15 members 
weighing in and 13 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were Judy Ferris, TOPS week-
ly loser and three-week loser; 
Mary Ruth Clark, KOPS 

drawing winner and marble 
game winner; Gale Arbuck-
le, three-week loser; Myndy 
Wooten, top walker and top 
biker; and Patty Felgenhauer, 
top exerciser.

Verna Smith’s program 
emphasized how the various 
contests help club members 
reach goals.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of The Presbyterian Church 
with weigh-in from 5:45 to 
6:50 p.m. and the meeting 
starting at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 217-808-
0078.

Local TOPS chapters assemble

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

be what he was, refused to 
budge.

As tempting as it was to 
overrule her, I refrained, for 
several reasons. My philoso-
phy, when it comes to women, 
is do not presume to think you 
are the decider when it comes 
to a dispute over what you 
want done, and what she wants 
to do. You are not.

Fifty years of fighting with 
my wife over putting the lid 
down ended with my complete 
capitulation. I also caved over 
the garbage thing. I am fighting 
a rear-guard action over the 
issue of the hedges.

So visually impaired, it 
was. No doubt the object of 
such tender concerns, bumps 
through life; a great teacher 
by all estimations, had a good 
laugh.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He re-
cently started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in which 
he offers a different look at life 
and aging. Email him at reynold-
sharry1943@gmail.com)

ALTRUSA EXCHANGE STUDENT

Special to The Prairie Press

Oleksandr “Sasha” Serkov, an exchange student attending Paris High School from the Ukraine, 
spoke to the Altrusa International Cub of Paris at the February meeting. Serkov shared the dif-
ferences in the education system here and in his country along with political issues and other 
cultural differences.  He is pictured with Altrusa member Barbara Bergdolt. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

After a brief absence from 
east central Illinois, physician 
Maria Horvat is excited to be 
back in the area providing com-
prehensive women’s health ser-
vices.

Horvat, a board certified ob-
stetrician/gynecologist, joined 
Horizon Health February 4 as 
a full-time provider in the Paris 
Clinic.

“I’m thrilled to get back to 
my roots and look forward to 
making a positive impact on 
women’s health,” she said. “This 
area has a lot of good people. 
There is definitely a need here 
and it’s a good feeling to be 
where you’re needed.”

Horvat has 30 years of expe-

rience practicing gynecology. 
She had a private practice in 
Charleston for almost 19 years 

and for the 
past five years 
provided a 
full range of 
ob/gyn ser-
vices at two 
hospitals in 
C h i c a g o ’s 
northern sub-

urbs.
She offers a full-scope of 

women’s services from well-
ness exams to complex surgical 
procedures for patients of all 
ages. 

Her services include contra-
ception management, dilation 
and curettage of the uterus, lap-
aroscopic tubal ligation, min-
imally invasive hysterectomy 
and fertility testing.

“I like to make a positive dif-
ference one patient at a time,” 
she said. “That’s what my prac-

tice is all about. No problem is 
too big or too small. We’ll take 
care of it.”

Susan Arp, family nurse 
practitioner, will provide ad-
ditional support for Horvat’s 
practice. Arp joined Horizon 
Health in 1996 and has a di-
verse background that includes 
nursing home care, family 
medicine, women’s health and 
urgent care at EZ Care walk-in 
clinic.

“Susan is as dedicated as I 
am to women’s health,” Horvat 
said. “I’ve known her since our 
training days in Chicago and 
through mission trips to Gua-
temala.”

Horvat’s practice will add to 
the extensive women’s health 
services currently available at 
Horizon Health. Arturo Men-
chaca, MD, specializes in uro-
gynecology, which combines 
gynecology and women’s urol-
ogy. He provides minimally 

invasive gynecological surgery 
for dropped pelvic organs, 
treatments for incontinence 
and more.

Horvat earned her medical 
degree at the University of Illi-
nois Medical School in Chica-
go. She is board certified by the 
American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and is a Fellow 
of the American College of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology.

She was born and raised in 
the Chicago suburbs. Her ag-
ricultural roots stem from her 
parents who were horticultur-
ists and farmers. She has four 
children, all of whom were 
raised in the Coles/Champaign 
County area. 

In her spare time, she enjoys 
spending time with family, 
watching live theater, traveling, 
gardening, hiking and fishing. 
She also has a love for horses.

For an appointment, call 
217-466-4475.

Horvat joins Horizon Health team
Practice returns
gynecological service 
to Edgar County

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Angus Beabout of Paris was 
named to the fall 2018 Dean’s 
List at the University of Ken-
tucky. Beaubout, a graduate of 
Paris High School, is a fresh-
man majoring in undeclared/
exploratory studies. He is also 
a member of the University of 
Kentucky cheer team.

The University of Kentucky 
College of Arts and Sciences is 
pleased to announce that 1,751 
undergraduates qualified for 

the Fall 2018 College of Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s List. Un-
dergraduate students in the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
represent all Kentucky coun-
ties, 46 states and 26 countries.

To be included on the 
Dean’s List, students must 
have completed 12 or more 
credits during a semester for 
letter grades with at least a 
3.60 GPA. 

Home to 19 academic de-
partments that offer major 
degrees in 27 disciplines and 

36 minors, the College of 
Arts and Sciences provides 
education in fundamentals to 
every undergraduate student 
at the University of Kentucky 
and builds foundations for 
advanced study in every field. 
Its faculty integrates innova-
tive research with exceptional 
teaching and outreach, there-
by providing paths to under-
standing the past, solving the 
problems of today, and imag-
ining the possibilities of to-
morrow.

Beabout named to Dean’s List

April in Paris gardening seminar 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

   The University of Illinois Ex-
tension, in conjunction with Ed-
gar County Master Gardeners, is 
hosting the annual April in Paris 
gardening seminar Thursday, 
April 11, at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church, 15197 U.S. Hwy. 150. 
This half-day event features 
Chris Benda of illinoisbotaniz-
er.com presenting on wildflow-

ers for the home garden.       
   Tree health care and pruning 
is the topic of Ryan Pankau 
from Illinois Extension, and 
Richard Schroeder from Illi-
nois Prairie Hosta Society dis-
cusses designing with hostas.
  The doors open at 8:15 a.m. 
with breakfast and registra-
tion, and the program begins 
at 8:45. The $25 fee includes 
breakfast, materials, speakers 

and garden-related vendors. 
The event is open to the public. 
   Master Gardeners who at-
tend are eligible for three 
hours of continuing education 
credits.
Reservations are recommend-
ed and may be made by calling 
Edgar County University of 
Illinois Extension 217-465-
8585 or register online at go.il-
linois.edu/aprilinparis.

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 02/27:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 03/01:
Meatloaf,

twice-baked 
potato casserole,
choice of salad

& roll

Thur 02/28:
Pulled pork 
sandwich,

baked beans,
coleslaw or 

garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

B UNCO
Party!FOOD • FUN

Sunday, March 3  
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

St. Mary’s Altar Society 

$10 Entry Fee 

Lite lunch provided
Eat at 12:00 noon

Monetary prizes to be determined based 
on number participating. 

Bring your BUNCO friends and 
Party with everyone!

Lessons provided 
prior to start time

Games start 
at 1:00 p.m

HORVAT

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

The military exploits and 
hard-nosed personality of An-
drew Jackson have become the 
stuff of American legend. Few 
presidents of past eras have left 
such a polarizing legacy. 

While many hail Jackson as 
the hero of the 1815 battle of 
New Orleans and laud his de-
votion to the common man, 
others point to his harsh indif-
ference to American Indians, as 
well as a checkered personal life.

The seventh American 
president and the first of Irish 
descent, Jackson was born 
in South Carolina March 15, 
1767. His father died shortly 
before his birth. 

Jackson lost his two older 
brothers, who were both born 
in Ireland, to illness during 
the Revolution.  His mother 
also died of smallpox in 1781.  
Jackson joined the American 
Revolution at age 13 and later 
spent two weeks in captivity 
by British troops, where he 
was badly wounded when he 
refused to clean a British offi-
cer’s boots. Jackson carried a 
hatred of the British for the rest 
of his life. 

At age 20, Jackson was ad-
mitted to the bar and in 1791 
married Rachel Robards, who 
had  endured a rocky first mar-
riage. She was not legally di-
vorced at the time of her mar-
riage to Jackson, and their legal 
remarriage in 1794 did little 
to prevent charges of adultery, 
which dogged the couple even 
after her death in December 
1828. Jackson never remarried 
and swore revenge on his wife’s 
enemies.

Jackson’s shining moment 
in a career of military glory 
was the smashing victory 
over a much-larger British 
force at New Orleans on Jan. 
8, 1815, the last great battle 
of the War of 1812.  The rout 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Abraham Lincoln’s connection to 
Edgar County is remembered every 
year by the Paris Bicentennial Art 
Center.   

The art gallery and museum, located 
in the home of Lincoln’s good friend 
Milton Alexander, sponsors a Lincoln 
birthday event by inviting fourth and 
fifth grade Edgar County students to 
create birthday cards and enter them 
in a special exhibit. A total of 199 cards 
were received from Crestwood, Kansas, 
Shiloh and Wenz schools. 

Each card was to include a short 
verse about Lincoln or incorporate one 
of his famous quotes. First, second and 
third place prizes were award for each 
school as well as an overall grand prize.

Winners were: Crestwood, first 
place Cash Kuglin, second place Alina 
Leader and third place Aleaha Winkler; 
Kansas, first place Lincoln Judd, second 
place Brookelyn Gough and third place 
Cara Phillips; Shiloh, first place Brylee 
Wallen, second place Easton Wilson 
and third place Maggie Milburn; and 
Wenz, first place Alexis Landsaw, sec-
ond place London Pruiett and third 
place Kathryn Jones.

The grand prize winner was Brylee 
Wallen of Shiloh.

All winners received a copy of “The 
Civil War Period Journals of Paulena 
Stevens Janney,” by Christie Russell. 
Janney was Russell’s great-great-grand-
mother. 

Other elements of the prizes includ-
ed: grand prize – $50; first place – a rib-

bon and $5; second place – a ribbon, a 
Lincoln $1 presidential coin and a Civil 
War magazine; and third place – a rib-
bon, a Lincoln penny collection folder 
and a Civil War magazine.

All students submitting an entry for 
the birthday card exhibit received a cer-
tificate of participation and a gift cer-
tificate from McDonald’s for a free ice 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Illinois history has been 
defined by shifting political 
alliances, and even Abraham 
Lincoln was not immune. 
One example is his relation-
ship with Charles Constable 
of Marshall, a judge and one-
time close friend who was 
later arrested for his release 
of Union army deserters in 
1863.

That controversial action 
was indicative of the fierce 
divisions of the homefront in 
Illinois during the Civil War 
and is what Constable, who 
came to Marshall in 1848, is 
best known for today.

Born on July 17, 1817 in 
Harford County, Md., Con-
stable attended a scientific 
and classical high school 
and subsequently graduated 
with high honors from the 
University of Virginia.  In 

1838, he relocated to Mount 
Carmel and later married his 
longtime wife, Martha, the 
daughter of Thomas Hinde, 
the founder of that city.

Constable established a 
law practice in Mount Carm-
el and also dealt in real estate. 
In 1844, he was elected to the 
first of two consecutive terms 
in the Illinois Senate. Consta-
ble was also a delegate to the 
1848 Illinois state constitu-
tional convention.

Along the way, he became 
acquainted with Lincoln, a 
fellow Whig. The two men 
were part of a  group of Whigs 
who spoke at a barbecue in 
the former state capital of 
Vandalia on July 19, 1844, 
and they routinely argued 
against each other in court.  
Constable is also credited 
with helping young attorneys 
get into the Lincoln-Herndon 
law offices in Springfield.

In 1847, Constable and 
Lincoln were on opposite 
sides in one of the most con-
troversial cases of the future 
President’s legal career, the 
Matson slave case.  Lincoln 
defended Robert Matson, 
a Kentuckian who argued 
for ownership of his fugitive 
slaves from Illinois, while 
Constable was part of the 
legal team representing the 
slaves. The case perplexes 
Lincoln scholars today, as 
Lincoln offered a tough de-
fense of Matson and his rights 
of ownership.  A Coles Coun-
ty judge found in favor of the 
slaves, who were set free. 

Still, Lincoln and Consta-
ble remained friends. By the 
late 1840s, Constable was 
interested in obtaining a pa-
tronage job, possibly to offset 
a fading legal practice. On 
May 13, 1849, Lincoln wrote 
a letter of recommendation to 

U.S. Secretary of State John 
Clayton on behalf of his es-
teemed friend Constable, 
“who came to our state over 
ten years ago, has fought the 
Whig battles faithfully with 
us ever since, and is now a fa-
vorite with us all.”

The letter sought a position 
for Charge d’Affaires to one of 
the South American States.
Constable did not receive an 
appointment. 

On Jan. 13, 1851, Lincoln 
tried again on Constable’s be-
half, writing U.S. Sen. James 
Pearce of Maryland recom-
mending Constable for a 
judgeship in Oregon. Again, 
Constable was unsuccessful.

By then, Constable was 
living in Marshall, where he 
failed in a bid for circuit court 
judge in 1848. Ten years later, 
he was easily defeated in a bid 
for a vacant seat on the Illi-
nois Supreme Court. 

Though Lincoln had laud-
ed Constable for his devotion 
to the Whigs, Constable later 
switched to the Democratic 
party, and the relationship be-
tween the men cooled. Con-
stable served as an elector-at-
large for the 1856 Presidential 
campaign of Democrat James 
Buchanan, Lincoln’s prede-
cessor.

The final blow in the rela-
tionship came in 1861, when 
Constable was elected circuit 
judge as a Democrat.  Con-
stable later spoke against Lin-
coln on multiple occasions 
during the latter’s presidency.

However, Constable’s ca-
reer ended in disgrace. In 
March 1863, a detail of Indi-
ana soldiers crossed into Illi-
nois to arrest several Union 
deserters.  The mother of one 
deserter received a writ of 
habeus corpus and sent it to 

As I look back at tending 
livestock, one of the more 
important jobs was to get 
those critters fed right. 

When I was first married 
I was given the job of 
getting some corn ground 
for cow feed. My dad and 
his other helper were busy 
on one farm so he let me 
use the old ’48 Ford 1 ½ ton 
truck to haul the ear corn. I 
carefully maneuvered that 
old mon-
ster along 
side the 
corncrib 
until I had 
it perfectly 
located 
under an 
outside 
crib win-
dow. I got 
her close 
enough so 
that as I threw the ear corn 
out the opening it carried 
into the bed. 

About an hour and a half 
later I had 100 bushels in 
the back of the truck and 
only had to move it three 
times to even out the load. I 
hardly raised a sweat though 
because I generated enough 
steam, but it was wintertime 
and I took off my coat. 

Well, I drove her on out 
of the lot and found I only 
made one mistake. I didn’t 
locate the little gray cat 
that was helping mouse 
and I kinda squashed that 
little helper. That was bad 
because Rosie’s folks gave 
that little ball of gray fluff for 
a wedding present. 

Off to town I went and 
took the corn into the old 
Consumers Feed Mill to 
have it ground up into cow 
feed. It took longer to wait 
for the job to be done than 
to load the truck. I was 
sitting in that old building 
talking to other farmers and 
I heard some miraculous 
adventures about feeding 
livestock, some of them real 
and some of them I suspect 
were made up. It was OK 
because I was too young to 
know the difference. 

When I got back home I 
had the job of scooping that 

Memories 
of grinding 
feed the 
old way

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Happy birthday, Mr. Lincoln
See CHARLES, Page 4B

Andrew 
Jackson is a 
polarizing 
figure 

See JACKSON, Page 4B

Constable: Lincoln’s frenemy
Marshall’s Charles Constable was a friend to Lincoln, but their relationship went south during the Civil War

See LINCOLN, Page 4B

Society 
presents 
interurban 
program
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

The Edgar County Genea-
logical Society’s next program 
at 7 p.m. March 4 is “The 
Amazing Interurban.” The ge-
nealogical society meets in the 
Historical Museum Annex.

Jeff Koehler will cover the 
history of the interurban from 
its beginnings in Brazil, In-
diana, in 1893 to the last run 
from Indianapolis to Terre 
Haute in 1940. An interurban 
line operated between Terre 
Haute and Paris for much of 
that time. Many innovations 
in transportation and freight 
delivery resulted from the in-
terurban’s development and 
operation.

Koehler is a lifelong resident 
of Clay County, Indiana, and 
has been the county historian 
for almost 20 years. He en-
courages program attendees to 
bring any pictures, newspaper 
articles and other items related 
to the interurban.

The Historical Museum 
Annex is located at 408 N. 
Main. This is a free program 
open to the public and a brief 
ECGS business meeting will 
follow. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Wenz School award winners in the Lincoln Birthday Card contest are, left to 
right, Alexis Landsaw, first place; Kathryn Jones, third place; and London Pruiett, 
second place.

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood School winners at the art center’s Lincoln Birthday Card exhibit are, left to right, Alina Leader, second place; 
Cash Kuglin, first place; and Aleaha Winkler, third place.
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cow feed into two different 
bins for the milk cows and the 
feeder cattle. Ground feed is 
easier to scoop than ear corn, 
but if the wind is blowing you 
will find about half of it all over 
you.

A few years later my dad had 
a different idea about how to 
handle ear corn without quite 
as much scooping. At that 
time we had a mounted corn 
picker on the old J. D. “A” with 
a sheller bed on the back of it. 
We also had a small aluminum 
hiker about 12 feet long. 

We put the hiker in one of 
the full doors of the crib and 
all we had to do was to rake 
the corn down into the hopper 
and the hiker took it to the 
little sheller and then after 
it was shelled the unloading 
auger put it in a wagon. That 
was still a lot of work if we had 

to mount that sheller on the 
tractor, and it really didn’t save 
any time. We did have a pile 
of cobs to use for starting fires 
with, but we had to haul them 
to the coalhouse and deposit 
them there. We also used 
some shelled corn and we put 
that in the appropriate bin, 
but we still had to haul some 
of that corn to town and get 
her ground up. Maybe a good 
idea, but it did keep our hired 
man, my dad and me busy and 
we may have only saved a half 
dollar or so. 

Sometimes it was simpler 
and easier to just use the scoop 
shovel and old truck, but it was 
a lot more fun to figure out if 
that process would work. I’m 
still not sure if that was just 
a trial in futility. We only did 
that process a couple of times. 
In a few years, we didn’t have 
the cattle anymore and we 
concentrated on farming more 
ground, just raising crops and 

a few hogs. 
In 1970, we went to all 

shelled corn on our farms 
and the process was a little 
different. I augered up a load of 
shelled corn on that old truck 
and hitched a side-delivery 
auger wagon on the back and 
hauled her into the feed mill. 
The mill was on Jefferson 
Street owned by Edgar Coun-
ty Supply Company. I could 
do that all by myself again 
while dad and helper Mag 
Lewis were doing something 
more important like working 
ground. It was much easier for 
me and it didn’t take as long. 

There were other people to 
visit with while I was getting 
that feed ground for hogs. I 
almost always saw Clarence 
Kraemer in there. I also got to 
watch “Big” Bob Clark run the 
mill and that was all right as 
long as I didn’t get in the way. 
It was just fascinating to watch 
how he and Vern Downing 
switched augers, moved 
spouts and pushed the right 
buttons. They sure made good 
hog feed and they didn’t even 
have to cuss because some-
thing wasn’t working right. If I 
was lucky and had the time, I 
even got to talk about raising 
hogs with Bill McConkey and 
John Findly who also worked 
there. 

Then all I had to do was haul 
that stuff home, turn loose the 
wagon and hitch the old “A” 
onto the wagon. I maneuvered 
through the hog lots and used 
the hydraulic auger to put feed 
into self-feeders. I have almost 
come full circle, but I didn’t 
squish any cat that time, but 
I did squish a pig once that 
didn’t get through the mud fast 
enough. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 

made Jackson a national hero 
and catapulted him into the 
successes he enjoyed for the 
rest of his life. He also served in 
the Seminole Wars of 1817-18.

Jackson served briefly in 

both houses of Congress from 
Tennessee and returned to the 
U.S. Senate in 1823.  In 1824, 
he was one of four major candi-
dates for President and carried 
the popular vote, though he 
did not receive a majority. The 
issue was then decided in the 
U.S. House, and John Quincy 
Adams narrowly prevailed on 
the first ballot.

Enraged, Jackson and his 
supporters charged that a “cor-
rupt bargain” had been made 
to ensure his defeat. Adams 
and Jackson squared off again 
in 1828 in one of the dirtiest 
campaigns in American Presi-
dential history.  This time, Jack-
son won with 56 percent of the 
vote.

In an indication of the rough-

and-tumble years to come, 
Jackson supporters trashed the 
White House during inaugural 
parties.  His administration was 
marked by his apparent devo-
tion to the spoils system and his 
hatred of the Bank of the Unit-
ed States, the national bank of 
the era. 

Jackson, who survived a duel 
in 1806, also lucked out in an 
assassination attempt on Jan. 
30, 1835 when a mentally un-
balanced painter came within 
13 feet of the President and 
fired twice. Remarkably, his 
gun failed to fire on both shots, 
sparing Jackson’s life.

After his second term, Jack-
son retired to the Hermitage, 
his plantation of 1,200 acres 
north of Nashville. Like many 

early Presidents, he suffered 
from financial distress in his 
post-White House years. He 
died at the Hermitage on June 
8, 1845.

In recent years, Jackson, a 
slaveowner, has come under 
fire for his policies against 
American Indians, including 
his forced removal of Chero-
kees from Georgia to Oklaho-
ma during which one-fourth 
died.  The move is now known 
as the Trail of Tears.  Some of 
American Indian descent re-
fuse to use the $20 bill, which 
is adorned with Jackson’s like-
ness.

In 2016, the U.S. Treasury 
Department announced that 
Harriet Tubman would replace 
Jackson on the $20. 

101 N. Central Ave. 217-921-3216
Paris, IL, 61944 (F) 217-921-3309

I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

PORK 
CHOPS $2.59/lb

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Saturday, February 23rd

4 pm to 7:30 pm
Knowles Auction House, Marshall
Auction starts at 5:00 p.m.

DRIVE-THRU AND CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

Clark County Antique Power Club

TICKETS AT THE DOOR:

PORK CHOP SUPPER 
& AUCTION

ADULTS              CHILDREN (2-10) 

$5$9

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh School award winners in the art center’s Lincoln Birthday 
card event are, left to right, Easton Wilson, second place; and 
Brylee Wallen, grand prize winner. Not pictured, Maggie Milburn, 
third place winner.

Constable, who ordered the 
deserters released from mili-
tary custody. 

This clear example of inter-
ference in military decisions 
inflamed Army personnel, 
and Constable’s arrest was 
ordered by the commander of 
the Department of the Ohio. 
Col. Henry Carrington, a 
commander at Indianapolis, 
was ordered to send troops to 
arrest Constable, leading the 
detail himself. 

Constable was arrested at 
the courthouse while court 
was in session as some 200 
Union troops surrounded 
the building. Carrington as-
serted that the Knights of the 
Golden Circle, a pro-South-
ern underground society, had 
helped in the release of the 
deserters.

Incredibly, Constable in-
vited Carrington to join him 
for dinner at his home be-
fore leaving for Indianapolis, 
where he was allowed to free-
ly roam the city as part of his 
parole. 

Constable was ultimately 
tried in federal court, rather 
than tribunal, and appeared 
before District Judge Samuel 
Treat on April 7, 1863.  Treat 
ordered Constable’s release 
and dismissed the charges. 
Despite his release, Constable 
reportedly became an out-
cast in Marshall, and received 
threats against his home and 
family. 

On March 28, 1864, Con-
stable presided over the circuit 
court in Charleston during the 
deadly riot between Copper-
heads and Union troops on 

leave. As the shooting began, 
Constable quickly left the 
courthouse and huddled in 
an alley. One recollection later 
described a shaken Constable 
as “white and trembling, in the 
angle of the wall in the alley to 
their right, evidently uncer-
tain  of what to do or where to 
go next.” 

Constable had became ad-
dicted to morphine, which is 
said to have contributed to his 
sudden death on circuit duty 
in Effingham on Oct. 9, 1865. 
He is buried in Marshall Cem-
etery.

Special to The Prairie Press

Lincoln Judd was the first place winner from Kansas School in 
the art center’s Lincoln birthday card event. Other winners from 
Kansas were award Brookelyn Gough, second place; and Cara 
Phillips, third place.

ice cream cone.
Also helping sponsor the ex-

hibit were Altrusa Internation-

al of Paris, Pearman Pharmacy, 
Paris Clinic Pharmacy, Rachel’s 
Red Barn, McDonald’s, plus in-
dividuals Christie Russell, Sue 
Anne Casey, Tiffany Gale and 
Tom Hebermehl. 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Tim Tebow, the Heisman Trophy 
winner and former NFL quarterback 
now readying for his fourth season as a 
minor-league baseball player, knows that 
being a good Christian doesn’t solve ev-
erything.

Even watching Christian movies 
growing up, Tebow had his doubts when 
the main character started praying and 
suddenly everything was just perfect.

“That’s not real life,” he said. “Life’s not 
easy.”

As executive producers of the new film 
“Run the Race,” Tebow and his brother 
Robby wanted to create the kind of mov-
ie — and Christian life — he longed to 
see instead: one that’s not perfect, but 
authentic.

“Run the Race,” the story of two high 
school brothers trying to overcome their 
mother’s death and father’s abandon-
ment, sticks close to the power of frater-
nal love and sports. Zach Truett, played 
by Tanner Stine, is working to earn a col-
lege football scholarship, but after he suf-
fers an injury, he worries he’ll never find 
his way out of his small town.

Not wanting to give up on their dream, 
his brother, Dave, attempts to save both 
brothers’ futures by securing his own 
scholarship in track.

The characters, especially Zach, also 
spend a lot of time grappling with and 
asking questions about their faith — 
questions many of those involved in 
the movie, including real-life Christians 
Stine and Tebow, have asked themselves.

“We all go through our own faith jour-
ney. You ask the questions and you ask 
the why,” Tebow said. “Even in your lows, 
God loves you and he’s chasing you and 
he wants to know you and support you 
and he gave his best for you.”

Jake McEntire, who wrote the original 
script, was in one of those lows. By that 
time he had been working on the screen-
play for almost a decade. “I remember 
being in class in 2004, just freehand writ-
ing this stuff,” said McEntire.

He rewrote it multiple times over the 

years, then made a concept trailer hoping 
it’d attract more people to the project. 
McEntire said there were multiple times 
he’d pray, asking God if he should give up 
or if God wanted him to keep going.

“I just felt like this was a calling God 
gave me in my heart to go tell this story,” 
he said.

It was on one of those days of praying 
and questioning whether to continue the 
Tebows called, he said.

Trey Brunson, who met McEntire in 
college in Dallas, got to know Robby Te-
bow as a pastor in Florida. Six years ago 
Brunson — now an executive producer 
himself — showed the trailer to Rob-
by, who showed it to Tim. The Tebow 
brothers then asked to read the full script.

It was reading the script, Tim Tebow 
said, that was his impetus to get into the 
movie industry. A popular public speak-
er, he said the power of McEntire’s sto-
rytelling impressed on him how limited 
his appearances were compared with the 
movies.

“It’s just another avenue to encourage 
people,” said Tebow, who has been sup-
porting the movie with press and on so-
cial media. “Why not use that avenue for 
good, too?”

Though McEntire now had Tebow to 
ask about achieving in sports, the writer 
said that much of the film is drawn on his 
own sports experience.

McEntire had a scholarship to play 
college football before he tore his ACL 

and his dream of a football career went 
away. The mother in the film is based 
on a friend’s mom who had passed away 
from breast cancer.

“I kind of cherry-picked things that 
happened to me and my brothers and 
my best friends, the good and the bad, 
and put it all into one story,” he said.

Even McEntire’s relationship with his 
wife was used to create a storyline that is 
not the usual Hollywood teen romance.

McEntire knew he wanted to mar-
ry his wife three days after meeting her 
— something he immediately told his 
brothers. Six months later he bought a 
ring, but he continued to pray for anoth-
er six months.

“I was like, ‘Lord, if you want me to 
marry this girl, I’ll do it. But if you don’t 
want me to marry her, get me out of 
here,’” he said.

They were married in April 2007, 16 
months after they met. “We were both 
virgins when we got married, so I wanted 
to show that purity,” he said. “I wanted to 
show kids that can still happen — you 
can have this.”

If the movie represents Christian val-
ues, it’s not a sermon from on high — the 
filmmakers even debated if any character 
should say the name Jesus, McEntire 
said.

Once they got to filming, in fact, 
“Run the Race” became a collabora-
tion. Director Chris Dowling shares 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For many United Method-
ists, the road to St. Louis is 
paved with anxiety.

Will a special session be-
ginning today — considered 
the most consequential in 
the denomination’s history 
— find common ground on 
LGBT policies and end years 
of debate? Or will the denom-
ination — the nation’s sec-
ond-largest Protestant group 
— split apart?

Helen Ryde doesn’t know 
what the meeting will bring.

But on Tuesday, she began a 
600-mile pilgrimage from the 
North Carolina mountains to 
the America’s Center Conven-
tion Complex in St. Louis, site 
of the meeting. As she travels 
through Tennessee and Ken-
tucky and Illinois, she planned 
to stop in dozens of United 
Methodist churches to say a 

prayer and pin an envelope 
containing her prayer to the 
door of each congregation.

“These events are often 
stressful,” said Ryde, 53, refer-
ring to the General Confer-
ence. “I want to start this con-
ference with a sense of purpose 
and grounding.”

Ryde, 53, is not a delegate 
to the special session of the 
United Methodist Church’s 
legislative assembly. A married 
lesbian, she works as Southeast 
regional organizer for the Rec-
onciling Ministries Network to 
encourage United Methodists 
to embrace LGBT equality.

The special session will 
bring together 864 delegates 
and 66 nonvoting bishops, as 
well as dozens of administra-
tors and activists.

During the meeting, they 
will consider various plans, in-
cluding one that would allow 
churches to ordain and marry 

LGBT United Methodists. 
(Existing United Methodist 
rules bar “self-avowed practic-
ing homosexuals” from being 
ordained as ministers and for-
bid ministers from officiating 
at same-sex weddings.)

“I’ll be working to help make 
decisions that will move us as 
far as we can toward being an 
inclusive church,” said Ryde. 
“That won’t happen overnight. 
But we do have the potential 
to take a step in the right direc-
tion.”

By Tuesday night, Ryde had 
made it to Glasgow, Ky., having 
stopped in 22 churches along 
the way — some small and ru-
ral, others larger and urban.

At each stop, she said a 
prayer she had composed be-
fore she left her Weaverville, 
N.C., home.

“Holy God,” her prayer read, 
“may every LGBTQ person 
who has ever been baptized, 

confirmed, attended or served 
this church know how fearful-
ly and wonderfully made they 
are.”

At some churches, she fold-
ed the prayer into an envelope 
with her card and handed it to 
the church secretary. In other 
churches, where no one was 
around, she slipped the enve-
lope underneath the door or 
tucked it into the mailbox.

Debates over sexuality have 
ripped apart the 12.5 mil-
lion-member global church in 
recent decades. While some 
U.S. United Methodists would 
like to see a relaxing of church 
rules on LGBT inclusion, 
many African and Asian Unit-
ed Methodists resist the ef-
fort. In recent years, some U.S. 
United Methodists have open-
ly rebelled against the rules, 
marrying hundreds of same-
sex couples and even electing a 
lesbian bishop.

Ryde herself married her 
partner, Kate, in a 2013 cere-
mony officiated by a Massa-
chusetts United Methodist 
minister.

As she makes her way to St. 
Louis in her maroon Prius, 
Ryde has mostly tried to keep 
positive and hopeful.

The United Methodist 
Church prides itself on being 
a connectional system that en-
ables churches to work togeth-
er in unity and strength. That’s 
one of the reasons Ryde want-
ed to stop in as many churches 
as she could — to remind her-
self of the ties that bind them 
all together.

She carried with her a tiny 
pewter statue of John Wesley, 
the denomination’s founder, 
riding his horse.

Wesley rode over 250,000 
miles on horseback and often 
preached in the open air to 
audiences, mostly in England. 

The 18th-century preacher of-
ten faced angry mobs incited 
by local clergy.

“Wesley was known for go-
ing to places and people that 
the established church wasn’t 
going to,” she told Religion 
News Service in a phone inter-
view from the road. “At its best, 
the United Methodist Church 
can and still does do that. It’s a 
useful reminder.”

Ryde, like Wesley, is from 
England. She is not ordained, 
but a member of a lay order of 
United Methodists committed 
to a lifetime of love, justice and 
service.

On Tuesday as a cold rain 
began to fall, she was grateful 
she wasn’t on horseback.

“I get to be in a car and I re-
mind myself there are gas sta-
tions along the way if I need to 
stop for a bathroom break,” she 
said. “It’s the upside of mod-
ern-day circuit riding.”

Ryde prays for LGBTQ Methodists

Photo courtesy of RTR Movie Holdings, LLC

The Truett brothers Dave (Evan Hofer), left, and Zach (Tanner Stine) run football drills in the movie “Run The Race,” which 
opened in theaters Feb. 22. The movie is produced by Tim Tebow and his brother, Robbie. As executive producers of the new 
film, the Tebow brothers wanted to create the kind of movie — and Christian life — he longed to see: one that’s not perfect, but 
authentic.

Telling it 
like it is

I have always loved the 
letters of Paul.  

Paul was the kind of per-
son who 
wasn’t all 
that wor-
ried about 
being 
politically 
correct, 
he is more 
likely to 
just open 
up and 
tell it like 

it is. That is 
just what he did in his letters 
to the churches of that time. 

He tells them, and us, 
we are all sinners, and that 
we have a sinful nature. 
Paul tells us that we have all 
sinned against God and as 
long as we stand alone all is 
hopeless, that we cannot by 
ourselves be free from our 
sinful nature, we simply are 
not strong enough without 
some very powerful help. 
Then Paul gives us hope. 
In the Book of Ephesians 
chapter 2 Paul says: “But 
God is so rich in mercy, and 
loves us so much, that even 
while we were dead because 
of sins, He gave us life when 
he raised Christ from the 
dead.”

 Paul also tells us we do 
not have to live under the 
power of sin, no matter how 
long we have been under 
its power. Our sinful nature 
does not have to rule our 
lives. We can move on and 
change the way we live our 
lives. The penalty for our 
sins has already been paid, 
in full. The power of sin and 
our sinful nature has been 
defeated. Through our faith 
in our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ we stand acquitted. In 
the eyes of God, we are no 
longer guilty of our sins be-
cause they are washed away 
in the blood of God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ. As far away as 
the east is from the west.

  Because of the power 
of Jesus Christ, we have the 
power to live as God intends 
us to. Of course, this does 
not mean that we will never 
again sin. Every day we 
make choices. We have free 
will. We are free to choose 
to follow Christ, or not.  

Try as we might to make 
good right choices, we can 
and do make wrong ones. 
We often let our emotions 
rule our decisions. We will 
still sometimes sin but the 
difference is when we be-
lieve in our Lord and Savior, 
when we turn to him our 
sins are covered by his blood.  

Turn to him and feel his 
grace and love in your life. 
Turn to him and receive his 
free gift of salvation. Wor-
ship him and feel the joy of 
living in his loving arms.

Yours in Christ
(The Rev. Joe Tomich is 

pastor at Paris First United 
Methodist Church. Email 
him at pjtomich@yahoo.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.) 

Alexa 
responds 
to sermon, 
orders 
toilet paper
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

OKLAHOMA CITY 
— When Phil Brookman 
preaches, even Alexa listens 
— and dutifully obeys.

Brookman, a minister for 
Memorial Road Church of 
Christ in Oklahoma City, 
was delivering a Sunday 
message from 1 Corinthi-
ans 12 when his sermon il-
lustration nearly resulted in 
the purchase of $28 worth 
of toilet paper.

The sermon, titled “Greet 
One Another,” was based 
on the Apostle Paul’s admo-
nition the church function 
as one body with many 
parts.

In addition to the audi-
ence of more than 1,000 
worshippers gathered for 
the congregation’s early 
service, numerous believers 
watched the sermon online 
through the church’s video 
streaming service.

One of them, Bethany 
Becknell, was at home with 
a sick child, Eli.

Brookman preached 
about how easy it is in the 
21st century for Christians 
to live separate lives — and 
to fail to see the need for 
the kind of unity Paul advo-
cates.

Even shopping has be-
come depersonalized, 
Brookman said. Instead 
of going to Wal-Mart and 
interacting with other hu-
mans, one need only say, 
“Alexa, order toilet paper.”

From the master bath-
room in her house, Betha-
ny Becknell heard a polite 
female voice respond, “OK. 
I’ve added it to your cart.”

The voice was that of 
her Amazon Echo speaker, 
which can play music and 
set alarms in response to 
voice commands. Oh, and 
order things from Amazon.
com.

Bethany Becknell 
grabbed her phone. Sure 
enough, there in her Ama-
zon cart was a package of 60 
double rolls of Angel Soft 
Toilet Paper. Cost: $27.45.

“My first thought was, 
‘Cancel! Cancel! Cancel!’” 
she told The Christian 
Chronicle. They simply 
didn’t need that much toilet 
paper.

She soon figured out how 
to remove the item from her 
virtual shopping cart — but 
not before texting a screen-
shot to her husband. After 
the sermon, Wes Becknell 
approached Brookman 
and said, “You owe me 28 
bucks.” Brookman, enam-
ored with his newfound 
power, quickly incorporat-
ed the screenshot into his 
sermon and shared it with 
Memorial Road’s second 
service. (Two other church 

JOE
TOMICH
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See ALEXA, Page 6B

Tebow’s film devoted to reality

Photo courtesy of RTR Movie Holdings, LLC

Tim Tebow’s involvement is helping bring a Christian movie to the screen that 
he says is a more realistic depiction of faith, life and the questions every person 
raises in the search for God.

Tim Tebow makes the 
Christian movie he’s 
always wanted to see with 
“Run the Race”

Ahead of the hotly debated St. Louis meeting, one United Methodist parishioner offers prayers along the way

See RACE, Page 6B

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHRISTIAN FILM
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ART FOR THE SOUL

Open yourself to the Spirit through 
art this Lent by joining the Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods for the upcoming “Art 
for the Soul” series. The sessions 
will take place on Thursday, March 
21 and 28, and Thursday, April 4 
and 11, with morning and evening 
options. The morning sessions, 
9 to 11 a.m. (EST), will take place 
in the Foley Room at Providence 
Spirituality & Conference Center, 
while the evening sessions, 7 to 
9 p.m. (EST), will take place at 
St. Patrick School in Terre Haute. 
During the workshop, facilitator 
Sister Rosemary Schmalz will 
introduce participants to art 
practices that will be the basis of 
further reflection. Emphasis will 
not be on a finished product but 
on working freely while letting 
images and colors lead to new 
insights. No art experience or 
special skills are necessary to 
attend the workshop. Cost is $50, 
which includes the four sessions 
and supplies. The registration 
date is March 17. Register online 
at Events.SistersofProvidence.
org or by calling 812-535-2952 or 
emailing jfrost@spsmw.org.

GRACE NOTES

ALEXA
FROM PAGE 5B

members later told him they 
also wound up with toilet pa-
per in their Amazon carts after 
the sermon.)

Bethany Becknell said she 
was happy to add some humor 
to the sermon, though “I’m a 
little embarrassed that every-
body knows how much toilet 
paper we buy.”

For the second service, 
Brookman opted for a new 
sermon illustration: “Alexa, 
donate $500 to the Memorial 
Road Church of Christ.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Faith in Action’s annu-
al chili cook-off attracted 
more than 200 people and 
raised in excess of $2,000 
for the organization. 

The event puts local chili 
and soup chefs into com-
petition with the winner 
determined by how the 
public votes.

Competition is divided 
into soup and chili catego-
ries. A total of 16 people 
entered the 2019 cook-off.

Christine Marlowe was 
the big winner for the 
night taking first place in 
both categories and being 
named 2019 grand cham-
pion. She received a trophy 
and her name will be add-
ed to the champion plaque 
kept at the Faith in Action 
office.

Marlowe’s first-place 
soup was 1 Potato, 2 Pota-
to, 3 Potato, and her cham-
pion chili was Chili 2.0.

Alison Williams was the 
second place winner in the 
soup category with Chick-
en Enchilada, and Norm 
Wilson had the second 
place chili with Kid Tested, 
Niece Approved.

Will Graham shares gospel with 100,000 in Manila
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Will Graham, the grandson 
of Billy Graham, preached 
the Gospel message to over 
100,000 in the Philippines 
during his evangelistic cel-
ebration, a crusade-style 
outreach across the globe, 
continuing the legacy of his 
grandfather through the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Associ-
ation. 

Manila, the capital of the 
Philippines, holds special sig-
nificance for the grandson, as 
it is now the only place in the 
world to see three generations 
of the Graham family – Bil-
ly Graham, Frank Graham 
and Will – preach to thou-
sands gathered in the Quirino 

Grandstand, where millions 
of Filipinos have been led to 
Christ, reports CBN News. At 
this particular event, tens of 
thousands responded to the 
altar call. 

The date of the event took 
place only days before the 
first-year anniversary of Billy 
Graham’s death, leading Will 
Graham to recall his grandfa-
ther’s influence and legacy, and 
what it means to continue in 
the work God began through 
his grandfather’s life. 

“I wish I could go back 
and tell my grandfather what 
I did in Manila. ‘Oh Daddy 
Billy, you won’t believe it. I 
preached in the same place 
you preached in 1977 in Ma-
nila.’ I don’t have that any-

more,” he said. “I miss that 
part.” 

In 1957, Luz Alvarez, now 
84 years old, listened to the 
message spoken by Billy Gra-
ham during his crusade 62 
years ago. 

“I can still remember it was 
raining hard because there 
was a storm that night in 
1957,” she told CBN News. 
“But many people still came, 
as many as the people who are 
here tonight. I am so happy 
that now I am listening to his 
grandson. They are a big bless-
ing to the Philippines.” Many 
years later, Alvarez served as 
a counselor for Will Graham’s 
Celebration. 

The events came during a 
season of political unrest. Local 

and national elections will take 
place in May, and the country 
has already experienced polit-
ically motivated violence, and 
deadly bombings in the south, 
where 20 were killed in church 
bombing.

Will Graham, however, em-
phasized that during times like 
these, “I think it’s even more 
imperative to preach the Gos-
pel,” he said. “The only thing 
that can change people’s lives is 
the Gospel.”  

“This is the only message 
we know what to preach, the 
power of God unto salvation,” 
said Will. “And that’s what my 
grandfather preached, my fa-
ther has preached, and that’s 
what I will continue to preach 
wherever I go.” 

Chili chefs 
face off

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant
Saturday Night Special!

Winter Hours
Call 217-826-8831 for Reservations!

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

Seafood Paella, Red Snapper, Snow Crab, Oysters and 
Jumbo Scallops in a tomato sauce over Spanish rice
-OR-  8 oz. Marinated Sirloin Steak with a mushroom 

sauce and Bleu Cheese

THE  
POST 
FRAME 
STORE

TRUSSES

LAMINATED COLUMNS
AVAILABLE

STEEL PANELS

ENGINEERED  
SERVICES

•  IN-STOCK AT PLANT & READY  
FOR DELIVERY OR IMMEDIATE PICKUP

• SAVES DESIGN & BUILD TIME

• FASTER INSTALLATION

•  LIMITED 40-YEAR OR LIMITED LIFETIME 
PAINT WARRANTY ON 25 COLORS

• CUSTOM CUT TO THE INCH

• LARGE SELECTION OF TRIMS

THREE WAYS TO BUY!
1. PREPRICED POLE 

BARNS/POST FRAMES
2. POLE BARN/POST 
FRAME ESTIMATOR

3. BUILDING DESIGN 
SERVICES

• SEALS AVAILABLE IN 23 STATES

11% Off* and prices good Sunday, February 24 through Saturday, March 2, 2019. 

*Mail-in Rebate. Rebate is in form of merchandise credit check. See store for details. 11% OFF EVERYTHING*

LET  TURN YOUR DREAM INTO A REALITY!
If you are looking to build a post frame or pole barn building,  

is here to help with over 50 years of experience! 

SHOP TODAY AT MENARDS.COM/POSTFRAME

36’W x 48’L x 16’H Agricultural Building  190-4310

32’W x 40’L x 20’H Post Frame Building  190-5890

190-0070

190-5860

190-5375

190-5900

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Crestwood PTO

Saturday, March 2   9am - 2pm
in the Crestwood Gym

15601 US Hwy 150 - Paris
Vendors welcome! Please contact Veronica at:

CrestwoodEaglesPTO@gmail.com

u

	 NOTICE 
OF 

EARLY VOTING 
 

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
APRIL 2, 2019 

 
Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts for the 
Consolidated Election will be conducted Feb. 21 
through April 1, at the Edgar County Courthouse,  
115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL, Mon. – Fri.  
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Any vote cast is final and may 
not be revoked; and the voter will not be eligible to 
cast a vote on election day, April 2, 2019. 
 

August H. Griffin 
Edgar County Clerk 

217-466-7433 
	

SOIL FERTILITY SEMINAR
FEBRUARY 28   |  9:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.

MARSHALL EXTENSION OFFICE

Earn CEU credits!

More info and registration at 
go.illinois.edu/soil or call 217-826-5422. 

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441
Bus. Phone:(217) 826-2346
Toll Free: 1-866-826-FORD

Ford

Photo courtesy of RTR Movie Holdings, LLC

Pastor Baker (Mario Van Peebles) and Louise (Frances Fisher) in 
a scene from the movie “Run the Race.” Executive producer Tim 
Tebow said the movie is a Christian movie he always wanted to 
see.

screenwriting credit 
with McEntire and Jason 
Baumgardner, and Dowling in 
turn allowed his actors a lot of 
flexibility. That spirit is what 
convinced veteran actor Mario 
Van Peebles to take the role of 
Pastor Baker, who leads the 
church in the Truetts’ small 
town.

“I wanted to play this char-
acter because there were things 
I wanted to say,” Van Peebles 
said. “Some of what you see in 
the film is ad lib.”

While there is a lot about 
Christianity in “Run the Race,” 
Dowling said it addresses ex-
periences many people can re-
late to — not least the director 
himself, whose father walked 
out on his family when Dowl-
ing was young.

“As humans we all want the 
same thing. We want to know 

RACE
FROM PAGE 5B

we have a purpose, we want to 
feel loved, we want the best for 
our kids,” Dowling said.

Tebow hopes people see 
what he says is the reality of 
trusting in God.

“You don’t want to trick 

people or fool people that all 
the sudden life is going to be 
perfect. Never told it’s going to 
be perfect or easy — just worth 
it,” he said.

“Run the Race” opened in 
theaters Friday, Feb. 22.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis urged bishops to, “lis-
ten to the cry of the children 
who ask for justice,” as an un-
precedented meeting on the 
Catholic Church’s handling of 
sexual abuse by priests opened 
on Thursday.

Around 190 leaders of bish-
ops conferences and religious 
orders were summoned to the 
Vatican by the pontiff with one 
aim: regain credibility in the 
eyes of the world, and of the 
many victims of abuse.

Francis called abuse a 
scourge and said victims ex-
pected concrete and efficient 
measures to address the scan-
dal.

“The saintly people of God 
are looking at us," he added.

Following the pope’s open-
ing remarks, bishops were 
shown a recorded video tes-
timony by one victim of sex 
abuse by the clergy from each 
continent.

Although no details were 
released in order to protect the 
identity and privacy of victims, 
Vatican officials confirmed one 
of them is from the United 
States.

At the end of each of the 
summit's three days, one sur-
vivor will join the bishops in a 
common prayer.

But outside the Vatican, 
many more victims will be 
praying this meeting will break 
down the wall of silence and 

Pope Francis demands justice for victims
will represent a turning point 
in the way the Church handles 
sexual abuse.

“Some of us have been at this 
for 30 years," said Peter Isley, an 
abuse survivor and spokesman 
for End Clergy Abuse. "Meet-
ings, promises, this, that and 
other things. Time is up, you 
know.”

He is among dozens of vic-
tims who traveled to Rome to 
make their voices heard. Isley 
was among a group of survivors 
who met with the Vatican sum-
mit's organizers.

“We want zero tolerance for 
priests who assaulted a child, 
and for the bishops and cardi-
nals who covered up the crime," 
Isley added. "Pope Francis is 
the only one who can do that."
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CASEY – What began as a desire for 
healthy raw goat milk for the family has 
become a rural Clark County stay-at-
home mother’s full time venture. 

Mother-of-five Jennifer Towles, 
who homeschools her children ages 3 
to 10 years old, gets up early each day 
to tend her growing goat herd. 

Only three years after obtaining her 
first goat, which was a Valentine’s Day 
present from her husband, Towles 
now has 19 Nigerian Dwarf goats. That 
number includes 12 babies, or kids, 
born at the beginning of February.

“Goats are just addictive,” said Tow-
les, standing in the milking parlor, 
which also houses this year’s babies 
from the kidding season. “I enjoy hav-
ing a small herd of about six to eight 
animals.”

A herd of six to eight adult goats is 
necessary to ensure keeping two to 
three does in milk throughout the year 
along with having enough diversity 
in the herd to avoid inbreeding. Fol-
lowing the initial purchase of her first 
four ADGA registered goats in 2016, 
the farm called Merry Dairy now has 
six does, a buck named Professor from 
Antiquity Oaks Farm in Cornell and 

one dozen babies ranging in size from 
1.5 pounds to three pounds.

Growing the herd has been a learn-
ing process. The goats are carefully 
chosen by Jennifer Towles. She not-
ed Professor’s ancestry is full of milk. 
One of their goats, Hope, came from 
the Hobbycroft Dairy goat lines. The 
breed is known for producing plenty 
of mild milk and meat.

Towles initially did not see a neces-
sity to own registered animals because 
the family does not show goats but 

only uses them for milk and 4-H proj-
ects.

“As I learned more about how to 
choose goats that will be hardy, reli-
ably produce a good quantity of milk 
and have good temperament, I began 
to realize how valuable the registries 
are,” she said. “The American Dairy 
Goat Association keeps a free data-
base so a person can analyze the lin-
eage of their goat or a goat they hope 
to purchase.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRARIE PRESS

URBANA — Corn prices, 
since the release of the Feb-
ruary USDA reports, remain 
relatively flat. The potential for 
increased corn production in 
2019 via higher planted acre-
age appears to be a significant 
component to corn price per-
formance relative to soybeans, 
according to University of Il-
linois agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs. 

Hubbs provides an analysis 
of current acreage priced into 
the market and possible impli-
cations for corn prices moving 
forward. 

“Despite a projection of the 
current market-year stock-to-
use ratio near 11.7 percent, 
corn prices continue to under-
perform soybean prices. The 
relative strength of soybean 

prices persists even with stock 
projections at record-high lev-
els for the 2018-19 marketing 
year,” he says. 

Since 2006, a harvest price 
soybean-to-corn ratio above 
2.4 in January and February 
sent a clear signal of reduced 
corn acreage, Hubbs says. A 
ratio below 2.3 indicated an 
increase in corn acreage. Since 
the start of January, the 2019 
harvest soybean-to-corn price 
ratio averaged 2.37 for daily 
closing prices on December 
corn and November soybeans. 
This year, through Feb. 14, the 
ratio does not send a clear indi-
cation of expanded corn acre-
age during 2019. 

“Speculation surrounding 
the potential trade issues with 
China may help to explain the 
relative strength of soybean 
prices. The potential benefit to 

corn prices via exports of grain, 
ethanol, and distiller’s grains 
seems no less bullish with a 
trade resolution,” Hubbs says. 

Hubbs explains that a few 
fundamental factors may be 
weighing on corn prices. “The 
recent weakness in ethanol 
production combined with 
lower feed and residual use 
projections for this marketing 
year provide some concern. 
Possible large corn crops in Ar-
gentina and Brazil may impact 
the level of U.S. corn exports in 
2019,” he says. 

“The relative weakness of 
corn prices reflects many of 
these issues, but the potential 
size of the 2019 crop may be the 
most substantial factor. A gen-
eral expectation of increased 
acreage exists in the market. It 
may be useful to determine the 
size of the 2019 corn crop cur-

rently being priced in the mar-
ket,” Hubbs adds. 

In determining the acreage 
priced in the market for the 
2019-20 marketing year, a 
calculation of the seasonal av-
erage farm price for the U.S. is 
necessary, Hubbs explains. The 
USDA estimates the average 
cash prices received and the av-
erage closing futures price for 
each month during the market-
ing year. Using the difference 
over the last five years as a basis 
for the calculation, the closing 
futures prices on Feb. 14 indi-
cated a marketing-year farm 
price of $3.81 per bushel. The 
relationship between the aver-
age farm price and the stocks-
to-use ratio provides a method 
to determine potential supply 
and demand of corn during the 
marketing year. 

“For this analysis, a $3.81 

average farm price indicates a 
stocks-to-use ratio of 11 per-
cent for the 2019-20 marketing 
year. The estimated relation-
ship between price and the 
stocks-to-use ratio uses data 
from the last five marketing 
years,” Hubbs says. “A projec-
tion of consumption levels in 
the 2019-20 marketing year is 
required to estimate the crop 
size from the calculated stocks-
to-use ratio.” 

Total corn use over the last 
three marketing years, includ-
ing the current marketing-year 
projection, averaged 14.77 bil-
lion bushels. The current mar-
keting-year projection for corn 
use sits at 14.865 billion bush-
els. The prospect of continued 
corn use at current levels seems 
reasonable given the low corn 
prices in place. 

“By assuming the same to-

tal use next marketing year, a 
stocks-to-use ratio of 11 per-
cent infers ending stocks for 
the 2019-20 marketing year 
at 1.635 billion bushels. If the 
current projection for this year’s 
ending stocks of 1.735 billion 
bushels is correct and imports 
total 40 million bushels during 
2019-20, the corn crop implied 
by the current market price 
equals 14.725 billion bushels, 
305 million bushels larger than 
the 2018 crop,” Hubbs says.   

Assuming the 2019 U.S. 
corn yield come in near a linear 
trend value of 174.6 bushels, 
a crop size of 14.725 implies 
harvested acreage for corn at 
84.33 million acres, Hubbs 
says. “Planted acreage aver-
aged 7.4 million acres above 
harvested acreage over the last 
five years. Using the average 

Rural Kansas 
lawmakers 
push health 
coverage

Weekly Outlook: Corn 2019

See KANSAS, Page 8B

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press 

Goats have taken over the lives of the Towles family near Martinsville. What 
started with one goat three years ago has evolved into a herd of 19 animals and a 
fledgling dairy operation.

Family goes ga-ga for goats

BY JOHN HANNA
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — 
Rural state lawmakers are 
pushing a plan to allow the 
Kansas Farm Bureau to offer 
health insurance coverage to 
members without having to 
comply with federal Afford-
able Care Act mandates in 
hopes the influential agricul-
ture group can offer a low-
er-cost product.

But the proposal is drawing 
strong criticism from Dem-
ocrats and health groups be-
cause the Farm Bureau would 
not be required to cover peo-
ple with pre-existing medical 
conditions. The Farm Bureau 
also would face relatively little 
regulation, and critics of the 
bill worry the group could lure 
healthy individuals away from 
other, more-regulated plans, 
making them less affordable.

The state Senate approved 
the bill Wednesday on a 28-11 
vote, sending it to the House. 
The bill’s support came mostly 
from Republicans, who see it 
as an opportunity to give con-
sumers a choice after spikes 
in health insurance rates that 
they blame on the 2010 fed-
eral health overhaul cham-
pioned by former President 
Barack Obama, a Democrat.

The Kansas bill also was in-
spired by a long-standing law 
in Tennessee and new ones in 
Iowa and Nebraska.

“The goal has been stated 
many times, to increase the 
number of Kansans with cov-
erage,” said state Sen. Elaine 
Bowers, a Concordia Republi-
can. “Let’s allow Farm Bureau 
members across the state to 
help reach these people, who 
find the ACA plans unafford-
able.”

The bill would allow the 
Kansas Farm Bureau to pro-
vide benefit coverage to mem-
bers and their dependents to 
cover their health costs.

While its coverage might 
work like health insurance, 
the measure, like the Iowa law 
enacted last year, declares that 
the coverage shall not be con-
sidered insurance. That would 
effectively exempt it from fed-
eral mandates and most state 
insurance regulations.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Tour green-
houses, stick your hand inside 
of a cow, simulate the aging 
process, explore invasive spe-
cies of the Great Lakes, learn 
how ice cream arrives in your 
bowl and why popcorn pops 
at Explore ACES on March 8.  

This one-day, interactive 
event is located on the cam-
pus of the College of Agri-
cultural, Consumer and Envi-
ronmental Sciences (ACES) 
at the University of Illinois. 

Through hands-on experi-
ences and interactive exhibits 
led by current U of I students 
and faculty, middle and high 
school students will have a 
chance to discover the many 
opportunities available in the 
College of ACES. Hannah 
Spangler, a freshman in ag-
ricultural leadership and sci-
ence education says, “Explore 
ACES truly showcased how 
amazing the College of ACES 
is and helped me decide that I 
wanted to be a part of it.”   

Explore ACES highlights 
the College of ACES’s focus 
on finding solutions to the 
world’s most critical challeng-
es in order to create abundant 
food and energy, a healthy 
environment and successful 
families and communities. 
“One of my first experienc-
es with the academic side of 
U of I was when my parents 
brought my siblings and me 
to Explore ACES,” recalls 
Kara Brockamp, a senior in 
agricultural and biological 
engineering. “After being on 
the volunteering and orga-
nizing side of this event for 
the past four years, I’m even 
more thankful for all of the 
people that have made Ex-
plore ACES an experience to 
remember year after year.” 

For more information 
about the event or to register, 
visit www.exploreaces.org, or 
connect with the College of 
ACES on Facebook or Twit-
ter. 

Free parking and free shut-
tle service to the ACES cam-
pus are provided at parking 
lot F-23, just south of Florida 
Avenue Residence Hall. See HERD, Page 8B

Explore 
ACES day 
coming to 
U of I 

Suzanne Wright/The Prairie Press

Jennifer Towles bottlefeeds one of the new baby goats in her growing herd at Merry Dairy Farm near Martinsville. The 
herd keeps her family supplied with dairy products but the hope is to eventually sell goats and goat products.

Legal hemp production opens multipurpose crop to farmers
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In the 2018 Farm Bill, one of 
the major changes was allow-
ing the production of industrial 
hemp. The number of uses for 
the crop numbers in the thou-
sands and early estimates say 
the market could be worth up 
to $10 billion by the year 2025.

During the snowy days of 
winter, Grand Forks, N.D. 
farmer Chris Adams has time 
to reflect on last year’s harvest 
that included not just corn and 
soybeans but also hemp.

“My theory was, if you’re in 

on the ground floor of some-
thing new then you have quite 
the advantage,” says Adams.

He now has hemp in bins 
and plants stacked in barns 
waiting on a trip to a processor.

“I would be lying if I said 
money had nothing to do with 
it because the financial part of 
it is huge,” says Adams.

Adams, like many in agricul-
ture, is looking at continuing 
to add hemp acres as a path to 
better profits. 

Michael Bowman, with 
the North American Indus-
trial Hemp Council, believes 

American farmers are poised 
to capitalize on this burgeoning 
market. 

“I think if there’s anything 
that agriculture is good at, 
we’re good at innovating, cre-
ating and executing,” says Bow-
man

And while acreage isn’t huge 
it has the potential to grow. 

Tyler Mark is an Assistant 
Professor at the University of 
Kentucky with the Ag Eco-
nomics Department. 

“I hear [nationwide] num-
bers are anywhere from 77,000 
acres to 100,000 acres could 

very well be possible,” says 
Mark.

He says the state of Ken-
tucky is expecting 25,000 to 
30,000 acres of hemp this 
growing season since the re-
moval of industrial hemp from 
the schedule 1 narcotics list.

“It’s going to really open the 
door for hemp to see if it’s actu-
ally going to play a role in the 
U.S. economy and the US farm 
sector,” says Mark. “It puts an-
other tool in the tool belt, so 
to speak, for producers around 
the country.”

Currently, there are three 

paths of possibility for farmers 
considering planting hemp. 

Grow the plants for fiber. 
Farmers are paid on tonnage

“Plant 50 pounds per acre 
you get 175 to 200 plants per 
square meter, and then grow 
that for fiber,” says Bowman. 
“You’re going to drill it in, 
you’re going to air seed it, then 
you’re going to harvest it with a 
dual head combine and equip-
ment that’s available today that 
the world uses.”

GROW HEMP SEED FOR FOOD
For grain growers, existing 

equipment will likely get you 
started but there may other is-
sues like storage to think about. 

“It’s probably going into the 
food system,” says Mark. “So 
you have to think about how 
you rotate this crop through 
the bin to keep mold issues and 
issues inside the bin down.”

As far as profit potential goes 
Bowman says it depends on 
how much of the plant farmers 
want to harvest. 

“They’re seeing returns in 
the $300 an acre range but 
keep in mind that’s only being 

See HEMP, Page 8B

Harvest price ratios give unclear indications; on current track, 2019-20 year’s corn harvest will beat 2018

KIDDING AROUND AT MERRY DAIRY

See CORN, Page 8B
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She said the database 
shows the average amount 
of milk produced, structural 
and functional traits as deter-
mined by linear appraisal and 
the history of show wins.

“I am pleased to offer both 
registered and unregistered 
goats to buyers who have 
differing needs and plans for 
their goats,” said Towles. 

She is currently construct-
ing a Facebook page to inform 
the public about the farm, ed-
ucate others on her herd care 
and practices and offer goat 
kids and merchandise for sale.

In the near future, she 
hopes to market goat products 
but for now the milk is only 
for family use.

“We make cheese and yo-
gurt if we have extra,” she said. 
“I would eventually also like to 
try making soap and gelato.”

Aside from the business as-
pects of the herd, the domes-
ticated animals are more like 
family pets as daughter Glo-
ria, 5, laying on her back in a 
cushion of straw holds one of 

the babies in the air while the 
youngest three-year-old Clara 
bottle feeds 2.5 ounces of milk 
replacement to one of four 
preemie goats. 

“The children are so much 
help, and they don’t even 
know they are helping most of 
the time,” Towles said. “They 
love to bottle feed the preemie 
babies as they play with and 
socialize the goat kids.” 

The children are learning as 
they play while helping Tow-
les tend the goats.

“The older three kids took 
turns assisting me during de-
liveries. I don’t know what 
I would have done without 
the extra hands running and 
fetching things I needed to 
help with a difficult delivery, 
drying off and warming new-
born babies that were coming 
too fast for the mama to keep 
up along with helping make 
sure the newborns were get-
ting their first essential colos-
trum,” said Towles. 

She also said the children 
have learned commitment, 
patience, teamwork, gratitude 
and respect through care of 
the goat herd. One example of 
commitment was the kidding 
season this year. 

“There is goat care on per-
fect spring days, and there 
is goat care on negative 40 
degree days,” she said, add-
ing “Patience – it takes time 
to teach a goat to walk on a 
lead, to get the milk for your 
breakfast cereal, and for those 
babies to finish growing inside 
their mama. Teamwork – bales 
of hay and water buckets are 

heavy. They are half as heavy 
when you work together.” 

Her sons Turner, 10, and 
Warren, 7, actively help with 
feeding, watering and cleaning 
the pens.

She also said the children 
learned gratitude and respect. 

“Not all the goat babies or 
mamas live, no matter how 
hard you fight for them,” she 
said. “Life is something to be 
thankful for and respected.” 

The family lost one of their 
beloved goats, Cinder, during 
birthing, and Towles said that 
was a difficult lesson for the 
entire family.

However, the good out-
weighs the bad when it comes 

to the herd.
“I hope that the farm will 

provide to others what it is 
to me – a moment of quiet to 
appreciate and marvel at the 
beauty and power of life. A 
calm place in the chaos. I hope 
we can provide this through 
our offerings of quality Ni-
gerian Dwarf goats and our 
lifetime support and services,” 
said Towles. 

For more information 
about the Towles’ Nigerian 
Dwarf goats contact her by 
email at towlestroop@aol.
com or on Facebook messen-
ger Jennifer Brainard Towles 
or visit their Facebook Page 
Merry Dairy Farm.

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Members of the Nigerian Dwarf goat herd kept by Jennifer Towles 
receives lots of socialization thanks to Towles’ children. Her oldest, 
Turner, is shown with a couple of baby goats born earlier this year. 
Towles said the children handle and treat the animals like pets.  
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Nobody covers Edgar County
agriculture news better than

The Prairie Press.
Nobody.

101 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL
(217) 921-3216

Wind farms 
support local 
communities. 

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm 
will provide about $850,000 
to the Shiloh School District 
in tax payments within the 
first year.

The school district will receive 
about $19 million from the wind 
farm over the next 30 years. 

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

the month!
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CHOICE!

2 FOR $6

Special of

Must buy 2

GUNK® Engine Brite Degreaser

$700

insurance regulations.
Gov. Laura Kelly, a Demo-

crat and Insurance Commis-
sioner Vicki Schmidt, a Re-
publican, have not yet taken a 
public position on the legisla-
tion.

The Kansas Farm Bureau has 
about 100,000 members, and 
the Senate vote was a testament 
to its political clout, particular-
ly with rural Republicans. All 
but one GOP senator — Ma-
jority Leader Jim Denning, an 
Overland Park Republican — 
supported the bill.

Farm Bureau officials said 

they expect about 42,000 peo-
ple eventually to take its cov-
erage if the law passes and that 
rates will be significantly lower 
than plans that comply with 
Affordable Care Act mandates. 
They said their coverage would 
be targeted to individuals who 
either have no coverage now or 
people who are struggling to 
find or pay for individual cov-
erage.

Kansas has seen the number 
of individual coverage plans of-
fered through the federal ACA 
marketplace decline to 23 for 
2019 from 42 in 2016, accord-
ing to the Kansas Insurance De-
partment. While average rate 
increases for 2019 were small-
er than in past years, they’ve 

sometimes previously topped 
25 percent, according to the de-
partment’s annual reports .

House Majority Leader Dan 
Hawkins, a Wichita Repub-
lican, said the bill has appeal 
among GOP lawmakers out-
side rural areas because, “a lot 
of people look at that as a free 
market thing, giving people 
choice.”

But Democrats noted that 
people don’t have to be farmers 
or work in agriculture to join 
the Farm Bureau, only pay a 
$50 annual membership fee. 
Also, the bill requires only that 
Farm Bureau file a certified 
statement of its coverage plan’s 
reserves annually with the 
Kansas Insurance Department.

able to capture the value of just 
the seed,” says Bowman. “The 
value of the stalk and the hurd 
and if there are investments 
made to take those products 
and do something with them 
then [returns] are estimated 
to be in the $3,000 to $5,000 
range.” 

GROWING HEMP FOR OIL
The Cannabidiol Oil, also 

known as CBD, is credited 
with helping treat a host of 
medical problems from epi-
leptic seizures to anxiety to in-
flammation. It’s extracted from 
the flowers and buds of hemp 
plants.

“CBD production is going to 
be a female plant that is plant-
ed individually,” says Bowman. 
“It looks like a small Christmas 
tree farm if you are driving by.” 

The work is labor intensive 
often requiring hand harvest-
ing and weeding but the profit 
potential is high. 

“So there you’re probably 
looking at somewhere between 
$10,000 to $15,000 of per acre 
return,” says Mark.  

“The seed production is kind 
of a break-even deal right now 
the CBD production, assuming 
everything goes well, is quite a 
bit more lucrative,” says Adams. 

Adams is trying his hand at a 
small plot of CBD production 
this year. Last year he ran into 
problems including having 
plants with the greater than .3 
percent THC, the psychoac-
tive compound found in mar-
ijuana, which meant the crop 
couldn’t be sold. He blames a 

bad batch of seed.
“I would just remind ev-

erybody that the 0.3 THC is 
a global standard, and it’s one 
that didn’t have any science be-
hind it,” says Bowman. “It was 
a political move back in the 
1930s when Western Europe 
was wrangling Eastern Europe 
for who got to own the seed 
production.”

Bowman thinks as research 
improves, the industry will 
see more discussion on where 
those standards will go. 

As with any new industry, 
experts expect challenges to 
growth. The largest seeming 
to be infrastructure or having a 
place to take that crop once it’s 
grown.

“There’s a lot of interest from 
the private sector right now 
and with the descheduling of 
hemp we now have opened 
the door to USDA funding 
for value-added grants and in-
frastructure grants,” says Bow-
man. “Those are things that any 
other crop has enjoyed.”  

Experts recommend having 
a contract before planting and 
as acreage increases supply, de-
mand will need to go with it.

“One of my biggest fears is 
are we going to overproduce so 
fast that we completely swamp 
the demand for these products 
and drop prices down to really 
low levels,” worries Mark. 

But for farmers like Chris 
Adams, hemp holds potential 
and for now, that’s enough.

“If the market maintains the 
dollars that it’s showing right 
now I can see more people 
jumping into it just because 
nothing else is really making 
any money,” says Adams. 

of 7.4 million acres, the projec-
tion for corn planted acreage in 
2019 sits at 91.7 million acres, 
up 2.6 million acres over 2018. 
If one boosted corn yield to 
176 bushels per acre, planted 
acreage of corn falls to 91.1 
million acres.”  

The March Prospective 
Plantings report, due for re-
lease on March 29, provides the 
first indication of 2019 spring 
crop acreage. This analysis indi-
cates market prices place corn 

acreage in the range put forth 
by various government and 
industry analysts. Issues with 
fall field work in many areas of 
the Corn Belt combined with 
increased input costs, particu-
larly with fertilizer, may work 
to lower corn acreage this year 
give the current price scenario. 

“The potential upside 
for corn prices given low-
er-than-expected planted acre-
age, a short crop in 2019, or a 
resolution to the trade dispute 
sparking increased consump-
tion seems strong given cur-
rent prices,” Hubbs says. 

CORN
FROM PAGE 7B
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Political action committee
 4. One point north of due east
 7. Marital
12. Religious building
15. Intrinsic nature of 
something
16. Safe to drink
18. Letter of credit
19. Single Lens Reflex
20. Keeps you cool in summer
21. Monetary unit
24. The Eye Network
27. Moving with a bounding 
stride
30. Figures
31. Of the pia mater
33. Male offspring
34. Indicates near
35. Calvary sword
37. South American plant
39. Doctor of Education
41. Something to take
42. Remove the edges from
44. Inattentive
47. Pick up
48. Latch for a window
49. Region of the U.S.
50. Windy City ballplayer
52. The NFL’s big game 
(abbr.)
53. Be permanently present in
56. Novice
61. Pirate novel
63. In a law-abiding way
64. Where one sleeps
65. Criticize

Clues Down
 1. Bullfighting maneuver

 2. Egyptian Sun god
 3. Predatory semiaquatic 
reptile
 4. Register formally
 5. Eating houses
 6. Japanese port
 7. Genus of rodents
 8. Nigerian city
 9. Milliwatt
10. Mistake!
11. Women’s __ movement
12. Greeting
13. Songbirds
14. An arrangement scheme
17. Heartbeat test

22. Push back
23. Intended for the 
audience only
24. Cycles per second
25. Impartiality
26. Polio vaccine
 developer
28. Bowel movements
29. South American 
Indian
32. Queen of Sparta
36. Confederate 
soldier
38. Emerged
40. Death

CROSSWORD

43. __ and flowed
44. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Email folder
46. Throbbed rhythmically
51. English rockers
54. Disaster relief operation
55. American model and TV 
personality Katherine
56. Potable
57. Tough outer layer
58. __ Spumante (Italian
 wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

The sun continually spews 
out ionized solar gases, and 
there are bursts from solar 
flares that have the potential 
to devastate life on Earth. 
The solar wind is dangerous 
high-energy radiation. Space-
craft within the Van Allen 
belts are exposed to more than 
2,500 rems of radiation each 
year. This is far above a lethal 
exposure. 

Life on the planet is protect-
ed by the Van Allen Belts trap-
ping the particles and guiding 
them toward the poles. Cos-
mic particles are mostly high-
speed bare protons. Following 
a solar flare the intensity of 
cosmic particles being guided 
and pulled down near the pole 
creates shimmering lights over 
the poles. We call it the Aurora 
Borealis or northern lights. 
The glow is from the same 
process causing florescent light 
tubes to emit light.

As the field moves toward 
Siberia the direction of the 
northern lights follows. 

The next loss of the magne-
tosphere, which will accompa-
ny the magnetic pole reversal, 
will not be a good time for 
life. Solar radiation levels on 
Earth will max out and a large 
part of our atmosphere will be 
stripped away by solar wind, 
along with an estimated 7 to 
10 percent of the oxygen sup-
ply. Fortunately, we seem to 
have a couple thousand years 
to prepare. 

There is much about the 
magnetosphere we still do not 
understand. Albert Einstein re-
ferred to it as one of the great, 
unsolved mysteries of physics.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

PIES
FROM PAGE 1B

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

20 or so at a time and push 
us like a train back into the 
buildings. That we actually 
appreciate, but many are the 
brain-dead customers who 
back from their parking spaces 
and smack into us.  We get 
bowled over onto our sides, 
train and all.  

Some of us become crippled 
with bent frames or crooked 
wheels. We even wear flashing 
lights, but drivers aren’t 
careful. But, oh, do they gripe 
and bellyache because their 
cars get scratched, as if we’re 
to blame.

We’re frequently mistreated 
inside the stores, too. For in-
stance, I can’t count the gabby 
women who park us temporar-
ily in the center of aisles while 
they jabber on cell phones. 
Other cart drivers complain, 
and sometimes we suffer 
dings when they angrily bang 
their carts to clear traffic jams. 

Teen-agers can be rude. They 
like to swap items undetected 
from one cart to another, say 
toss a grapefruit into some 
adult’s groceries while swiping 
a bottle of ketchup in return.

Please don’t misunderstand. 
I’ve been well treated by lots of 
nice people. Others, though, 
tick me off.

I guess I’m selfish when I 
complain about the lack of 
praise. For once, if only once, 
I’d like to see a customer 
unload their groceries, toddler 
included, then pause, look up 
at the blue sky, and express 
thanks for my father’s 1936 
invention. Also, just once I’d 
like to spit on some of those 
humanoid slobs who selfishly 
shove us carts all over the 
parking lot rather than take 
time to courteously walk a 
few feet and place us in a well- 
marked, convenient collecting 
spot.  It’d do my heart good.

Signed:
Me, The Shopping Cart

Aunt Annie Farris and Aunt 
Ella Berry Keltz with demon-
strating to her how to cook. 

When I say family affair, as 
far as cooking, there is a con-
nection between the popular 
Betty Jane’s Kitchen in Paris 
and Erwin. Betty Conine, 
the grandmother whose 
name is part of the café, and 
Erwin grew up in the same 
household. Apparently they 
both both were observant 
and learned how to cook by 
watching and helping great 
cooks. Those of us who enjoy 

good food are the beneficia-
ries.

Erwin makes between 
three and four pies a day 
for the restaurant and also 
loves to make cobblers and 
other desserts as well. She 
also makes several special 
order pies for people for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. 

Her homemade noodles 
sound just right as she cuts 
hers thin and anyone who 
makes a thin noodle makes a 
good noodle in my opinion. 
There really is nothing this 
lady can’t make. 

When I asked if she used 

a recipe she said no because 
she has been doing it for so 
long, she just knows what 
to do. When she mentioned 
bread fritters, fried bread 
dough, I knew she had to be 
a quasi-relative of my own 
mom. 

Growing up I never had 
bread that was not home-
made. On occasion if we had 
eaten too much French toast 
at breakfast and my mom 
had extra things going on, 
she might be running low on 
time for baking bread. This 
meant we had fried bread 
at lunch, since my mom be-
lieved every meal had to have 

bread. We thought we had 
won the lottery. My mom’s 
fried bread was the best ever. 
Like Erwin, Mom never used 
a recipe. She had a special 
container for mixing bread 
dough and knew the exact 
measurements to make per-
fect bread dough every time.

Erwin has a collection of 
over 450 cookbooks despite 
the fact she rarely uses a rec-
ipe. Perhaps she will pass 
them on to her family mem-
bers, who are also amazing 
cooks. Her son John Win-
schief makes the delicious 
cinnamon rolls for the Pit 
Stop and also homemade 

biscuits. He loves to cook and 
helps out when he can, most-
ly on weekends. 

His sister Toni is in charge 
of the Pit Stop and is also 
an excellent cook, waitress, 
manager, you name it. She 
does it all. It must be in the 
genes as Erwin, having been 
in the restaurant business 
most of her life, is surely pass-
ing it along. Patrons at the Pit 
Stop are treated like family.

Erwin said she worked 
for Joanie Hurtchcraft at B 
& J’s for more than 25 years. 
Many readers probably re-

member her from there, and 
those who haven’t seen her 
in awhile, should stop by the 
Redmon Pit Stop for a bit of 
nostalgia and love. Pick up 
a piece of dessert or have a 
meal and enjoy a piece of the 
past as well as a fresh baked 
Erwin item of the day. 

Small town values are still 
out there, it just takes some 
looking to find them.

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired 
teacher and is famous for her 
pies. Email her at rpweib1@
gmail.com.)

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Pies coming out of Ruthie Erwin’s kitchen at the Redmon Pit 
Stop are a thing of beauty but they don’t remain whole for long 
as restaurant patrons frequently order their pie first, before the 
meal, to make sure they get a slice.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker and some state 
lawmakers said Tuesday, Feb. 
19, last week’s mass shooting 
at an Aurora manufacturing 
plant will lead to efforts to 
tighten enforcement of the 
state’s gun laws.

Five people were killed Fri-
day and several others were 
injured when 45-year-old 
Gary Martin went on a shoot-
ing rampage at the Henry 
Pratt Co. plant in Aurora after 
being told he was being fired.

Aurora Police Chief Kris-
ten Ziman told reporters 

during a news conference 
Saturday that Martin was not 
legally eligible to own a gun. 
Although he had been issued 
a firearms owners’ identifica-
tion card, known as a FOID, 
that permit was canceled af-
ter he applied for a concealed 
carry permit and a fingerprint 
search revealed he had a pre-
vious felony conviction in an-
other state.

Still, neither state nor local 
authorities took any steps to 
confiscate Martin’s weapon.

Pritzker said Tuesday his 
administration will push for 
legislation to tighten enforce-
ment of the state’s gun laws.

“We need to make sure that 
we’re addressing that,” Pritz-
ker said at a news conference 
following a bill-signing cer-
emony. “My entire team is 
focused on it and has been all 

weekend and through today, 
and we’re going to make sure 
to make proposals that will 
tighten the rules around revo-
cation of FOID cards.”

State Sen. Julie Morrison 
(D-Deerfield) said in an in-
terview there are many cir-
cumstances under which a 
person can have their FOID 
card revoked, such as felo-
ny convictions and mental 
illness diagnoses, but that 
little effort is made to follow 
through and make sure those 
people turn in their cards, 
and their guns.

“If you lost your FOID card 
for whatever reason, you’d 
get a letter saying, ‘Hey, you 
know that you can’t have a 
FOID. Please mail it in.’ And 
if you don’t, no one really fol-
lows up,” she said.

Morrison is the lead spon-

sor of a bill introduced earli-
er in the session, Senate Bill 
1145, that would authorize 
the Department of Public 
Health to levy fines and other 
sanctions on public mental 
health facilities if they fail to 
report the names of patients 
who are diagnosed with dis-
orders that disqualify them 
from owning guns, a problem 
that she said has been occur-
ring in the court system when 
criminal defendants are sent 
for mental evaluation.

But she said that bill could 
easily be expanded to include 
additional kinds of enforce-
ment mechanisms.

Meanwhile, Aurora-area 
lawmakers reacted Tuesday 
with speeches on the floors of 
the House and Senate. 

Rep. Stephanie Kifowit 
(D-Aurora) gave an emo-

tional speech on the House 
floor, where she praised the 
law enforcement officers who 
responded to the scene and 
read the names of all the vic-
tims.

“All these individuals left 
behind families and friends 
who loved them and cher-
ished them as a part of their 
lives,” she said. “They are 
forever in our hearts and our 
thoughts at such a senseless 
loss of life.

Meanwhile, state Sen. Lin-
da Holmes (D-Aurora) called 
for a moment of silence on 
the Senate floor in honor of 
the victims, saying, “We will 
never be able to mend the loss 
or undo the trauma to those 
who witnessed these events 
Friday afternoon at Henry 
Pratt, and to those whose 
lives are forever changed be-

cause of this heartbreaking 
attack.”

In a separate interview, 
Holmes described herself as 
a staunch supporter of indi-
vidual gun rights. But she said 
the fact the shooter managed 
to keep his weapon even af-
ter having his permit revoked 
showed her the state needs 
stricter enforcement.

“He wasn’t allowed a con-
cealed carry card, they re-
voked his FOID card, and 
yet he still managed to have 
his weapon,” Holmes said. 
“That’s where I think the dis-
connect is.”

A spokesman for the Illi-
nois State Rifle Association, 
which typically opposes legis-
lative efforts to limit gun own-
ership rights, did not respond 
to a request for comment 
Tuesday. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Members of the Illinois 
General Assembly repre-
senting Edgar County and 
surrounding counties offered 
their reactions to Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s budget address de-
livered Wednesday, Feb. 20, in 
Springfield.

REP. CHRIS MILLER 
(R-OAKLAND) 

“The governor’s budget is 
not austere as he and some 
others are calling it. Austere 
means reductions, cut-backs, 
and belt-tightening or at least 
holding the line on spending, 
not increasing spending.

“The governor’s speech 
highlighted raising $170 mil-
lion in fees and licensing for 
legalizing recreational mari-
juana use, $200 million in fees 
and taxes on a new sports bet-
ting law and $390 million in a 
new tax on insurance compa-
nies that will be passed on to 
hard-working families.

“Taxing vices like e-ciga-
rettes and vaping products, 
encouraging drug use by le-
galizing recreational marijua-
na and expanding gambling 
to include betting on sports 
are not sound economic 

principles for a cash flow for 
important programs for our 
schools and colleges.

“The governor was cor-
rect when he acknowledged 
that the fiscal mess we are in 
goes back many years during 
Democrat control. This bud-
get shows the wrong path our 
state is on, and we need to op-
pose these radical proposals 
that attack our hard-working 
families, seniors and business-
es in our state.”

REPRESENTATIVE BRAD 
HALBROOK (R-SHELBYVILLE)

“The one thing Democrats 
and Republicans should agree 
on is the severity of the finan-
cial problems facing our state 
and I think the governor is 
acutely aware of the state fi-
nancial issues but the budget 
he presented does not seem 
to acknowledge the financial 
realities of our state.

 “The governor focused on 
all the new ways he is going 
to spend taxpayer money. I 
certainly agree that education 
funding and funding for MAP 
grants are important, but how 
we pay for these cost increas-
es is a vital question we really 
did not get answered today.

 “Of course, the governor 

Aurora shooting 
highlights weak 
links in enforcement 
process

Illinois’ enforcement of gun laws under scrutiny

Representatives react to budget
presented ideas such as rec-
reational marijuana and legal-
ized sports betting as ways to 
pay for all this spending, but 
none of these sources of rev-
enue are even legal right now. 

“We are once again focus-
ing on the wrong things when 
it comes to the state budget. 
I am all for prioritizing edu-
cation and other worthwhile 
budget expenses, but funding 
for these budget items should 
be based on money we have 
– not money we think we are 
going to get. For too long, 
our budget process has been 
based on fantasy numbers 
and not on real math and the 
end result has been disas-
trous.

“There was little in his 
speech about ways to grow 
our economy or to lower the 
cost of government. Raising 
taxes is not going to grow our 
economy. Illinois lost 45,000 
residents last year – the most 
by far of any Midwest state 
– and there is nothing the 
governor said today that is 
going to make that number 
better. In fact, what he said 
today is only going to make 
that number worse. We need-
ed vision and leadership and 
good ideas. Instead, all we got 

is more taxes and more 
spending. Very disap-
pointing.”

SEN. DALE RIGHTER 
(R-MATTOON)

Before members of 
both the Illinois House 
and Senate, newly-elected 
Governor JB Pritzker de-
livered his first-ever budget 
address on February 20th. 

State Senator Dale 
Righter (R-Mattoon) is-
sued the following state-
ment in response the ad-
dress: 

“I believe it was Abra-
ham Lincoln that once said 
‘You cannot escape the 
responsibility of tomor-
row by evading it today.’ 
Today’s budget proposal 
clearly does not reflect that 
principle. Deferring pen-
sion payments today will 
cost tomorrow’s taxpayers 
billions more in coming 
years.

“The reality is, more 
spending today means 
more taxes tomorrow. This 
state faces critical issues: a 
growing backlog of bills, 
a ballooning deficit and a 
business climate that dis-
courages investment in our 
communities and econo-
my. These conditions are 
the predictable result of 
20 years of reckless fiscal 
policies. 

“Unfortunately, the 
Governor’s budget pro-
posal is a repeat edition 
of these same failed poli-
cies — deferring pension 
payments, more taxes, 
increased spending and 
more borrowing.

“It is my sincere hope 
that the Governor will lis-
ten to constructive feed-
back and alter his course 
away from repeating the 
mistakes of the past.” 

BY JERRY NOWICKI
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker signed a bill to raise 
Illinois’ minimum wage to 
$15 an hour by 2025 Tues-
day, Feb. 19, in the Gover-
nor’s Mansion, declaring his 
first major legislative victory 
a time to celebrate.

“For nine years there were 
many forces that were ar-
rayed against giving a raise to 
the people who work so hard 
to provide home care for se-
niors, childcare for toddlers, 
who wash dishes at the din-
er and who farm our fields,” 
Pritzker said. “Today is a vic-
tory for the cause of econom-
ic justice.”

The signing represents a de-
livery on one of Pritzker’s ma-
jor campaign promises a little 
more than one month into 
his tenure as governor – albeit 
without any support from Re-
publican lawmakers.

Illinois Senate Majority 
Leader Kimberly Lightford, 
a Maywood Democrat who 
ushered Senate Bill 1’s passage 
through the Senate, said Pritz-
ker got done in 30 days what 
she has been trying to accom-
plish for 10 years.

“I’m so grateful that I’ve 
been able to just stay the 
course,” she said.

Lightford has sponsored 
several minimum wage in-

creases since 2010, when Illi-
nois’ minimum wage last saw 
an increase of 25 cents to the 
current rate of $8.25. If any of 
those bills had passed, the cur-
rent minimum wage would be 
more than $10 hourly today.  

A bill she sent to former Re-
publican Gov. Bruce Rauner 
in 2017 would have made the 
minimum wage $15 by 2022, 
but he vetoed the proposal. 

Pritzker, Lightford and Illi-
nois Restaurant Association 
President Sam Toia called the 
bill a compromise between 
business and labor interests, 
but Republicans blasted the 
effort in a news release shortly 
after the signing. 

The Illinois Retail Mer-
chants Association and the 
Illinois Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation have openly criticized 
the fast-tracked passage of the 
bill as well. 

The rollout of the increase 
will begin in January 2020, 
when the wage goes from 
$8.25 to $9.25 before hitting 
$10 on July 1. From 2021 to 
2025, the wage will see a $1 
bump every January until it 
levels off at $15.

Toia praised the bill for 
maintaining a tip credit 
which allows employers to 
pay tipped workers 60 per-
cent of the minimum wage 
if tips make up the other 40 
percent.

‘Time to celebrate’ signing 
of $15 minimum wage bill

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois photo

Iesha Townsend, an advocate for a $15 minimum wage who 
works as a cashier at a McDonald’s in Chicago, addresses a 
crowd at the Governor’s Mansion on Tuesday before Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s signing of Senate Bill 1. Townsend said she will 
continue to fight for worker rights, including for unionization of 
low-wage workers
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Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

Will haul just about anything 
from your buildings or yard.  
Will also buy small animals.  Will 
also haul away wooden or metal 
posts, farm gates or mowers.
Oakland, IL 217-218-8801

Powers Bros Construction
*Concrete*
*Demolition*
*Excavating*
*Gravel Drives*
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

MOVING SALE  
March 2nd 9 am - 2 pm
26 Shoot Drive 
in Cherry Point Subdivision
middle driveway
4 pc. white wicker set, lots of 
Fostoria and dishes, Christmas 
decorations, outside chairs, 
firewood

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

Attention: Oxygen Users!  
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator!  No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!  Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
866-353-2806

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending on 
need.  Drivers typically drive a 20 
passenger bus. 
The shuttle service runs from 
late August to early May on 
Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00pm and Saturday-Sunday 
from 3:00pm to 9:00pm. (We 
are currently looking for a driver 
who has day time availability.)  
Applicants must present a valid 
Illinois Class A or B CDL with a “P” 
endorsement, a current medical 
certificate, and a driver’s abstract 
at the time of application.  
Applicants who are hired must 
pass a background investigation 
and drug test and will be 
subject to random drug testing 

throughout employment. Base 
pay is $11.25/hour.

Please submit application and 
resume online at https://www.
eiu.edu/~humanres/application/
login.php  .
Review of applications begins 
immediately.

Department of Human Resources 
– Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center now 
accepting applications for 
spring farming season. Needing 
plant laborers and/or CDL drivers. 
To inquire call 765-665-3090 or 
apply in person at 1468 W US 36, 
Dana IN  47847

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center in 
Dana Indiana is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant for 
handling office tasks, comfortable 
with computers and good 
communication skills. To inquire 
call 765-665-3090 or apply in 
person at 1468 W US 36, Dana IN  
47847

Local CDL Driver with Class A 
for hauling grain.  
Home every evening.
If interested, call 217-264-3649.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

ESTATE AUCTION February 23rd 
10am 10303 E. Hagner Rd., 
Beardstown, IL ANTIQUES 
- ADVERTISING TOYS - COINS 
- VINTAGE SCOOTER - TOOLS 
- RIDING MOWER - HOUSEHOLD- 
WATCHES - MORE! 217-320-3676 
www.MitchWebsterAuctions.com

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can be 
included in rent, dep. Washer & 
dryer and AC may be included 
also. 217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep $625M 
Call 466 8210

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

Apartment for Rent
Quiet neighborhood. 1 bedrm. 
upper apt., stove, fridge, window 
a.c., trash $425.00/mo
2 bedrm. lower apt. stove, fridge, 
central air, trash, w/d hookup 
$525.00/mo.  References, lease, 
deposit, no pets.  217-251-2184 

BUNCO PARTY
Sunday, March 3rd at 
St. Mary’s Parish Hall 
Light lunch, Lessons

Noon -  ? $10.00

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. 
Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels 
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT Package.) 
AT&T Internet 99 Percent 
Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120 
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call 4 
FREE Quote- 1-855-894-0529

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Housing Authority of the 
County of Edgar, Illinois will receive 
sealed bids for Site and Building  
Improvements, funded under 
Modernization Program  No. ILOI 
P 120-501-18 at Projects IL-120-1 
/Paris, IL-120-2/Paris, and IL-120-
3/Kansas in Edgar County, Illinois. 
Bids shall be submitted in a single 
lump sum proposal:

Bids will be received until 2:00 
p.m., prevailing  time on the 12th 
day of March 2019, at the office 
of the Public Housing Authority, 
(PHA), 604  East Highland  Drive, 
Paris, IL 61944, at which time 
and place all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.

A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on 
the 26th day of February 2019, at 
I 0:00 a.m., prevailing  time at the 
PHA Office,604
East Highland Drive.  The 
Pre-Bid Meeting will include a 
walk-through of the Project Sites 
and Dwelling Units; Bidders are 
advised that this will be the only 
time that access to the interior  
of the dwelling  units will be made 
available.

Proposal forms and contract 
documents, including plans and 
specifications, are on file at the 
office of the Housing Authority 
and at the office of Eggemeyer 
Associates Architects, Inc., 3029 
South Park Ave./P. 0. Box 640, 
Herrin, Illinois 62948; Phone 
No.:(618)988-2380; Website: 
www.eggemeyer-arcbitects.com. 
Contract documents are also on 
file at the following plan rooms:

Dodge Data and Analytics
Arlington, TX

Greater Peoria Contractors Plan 
Room
Peoria, IL

Copies of the documents are 
available at the office of the 
Architect by depositing a check 
with the Architect in the amount of 
$75.00 for each set of documents 
so obtained, made payable to the 
Housing  Authority  of the County  
of Edgar, Illinois.  Such deposit will 
be refunded to each bidder who 
returns the plans, specifications 
and other documents in good con-
dition to the Housing Authority or 
to the Architect within fourteen  
(14) days after bid opening.   
Partial sets may be purchased 
at the cost of photocopying and 
shipping cost upon completion 
of a request for partial plans/
specifications form and submit-
ting to the Architect.  Documents 
may also be downloaded from the 
Architect’s website for bidding 
purposes only.

In accordance with Clause No.9, 
Bid Guarantee, of the Instructions 
to Bidders, all bids must be 
accompanied by a negotiable 
bid guarantee in the form of a 
certified check or bank draft, 
payable to the Housing Authority 
of the County of Edgar, Illinois, 
U.S. Government Bonds at par 
value, or a satisfactory bid bond 
executed by the Bidder and 
acceptable sureties in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the 
bid.  The surety company must be 
authorized to do business in the 
state where the project is located 
and must be acceptable to the 
Government. If the bid guarantee 
is not submitted with the bid, the 
PHA will reject the bid.

Proposals shall be made on unal-
tered bid forms which are incor-
porated herein.  All blank spaces 
shall be completed. Proposals 
shall be signed with name typed 
below signature. When bidder is 
a corporation, proposals must be 
signed with the legal name of the 
corporation followed by the name 
of the state of incorporation and 
the legal signature of an officer 
authorized to bind the corporation 
to a contract.

The successful bidder will be 
required to furnish and pay for 

satisfactory performance and 
payment bond or bonds, accept-
able to the Housing Authority all 
in accordance with Clause No.  I 0,  
Assurance of Completion, of the 
Instructions to Bidders.

Attention is called to the pro-
visions for equal employment 
opportunity and that payment 
of not less than the minimum 
salaries and wages as set forth in 
the Specifications must be paid 
on this project.  Any State rate 
that exceeds the corresponding 
Federal rate is inapplicable and 
shall not be enforced.   All bidders 
shall submit with each bid, the 
Contractor’s Affirmative Action 
Certification to comply with the 
provision for equal employment 
opportunity.

Representations, Certifications 
and Other Statements of Bidders, 
Form HUD-5369-A shall be 
submitted with the bid. Bidders 
shall carefully examine the doc-
uments and construction site to 
obtain firsthand knowledge of the 
existing condition.   Contractors 
will not be given extra payments  
for conditions which can be 
determined by examining the site 
and documents.

The Housing Authority reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids 
or to waive any informalities in the 
bidding.

No bid shall be withdrawn for a pe-
riod of sixty days (60) subsequent 
to the opening of bids without the 
consent of the
Housing Authority.

Housing Authority of the County 
of Edgar, Illinois

Date: February 8, 2019
By: Fredia Hixson
Title:            Executive Director

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on February 6, 2019 a certif-
icate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

FAULK’S GARAGE
Located at : 1811 Marshall St., 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Roger J. Faulk
Dated: February 6, 2019
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
JANET A. HENRY,
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-4

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION - CLAIMS

  Notice is given of the death of 
JANET A. HENRY, of Chrisman, 
Illinois, who died on January 
26, 2019. Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were 
issued on February 5, 2019 to 
GREGORY V. HENRY, 118 West 
Washington Street, Chrisman, 
Illinois 61924, whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before August 16, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Gregory V. Henry, 
Independent Executor

By: E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of  
MARIAN H. YONTZ, 
deceased

No.   2019-P-3 

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death 
of MARIAN H. YONTZ of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 

4, 2019, to SARAH PENCZEK, as 
Independent Executor, 9483 E. 
400th Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944, 
whose attorney is LARRY B. 
JONES, of JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C., 110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 19, 2019, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

  DATED this 12th day of February 
2019.

SARAH PENCZEK, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of
MARIAN H. YONTZ, deceased

Larry B. Jones
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on MARCH 7, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on 
delinquent accounts located 
at the below properties and 
ending at the assigned times.  
The auction is an online auction 
conducted at www.storagetrea-
sures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:  Jacqui S Miller 
(309-054).

CITY OF PARIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOTICE FOR BIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
City of Paris is taking bids for the 
demolition of the structures on 
real estate located in Paris, Illinois, 
to wit:

NO. 1

A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township 13 North 
and in Range 12 West of the 2nd 
P.M., thence West 50 feet, thence 
North to the South line of the right 
of way of the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. 
Co., thence Northeasterly along 
said line to a point due North of 
the beginning point, thence South 
to the place of beginning.

Permanent Index No: 
09-18-01-228-004

Commonly known as: 
331 East Union Street, 
Paris, Illinois

NO. 2

Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s 
Addition to the City of Paris

Permanent Index No:   
09-18-12-252-002

Commonly known as:  
304 E. Van Buren Street, 
Paris, Illinois

SPECIFICATIONS of the demo-
lition and details of the bidding 
procedure can be secured at the 
Paris City Clerk’s Office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944.

Sealed bids must be delivered 
to the office of the City Clerk, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944, before 10:00 a.m. on  
March 21, 2019, at which time bids 
will be opened and considered.

MICHAEL MARTIN CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR CITY OF PARIS

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Paris, Illinois will hold 
a public hearing on March 6, 2019 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Paris City Hall, 
206 South Central Street, Paris, 
IL, to provide interested parties an 
opportunity to express their views 
on the proposed federally funded 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) project.  Persons 
with disabilities or non-English 
speaking persons who wish to at-
tend the public hearing and need 
assistance should contact Bridget 
Anderson, City Clerk, at City Hall 
or at 217-465-7601, no later than 
March 1, 2019.  Every effort will be 
made to make reasonable accom-
modations for these persons.

On or about March 22, 2019, 
the City of Paris, IL intends to 
apply to the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity for a grant from 
the State CDBG program.  This 
program is funded by Title I of the 
federal Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as 
amended.  These funds are to be 
used for a community develop-
ment project that will include the 
following public infrastructure 
activities that are in support of 
the Tiger Senior Apartments:  
realignment of Crawford Street at 
Main Street and construction of 
a one-way turn around to access 
the Tiger Senior Apartments; con-
struction of handicapped acces-
sible parking spaces on Crawford 
Street; reconstruction of storm 
sewer; construction of water 
main; and, the mill and resurfacing 
of the public alley-way on the west 
side of the proposed apartment 
building.  The total amount of 
CDBG funds to be requested is 
approximately $387,886.  The 
amount of CDBG funds proposed 
to be used for activities that will 
benefit low-to-moderate income 
persons is estimated at a mini-
mum of $200,000 which would 
reflect a 52 percent LMI benefit. 
LMI benefit could reach 100 
percent. All of the proposed public 
infrastructure improvements will 
be funded with CDBG revenue.  
Estimated cost to convert the 
old high school into Tiger Senior 
Apartments is $12,251,746.  CDBG 
funds will not be used for the 
renovation of the building.

Information related to this project 
will be available for review prior 
to the public hearing as of March 
1, 2019 at the Paris City Hall, 206 
South Central, Paris, IL between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m.  Interested citizens are 
invited to provide comments re-
garding these issues either at the 
public hearing or by prior written 
statement.  Written comments 
should be submitted to Bridget 
Anderson, City Clerk, Paris City 
Hall, 2016 South Central, Paris, 
IL no later than March 5, 2019 in 
order ensure placement of such 
comments in the official record 
of the public hearing proceedings.  
This project will result in no 
displacement of any persons or 
businesses.  For additional infor-
mation concerning the proposed 
project, please contact Michael 
Martin, City Administrator at 217-
465-7601 or write to him at Paris 
City Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
IL.

Craig Smith, Mayor
City of Paris, Illinois

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Paris 
Community Unit School District 
No. 4, Edgar County, Paris, Illinois 
is accepting bids for diesel fuel, 
soy diesel and unleaded gasoline 
for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Bids must be received by 10:00 
AM on March 6, 2019 in the Office 
of the Superintendent, 15601 US 
Hwy 150, Paris, IL  61944.  For 
more information, please contact 
Danette Young at (217)465-5391.

Board of Education
Paris Community Unit 
School District No. 4

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA SWITZER
Deceased

No. 2019 P 8

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of  
BARBARA SWITZER .  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 
21, 2019, to JANET BISHOP, 111 
N. Shore Drive, Paris, IL 61944, 
and LANA WINKLER, 312 St. Clair, 
Paris, IL 61944 as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose Attorney 
is S. Craig Smith, Asher & Smith, 
1119 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 340, 
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 23, 2019 (at 
least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 21st day of February, 
2019.

JANET BISHOP and 
LANA WINKLER,
 Representatives

Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304 • Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

COINS & CURRENCY AUCTION
Sunday, February 24th @ Noon IL Time

From the Private Collection of Mr. Mick Armstrong
Morgan Dollars, Peace Dollars, Walking Liberty, Silver Certificates & More!

Live & Online Bidding Available!
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!

VINTAGE & STOCK COMICS ONLINE AUCTION
Variety of DC, Marvel, Archie & More!

Feat. Original 1977 Stars Wars #1
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!
Auction begins to close Monday, Feb. 25th @ 4 p.m. IL Time

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Bill would require 
POW/MIA flags to 
be flown at Illinois 
airports

State Sen. Tom Cullerton, a 
Villa Park Democrat and Army 
veteran, advanced Senate 
Bill 1127 this week to require 
airports in Illinois to fly the 
POW/MIA flag.

State Sen. Dave Koehler 
(D-Peoria) said in a news 
release the measure was in-
spired by Peoria-area veteran 
Gary Hall, who wanted the 
Peoria airport to fly the POW/
MIA flag under the American 
flag. Airport officials said their 
hands were tied legally and 
would be unable to fly the flag. 

“Honoring our veterans 
with public displays is crucial 
for younger generations to un-
derstand and remember their 
sacrifices,” Koehler said. “This 
legislation is just one small 
step we can take to show our 
veterans that we have not 
forgotten them.” 

The bill moves to the full 
Senate for a vote. 

Senator looks to 
ban guns from 
polling places

SPRINGFIELD – State Sen. 
Ann Gillespie (D-Arlington 
Heights) has introduced 
Senate Bill 1242 to prohibit 
concealed carry weapons from 
polling places and their parking 
lots. 

She said Texas, Florida, 
Louisiana and California 
have similar prohibitions on 
the books, and Georgia bars 
firearms within 150 feet of a 
polling station.

“In these times of intense 
political division, it’s under-
standable that people would be 
concerned about their safety 
at voting sites,” Gillespie said. 
“Voters should leave their guns 
at home. It’s as simple as that.”

The bill has been assigned 
to the Senate’s Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senator pushes 
ahead with 
criminal justice 
reforms

SPRINGFIELD – Two 
incarceration reform bills 
sponsored by state Sen. Rob-
ert Peters (D-Chicago) passed 
out of committee this week.

The first removes a require-
ment forcing released inmates 
to pay for their incarceration, 
and the second provides 
incarceration alternatives for 
the mentally ill.

Current law requires 
recently released inmates to 
reimburse the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections for any 
expenses incurred as a result 
of their incarceration. Peters’ 
Senate Bill 1158 would strike 
this from statute.

 “It’s ridiculous that a 
provision like this even exists 
in the first place,” Peters said. 
“These people already have a 
major burden placed on them 
by the criminal justice system. 
It’s unconscionable that 
there’s an additional financial 
burden placed on them once 
they’re finally released, and 
only makes a return to a life of 
crime more likely.”

The other measure, 
Senate Bill 1188, allows people 
charged with misdemeanors 
who are deemed unfit to stand 
trial to be transferred into 
special programs, pending 
eligibility screenings and the 
discretion of the court.

“There is an alarming num-
ber of mentally unwell people 
who have been convicted of 
misdemeanors despite being 
unfit to stand trial for these 
crimes,” Peters said. “As a 
result, a lot of these folks end 
up stuck in the criminal justice 
system for longer than their 
original sentence.” 

The alternative programs 
are aimed at identifying indi-
viduals with mental illnesses, 
providing them with stabilizing 
treatment and directing them 
toward community-provided 
mental health services.

The bills await a full Senate 
vote. 

Long road ahead of repairs
Lawmakers begin work on capital bill amid costly needs for infrastructure maintenance

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois lawmakers were given a 
rude awakening on Thursday 
about the condition of the 
state’s roads and bridges as 
they began preparing to put 
together what is expected to 
be a multi-billion-dollar, long-
term capital improvements 
plan.

Matt Magalis, acting sec-
retary of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation, laid 
out just some of the numbers 
to a Senate panel that’s been 
tasked with putting together 
a plan.

“We currently have 79 mil-
lion square feet of bridges 
requiring maintenance and 
updates,” he said. “That’s over 
730 state bridges. We also have 
a need over the next 10 years of 
additional funding of $13-15 
billion for our highways. That 
is just maintenance. We also 
have a need for capacity (high-
way expansion) that is in the 
billions of dollars.”

In addition to highways, 
Magalis said there is a long list 
of needed upgrades for other 

forms of transportation: $250 
million in state funds for air-
ports around the state, not in-
cluding Chicago’s O’Hare and 
Midway airports; $19.1 billion 
for public transit; $800 million 
for passenger rail; and $4 bil-
lion for freight rail.

Also, Margalis said, locks 
and dams along the state’s 
waterways, which carry a sig-
nificant volume of freight, are 
facing costs in the hundreds of 
millions of dollars.

In addition to transportation 
infrastructure, the Senate panel 
heard Thursday from commu-
nity college and university offi-
cials who say they are grappling 
with a backlog of long-deferred 
maintenance projects to their 
buildings and other campus 
facilities.

Still, highways and bridges 
are likely to draw the most at-
tention as lawmakers put to-
gether a capital plan because, 
according to Magalis, many 
are nearing the end of their 
useful life, especially interstate 
highways that date back to the 
1960s, and the 730 bridges for 
which the state is responsible, 
many of which date back to the 

1970s.
“Unfortunately, as you can 

tell traveling around our state, 
our infrastructure continues to 
deteriorate faster than we can 
maintain it,” Magalis said.

Putting together a financial 
package to address all, or even 
most, of those needs would be 
a challenge anywhere in the 
United States. But it will be 
especially difficult in Illinois, 
which already carries a heavy 
debt load and is looking to take 
on more, and whose bond rat-
ing with Moody’s Investor Ser-
vices is just one notch above 
junk status.

Sen. Andy Manar (D-Bun-
ker Hill), who chairs one of the 
Senate’s two appropriations 
committees, conceded the 
state will need to find new rev-
enue to pay for any new bonds 
that are issued to fund another 
capital plan.

“Any time that the state is-
sues debt, there has to be a 
dedicated revenue stream,” he 
said during a news conference 
Thursday following the com-
mittee hearing.

That could mean higher 
motor fuel taxes, higher sales 

taxes or some other form of 
revenue.

Manar was joined at the 
news conference by Sen. Mar-
tin Sandoval (D-Cicero), who 
chairs the Senate Transpor-
tation Committee. He said 
Illinois might have to look 
beyond motor fuel and sales 
taxes and focus on other, more 
creative ways to finance a capi-
tal plan.

“There have been other nov-
el ideas that have been floated 
out there over the last couple 
of months to finance a capital 
bill,” Sandoval said. “I think 
we are also going to invite ac-
ademia to come forward. Ac-
ademia, business, industry, all 
the policy think tanks that have 
had reports out since 2009 – 
they need to come forward 
today.”

But simply fixing the state’s 
roads, bridges, public buildings 
and other infrastructure is not 
the only priority of a capital 
bill, Manar and Sandoval said. 
Both also said they will make 
it a top priority to ensure that 
minority- and women-owned 
businesses receive a propor-
tional share of the contracts 

that are awarded.
“We’re going to rebuild Il-

linois, improve Illinois, but 
we’ve got to (have) a diverse 
group of men and women to 
do the work,” Sandoval said.

Manar and Sandoval co-
chaired Thursday’s hearing 
in the Capitol. But they said 
that was only the first of sev-
eral public hearings they have 
planned to solicit public input 
about the state’s infrastructure 
needs.

Over the next several weeks, 
they have scheduled a series 
of five more public meetings 
around the state in which they 
will solicit input from local of-
ficials about their needs.

The dates and locations of 
those hearings are:

•Monday, March 4, in Ed-
wardsville

•Monday, March 18, in De-
catur

•Monday, April 8, in Peoria
•Monday, April 22, in Elgin
•And Tuesday, April 16, in 

Chicago.
More information about 

times and locations will be 
available at a later date, accord-
ing to Manar’s office.

FIRST BUDGET BENEFITS EDUCATION, HUMAN SERVICES

Special to The Prairie Press

Gov. J.B. Pritzker delivers his budget address to a joint session of the General Assembly Wednesday, Feb. 20, at the Capitol in 
Springfield.

Pritzker presents budget
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
made clear Wednesday he believes solv-
ing the state’s long-term financial prob-
lems will require a new, graduated in-
come tax structure that imposes higher 
taxes on upper-income Illinoisans.

But that would require a constitution-
al amendment, a lengthy process which, 
even if approved, would not make any 
new money available to the state until 
the 2021-2022 budget year.

So for the upcoming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1, Pritzker outlined a pro-
posed $38.7 billion state budget that 
would increase spending on education, 
human services and public safety. But 
it also relies heavily on new revenues to 
pay for new expenses, and increased bor-
rowing to pay down a backlog of past-
due bills and future pension liabilities.

Speaking to a joint session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, the Democratic governor 
called his budget plan for the upcoming 
fiscal year a bridge to a stable fiscal future, 
but he also said restoring fiscal stability 
would take a number of years, reiterating 
his call for a graduated income tax to ac-
complish that. As expected, Democratic 
leaders generally praised the governor’s 
proposal, while Republicans expressed 
skepticism.

The evidence-based funding formula 
approved last session will see an added 
$375 million, $25 million more than the 
$350 million increase written into the 
law. The added money is first directed at 

the highest-need districts. 
K-12 education would also see a $5 

million boost to career and technical 
education, $2 million in funding for an 
Advanced Placement low-income test 
fee waiver program, and $250,000 in 
added educator misconduct investiga-
tion funding. 

Early intervention programming 
would see a $7 million increase, and the 
federal preschool birth-5 grant will be al-
lotted $3.8 billion. 

Higher education will see modest in-
crease with  $52.2 million in increased 
public university funding and $13.9 mil-
lion for community colleges, represent-
ing a 5 percent increase.

The Monetary Award Program, which 
provides grants which do not need to be 
repaid if an Illinois student attends select 
state colleges or universities, will receive 
an additional $50 million in funding. 
The AIM High program, which aims to 
keep Illinois’s brightest students in the 
state for college through grant funding, 
will receive $35 million in the second 
year of the pilot program. 

Funding for POW/MIA scholarships, 
which have not been funded since 2009, 
is also restored in the bill at a cost of $3.5 
million. 

The second-largest area of increased 
spending in Pritzker’s budget plan is the 
Department of Human Services, which 
would see a boost of $542 million, or 9.2 
percent. Included in that is $103 million 
for increased funding for home services 
that allow people with severe disabilities 
to continue living independently. It also 
includes $107 million to pay for higher 
minimum wage expenses for certain 
workers.

But it also expands the Child Care As-

sistance Program by raising the eligibility 
limit to 200 percent of the federal pover-
ty level, or $49,080 for a family of three, 
which would cost $30 million. And it in-
cludes an additional $31 million to fund 
700 new placements for people with 
developmental disabilities to transition 
into less restrictive environments.

Meanwhile, Pritzker is proposing to 
reduce general revenue spending on 
Medicaid by about $700 million. That 
reduction would be offset by a new tax 
levied on managed care organizations. In 
order to accomplish that, Pritzker is ask-
ing for an additional $1.1 billion in new 
revenues including a 32-cent per-pack 
increase in cigarette taxes, a new 36.5 
percent tax on e-cigarettes, and impos-
ing a new tax on plastic shopping bags of 
either five or seven cents per bag.

Also in Pritzker’s budget plan is about 
$170 million that could come from li-
censing fees generated by the legalization 
of recreational marijuana; another $212 
million from legalizing sports wagering, 
which the United States Supreme Court 
said last year states could do; and chang-
ing the state’s corporate tax code in order 
to capture full taxes of about $94 million 
on assets brought back to the United 
States from overseas as a result of the 
2017 federal tax reform law.

Pritzker is also asking for authority to 
issue $4.5 billion in new bonded indebt-
edness next year for pension costs and 
paying down the backlog of unpaid bills.

That includes the $2 billion in pen-
sion obligation bonds he has already 
discussed, money that would give the 
pension funds an immediate infusion of 
cash. It also includes $1 billion to fund 
more early retirement buyouts, and $1.5 
billion for the unpaid bill backlog.

Plan includes legal 
marijuana, raised tobacco 
taxes, more borrowing

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Law-
makers and advocates have 
tried to hike the minimum 
age to purchase tobacco 
products in Illinois for three 
years, each time making the 
push first in the Senate. This 
session, advocates are trying 
a different approach.

“What we’re doing this 
time is running it through 
the House first, because we 
have more people to deal 
with,” House sponsor Ca-
mille Lilly, a Democrat from 
Chicago, said. “In the Sen-
ate, there’s only 56 people 
— there’s 118 in the House. 
It’s easy to get it through the 
Senate.”

During the previous 
session, both chambers 
approved the initiative but 
former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner did not sign 
it. Only the Senate was able 
to muster enough votes to 
overturn his veto — it failed 
in the House.

Lilly’s version of the mea-
sure increasing the age to 
purchase products contain-
ing nicotine to 21 advanced 
out of committee Tuesday 
with only one dissenting 
vote. It won the approval of 
the chamber’s Health Care 
Availability & Access Com-
mittee by a vote of 5 to 1.

One Republican com-
mittee member, Tom Dem-
mer from Dixon, voted in 
favor. His colleague, Thom-
as Bennett from Gibson 
City, voted no.

Lilly said after the hear-
ing she is excited to have 
bipartisan support on her 
bill. 

“More are joining the 
cause because many of 
them share with me their 
family experiences in deal-
ing with cancer, living with 
cancer or passed away be-
cause of cancer,” she said.

Rep. Mary Flowers, the 
committee chairwoman 
from Chicago, pressed Lil-
ly on why her measure re-
moved penalties for minors 
caught possessing tobacco 
products.

Shana Crews, Illinois 
government relations direc-
tor with the American Can-
cer Society’s Cancer Action 
Network, said her organi-
zation does not believe in 
criminalizing kids.

Penalties exist in the law, 
she added, but they target 
retailers who sell illegally to 
minors.

Could 
‘Tobacco 21’ 
become law 
this year?
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